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{onvicts

- Argonge National Laboratory
scientists are taking the breath
away from Stateville Peniten-
tiary convicts—all in the inter-
ests of radioactivity.

‘The scientists are collecting
the breath of volunteer pris-
oners in a Rube Goldberg-like

QJ machine to measure the radon
gas given off by the radium con-
tent of their bones.

By this test—expected to take
at Jeast a year—the atomic ex-
perts hope to determine:

_ 1—How much radicactivity’
can be discharged into the air
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aed into streams.of water by

‘the atomic plants of the future.
! 2—How much plutonium or
‘other man-mada radioactive dle-
“awents can be taen in by the

FHumnaw bedy snd how much is!
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try. From its results science will
be able to measurs proper levels
of radioactive wastes which wiil
flow into areas around atomic
dustry.

3§ .As Dr. Auatin M. Brues of
the division of biological and
"medical research, explained
'Moadav:

“We know the effects of ra-

‘never drink any other kind of-
R water.

% general direction of Brues and!

Away

never varies and the convicts"l

The experiment is under the!

L. D. Marineli and Jobn E.
Rose of the radiological phys-!
ics division. Carrying out the:
radon measurements at State-!
ville are Andrew F. Stehney.
and Henry F. Lucas Jr., chem~;
Ists. |

Other scientists on the proj-:
ect are Charles E. Miller and
Robert E. Rowland, physicists;’
William P. Norris, biochemis),:
and Dr. Robert J. Hasterlik, cf |
the Argonne Cancer Hospital. |,

;%‘WD"#"_“I}‘ breathing. . idium intake in human bevap
joorae sxperiment—which ‘,joes.l_'n:él now, howevsr, we dne
'oot harm the volunteers—is'aiy o how nmwuch radon s is-
! prefuce io selung up safeguards ' charged from the kuman body.
ifor the future atommc indus-| .pagium is present in drink-
1ing water. Righ: ouwtside our
back deor at the Argonne Lab-
ioratory we find that the drink-
ing water, all from dezp wells,
containg about 5Q times more
than dees Lake Michigan water.
W2 know that this a perfectly
safe amount. Becausz there is
mere here than anvwper2 else
where we have imestigated we
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80X Ne. ;re conducting the e<perimers
ara’n
) The scientists fouvnd that tie
FOLBEM quD S breath samples of the coav s
P

are ideai for thewr expennent.
For ooz thing, *3e Statevile
drinking water tadium content
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