
ARMED FORCES INSTITUTE OF PATHOLOGY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

Mr. Lester A. Barrer 
Director of Research 
Radium Research Project 
State of Hew Jersey 
Departmsnt of H e a l t h  
ll Wsshington Street 
West Orange, Hew Jersey 

Dear Hr. Barrer: 

28 October 1963 

Recently it bas come t o  my attention, throu& Dr. Mo8ller and 
Mr. Villforth of the Division of Radiological Health, 0. 8.  Public Health 
QefOice, that gou have a continuing interest in proviUq mrrterial for the 
Registry of Radiation Pathology- 
I did not have a chance t o  see you when you talked with Lt. Col. Davld C. 
White in May 1962. I hope that the opportunity will d s e  soaetime soon 
for us t o  get together. 

I am sorry that for one reason o r  another 

One of the things I went t o  reaosure you about 18 that  the Registry 
of Radiation Pathology ha8 a very deflriite and oontinuing interest in 
the types of specimens, ar  wea as the inventory of carea, with which jrou 
are primarily interested. As your letter to  Mr. Vlllforth Indicated, 
apparently Colonel White did not followup af ter  gau sent him a copy of the 
inventory. This may be explained on the basis that the a n t e r i a l  used in  
the formulation of the Registry, and p r t i a r l y  the detailed coding 
mechantms, are s t r ic t ly  for internal use o f t h e  Armed Forces Institute of 
pethology. However, gau my find the attached copy of the Chsrter of the' 
Registry and the Operstianal statement of wme lnteretst and exglanation of 
wbat the Registry ie designed t o  do. 

I would appreciate It very much if yau would write t o  me airectly and 
bring me up t o  date on the 1n.trentory l i o t  and specimns ubi& v u  find mu 
pray be willing and able t o  sub t i t  to  the Registry. 
Interest and hope that we may establish a mutually beneficial relationship. 
I look forward t o  hearing from you. 

We appreciate your 

mci . 
Albert W. Hilberg, M. D. 
Chief, Radiopathology 

cc: Dr ,  Moeller 
Mr. Villforth 



A i iczis tm of Radiation Pathology i s  

Registry of Radiation PatholoZy 
Armed Forces I n s t i t u t e  ci Pathology 
Washington 25, D. C. 

established within the  Anerican 
:ieGistry of Paihology t o  v $ r  the  
of radiotion e f fec ts  i n  man, &r&o!~'&e%f; r eg i s t ry  i n  the  

ders ta  din f the nature and genesis 
._ ~ 

system and, l i k e  the  others: operates under the auspices of the National 
Rcsecrch Council of the Nationzl Academy of Sciences and i s  located a t  the 
Anned Forces I n s t i t u t e  of Pathology. This Registry i s  a l so  sponsored by 
the Division of Radiological Health of the U. S. Public H e a l t h  Service. 

I t s  physical locat ion a t  the I n s t i t u t e  and i t s  membership i n  the American 
cz is t ry  make avai lable  t o  the  Registry of Radiation Pathology u n p r a l l e l e d  

z'3sources f o r  the  study of radiation e f f ec t s  i n  a uniquely sui table  environ;aent. 
Close cooperation among the  several  r eg i s t r i e s  i s  inherent i n  t he  system. 
ir, areas of mtual i n t e r e s t  t h i s  Registry drzw on the resources 3f the  other 
reg is t r ies .  

Thus 

The: 3eGistry is conceived a s  a dynamic f a c i l i t y  where relevant patho- 
log ica l  materials from a l l  over the world can be centralized. 
a medim f o r  study, a stimulus fo r  research, and a reference f o r  comparison. 

Thz xissions of the  Registry o r  Radiation Pathology a r e  t o  define areas 

It serves a s  

of mxirmx in te re s t  i n  the f i e l d  of radiation effects;  t o  co l lec t  materials 
having present o r  po ten t ia l  usefulness; t o  c lass i fy  these materials making 
tiiem r e d i l y  avai lable  fo r  study; t o  col la te ,  investigate, and analyze w h a t  
is lmown about radiation-induced effects;  t o  perform followup studies; t o  do 
or iginal  research; t o  make resources o f t h e  Registry available fo r  educa- 
t iona l  purposes; and t o  publish and otherwise communicate i t s  findings. 

