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Dr. 8. KEent Conner

The lLoie Crunow Memorial
Section on Internal Medicine
Phoenix, Arisona

Dear Doctor Conner:

¥We have not done or sponsored any ressarch on the effects of uranium

ore as such on the human body. On the other hand, we have campiled a

great deal of material on the toxicity of uranium compounds., Uranium

ores are oo variable in content to bYe grouped as a unit. They contaln

varying and often significant anounts of such toxie elements as nickel,

arsenic, chromium and the like. All of them have some radium content

with the latter's constant evolution of redon gas and the radicactive
_dsaghter products of radon. The latter materials constitute one of the

prime considerations in protecting the health of uranium miners and

deternines to a large extent the amount of ventilation required in the

mines. Another fact to dear in mind 1s that nodt of thh ninin.g 1- hnrd g
- rock mining with silicosis as & possidle hasard, , S R R

Ag far as radiocactivity is concerned, the effects of uranium ores
externally are entirely related to the radium content of the ore dody,
and the radiation exposures received by sitting for brief periods of
time in mines or such places as the "Uranimm Poundation" tunnel at
Picacho are obviously homeopathic to a degree.

Dr. Joha Z. Bowers, Dean of the University of Utah School of Nedicine .
has & U, S. Pudblic Health Service grant to study the carcinogenicity

of some of the Colorado Plateaun ores and may have some data which would

intorest you.

There 1z a very complete four-volume compilation om ths toxiciity of
uranius and uranium compounds pudblished as a part of the FNational Nuclear
Energy Series, by McGraw, Hill and Company. The aunthors are Voegtlin

o #nd Hodge.

If I can give you any more help on this, please let me know.

wn
o Sincerely yours,
)
e

Charles L. Dunham, M. D.
Chief, ¥edical Branch
Pivision of Biology and Medicine
Je‘/’"’
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