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I -- Dear 

Several months ago it w a s  f i r s t  announced i n  t h e  newspapers t h a t  
the ORAU Medical Division Hospi ta l  would soon b e  c los ing .  
t h e s e  r e p o r t s  were ambiguous and allowed some people t o  mistakenly 
b e l i e v e  t h e  Medical Div is ion ' s  c l i n i c a l  program would be  t r ans fe r r ed  t o  
t h e  E a s t  Tennessee Cancer Research Center i n  connection wi th  t h e  U. T. 
Memrial Hospi ta l  i n  Knoxville, and t h a t  t h e  program would continue 
unchanged except f o r  re loca t ion .  
accu ra t e ly  repor ted  and t h e  USAEC has  ru l ed  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
b u i l d i n g  a new h o s p i t a l  here  a t  Oak Ridge. 

Unfortcnately 

I be l i eve  t h e  need f o r  c los ing  w a s  

Therefore, a f t e r  October 18, 1974 w e  w i l l  admit no p a t i e n t s  t o  the  
h o s p i t a l  except f o r  s p e c i f i c  research  tests and on November 15, 1974 t h e  
h o s p i t a l  w i l l  be  closed permanently. 
scheduled f o r  a f t e r  December 13 w i l l  be cancelled.  
reorganiza t ion  of t h e  ORAU medical prJgram has not  been f i n a l i z e d ,  we plan 
t o  maintain an ou tpa t i en t  nuc lear  medicine research  program t o  continue 
t e s t i n g  new ways of d e t e c t i n g  cancer with r ad ioac t ive  i so topes .  

and w i l l  n o t  inc lude  treatsent. 

All o u t p a t i e n t  and i n p a t i e n t  v i s i t s  
Although t h e  eventual 

However, 
the o u t p a t i e n t  services w i l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  experimental  d i agnos t i c  procedures 

-. we recognize thai f o r  some t h i s  neqs w i l l  te very d i s t r a s c i a g  
o t h e r s  t h e  c los ing  w i l l  i n f l i c t  a real hardship,  e s p e c i a l l y  on those who 
have become dependent upon us for care of t h e i r  very se r ious  i l l n e s s s s .  
We genuinely r e g r e t  t h e  necess i ty  of t h i s  dec i s ion  and f u r t h e r  r e g r e t  t he  
misleading a spec t s  of t h e  r e p o r t s  and rumors which have c i r cu la t ed .  The 
work and a s soc ia t ion  with t h e  p a t i e n t s  a t  ORAU has  been a rneanirqzful'and 
fulfilling experience €or  each s t a f f  mem5er .  
and apprec i a t ive  of t h e  confidence t h a t  you have shovn i n  us and your 
wi l l i ngness  t o  assist us i n  ca r ry ing  out  our research  mission. 

for 

We are very much aware of 

T n l s  l e t te r  should b e  regarded as a r e f e r r a l  back t o  t h e  phys!.cian 
who o r i g i n a l l y  referred you t o  OPLAIJ (or  t o  any personal  physician of your 
choice). .P l ease  b e  assured t h a t  we want to cooperate wi th  you a2d yocr 
doctor  i n  any way w e  can wi tn in  the c o n s t x i n t s  placed upon us by our  
c o n t r a c t  with t h e  USAEC and t h e  l a w .  
your doctor and t o  make copies of your char r  for him a t  your request.  

W e  w i l l  be  hdppy t o  correspoiid with 
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Some patients w i l l  l i t e r a l l y  no t  know which way t o  turn .  If you are 
one, p lease  let me sugges t  t h a t  you 1) consul t  your personal  (family) 
doc tor ,  d i scuss  wi th  him how you view t h i s  event and what you feel it 
impl ies  f o r  you personal ly  o r  2) ca l l  us t o  see i f  w e  can he lp  d i r e c t  you 
t o  some s u i t a b l e  alte&ative. 
of medical care and if necessary,  t o  attempt t o  h e l p  you ar range  f i n a n c i a l  
assistance. 
ou r  head nurse ,  is prepared t o  rece ive  your cal ls  and w i l l  make ar rangemnts  
f o r  you t o  come in t o  t a l k  e i t h e r  with h e r  o r  wi th  another s t a f f  member who 
w i l l  advise you regard ing  these  adjustments. 
c a l l i n g  c o l l e c t  dur ing  working hours (8:OO a.m; - 4 : 3 0  p.m.), area code 
rider 

We w a n t  t o  he13 you f i n d  s u i t a b l e  sources 

If  you f e e l  t h e  need t o  d i scuss  these  matters, MS. Bingham, 

You may reach Ms. Bingham by 

Once sgain, on behalf of t h e  e n t i r e  s t a f f  at  t h e  ORAU Medical Division 
we apprec ia t e  having worked wi th  you. With your he lp  w e  have made s i g n i f i c a n t  
progress a g a i n s t  our common enemy, cancer, and w e  wish you t h e  very bes t .  

S incere ly  

C d d o w &  Edwards, M.D. 
Chief of Clinicai Services  
Medical Division 
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