OPUWTIONS 

The first consideration of the Registry of Radiation Pathology i s  the 

It seeks material not only 
The Registry encompasses 

collection of relevant pathological material, with the  support, cooperation, 
ar.d par t ic ipat ion of the  sc i en t i f i c  community. 
from t h i s  country but from throughout t he  world. 
material from pathological, c l in ica l ,  biological, physical, and chemical 
sources. It draws on information from governmental agencies, academic 
ins t i tu t ions ,  and independent investigators.  It i s  concerned with c l in ica l ,  
experimental, accidental, occupational, and natural  radiation exposures. I n  
order t o  r e l a t e  quant i ta t ively exposure and effect ,  the  utmost importance i s  
a t t x h e d  t o  obtaining precise radiat ion data and detai led clinicopathologic 
informt ion  i n  regard t o  a l l  m t e r i a l  t o  be included i n  the Registry. 

me m t e r i a l  includes surgical and autopsy specimens, t issues ,  blocks, 
s l ides ,  photographs, radiographs, c l i n i c a l  his tor ies ,  and investigatior-l 
datz. Followup reports  of of intent ional  and accidental  . .  r 
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qosure  nd t h e i r  progeny a r e  also desired. All material recei-red I s  

reviewed by the  s ta f f  of the Registry and, i f  accepted, i s  accessioned in to  
the  Registry. Accessioned contributions a re  c lass i f ied  according t o  3. 
standard multiple indexing system fo r  ready access ib i l i ty .  
weicomcs inquir ies  from a l l  who f e e l  they have a contribution. 
l in ing  the spec i f ic  information desired a re  available. 

The Registry 
Forms out- 

The Registry provides opportunity fo r  statistical and morphologic 
rssesrch i n  radiat ion effects.  I t s  collection allows the application of 
histochemistry, immunology, autorzdiography and specialized microscopy t o  
w e l l  docaxented m t e r i a l .  Analysis of s t a t i s t i c a l  interrelat ionships  of 
findings may uncover addi t ional  leads t o  biological responses t o  radiat ion 
and t h e i r  mechanisms. The Registry encourages special  studies of mutual 
i n t e re s t  by qual i f ied v i s i t i n g  investigators from t h i s  country and abroad. 
Althoum the  Registry of Radiation Pathology does not Srovide diagnostic 
services, consultation m y  be obtained through the AFIP by interested 
pilthologists. I n  t h i s  rnn.neT, the extensive f i l e s  of the I n s t i t u t e  comple- 
ment those of the  Registry. The Registry, for  i t s  part, serves as a source 
of rcfcrcncc In radiat ion cffccts f o r  the Insti 'cuto, 

The Aegistry provides opportunities for  t ra in ing  t o  q u l i f i e d  persons 
i n  the form of residencies and fellowships i n  radiopathology. 
courses i n  the  various aspects of radiation e f fec ts  a r e  offered periodically. 
Training aids and study sets of microscope and lan tern  s l ides  a r e  prepxed 
fo r  loan. The Registry provides assistance i n  compiling biblioGra?hies, 
reviews of l i t e r a t u r e ,  the  preparation of special  material  fo r  textbooks 
acd sc i en t i f i c  exhibits.  
and content of s i m i l a r  material  i n  other places. 

Fonaal 

It also a c t s  a s  a clearinghouse f o r  the locztion 

The Registry stimulates and a s s i s t s  i n  the ear ly  and complete con;muni- 
cetion of s c i e n t i f i c  findings through publication o f  papers, monographs, 
lectures,  and p r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  meetings. 
prepare a def in i t ive  Fascicle i n  Wdiation Pathology. 

One of i t s  aims is  t o  
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