
COUECTION x u  
BOX No a p 4 7  

e 6 f 3  - 
FOLDER 

0 0 0 9 2 3 3  



6 4-3  

B A T T E L L E  N O R T H W E S T  
BATTELLE MEMORIAL INSTITUTE PACIFIC NORTHWEST LABORATORY 

RICH U N O .  WASHINGTON 

DATE December 17, 1969 

TO W. J. B a i r  

DISTRIBUTION OF COPIES 

"Human Subjects  Committee" 
FP Hungate 
DD Mahlum 
File/LB 

FROM h$S M. F. Su l l ivan  

SUBJECT The Response of t h e  "Human Subjects  Committee" t o  Brooks 
Air Force Base Concerning Laser Radiation Skin Ef fec t s  

I n  t h e  l e t t e r  of 12/10/69 t o  M r .  Guttman of Brooks A i r  Force 
Base, t h e  Human Subjects  Committee may have expressed an o f f i c i a l  
po l i cy  which they determined f o r  B a t t e l l e ;  but they  demonstrated 
t o o  l i t t l e  concern f o r  t h e  business  image of t h i s  organizat ion 
and none a t  a l l  f o r  t h e  e f f o r t s  o r  fee l ings  of t h e  personnel 
who were attempting t o  develop a cont rac t  w i t h  t h e  A i r  Force. 

The RFP F41609-70-R-0016 ind ica t ed  t h a t  because of previous 
human sk in  s t u d i e s ,  it w a s  apparent t h a t  f u r t h e r  evaluat ion of 
t h e  e f f e c t s  of l a s e r s  on human sk in  was des i rab le .  After con- 
t a c t i n g  people a t  Brooks, Frank Kungate encouraged Dennis Mahlum 
t o  submit a proposal which would allow him t o  determine l a s e r  
e f f e c t s  on p i g  sk in ,  
propose follow-up research f o r  s tud ie s  on humans and be respon- 
s i b l e  f o r  t h e  conduct of t h a t  research.  

The physicians from HEIIF were a l s o  t o  

Ins t ead  of acknowledging t h e  medical competence of HEHF, t h e  
Human Subjects  Committee has ind ica ted  t o  t h e  A i r  Force t h a t  
they  w i l l  no t  even receive a suggested research pro tocol  f o r  t h e  
research asked f o r  i n  the  R F P  u n t i l  a f t e r  we spend t h e i r  money 
on animal  research.  
c a l l e d  upon t o  do so. 

It seems q u i t e  unl ikely t h a t  we w i l l  be 

An even f u r t h e r  aggravation i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  judgements of  
t h a t  Committee should be passed on t o  t h e  sponsor w i t h  no attempt 
t o  inform those  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a contract  f o r  BNW with t h e  
A i r  Force (D. D. Mahlum o r  F. P. Hungate) t h a t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  were 
i n  vain.  If we a re  t o  encourage inves t iga tors  t o  extend them- 
se lves  f o r  our economic bet terment ,  we should not  embarrass them 
i n  t h i s  manner. 

May I f u r t h e r  suggest t h a t  t h e  descr ip t ion  of t h e  Human Subjects  
Committee include t h e  names of t h e  people who represent  t h e  
medical profession and t h e  Biology, Personnel and Legal Depart- 
ments which might lend credence t o  t h e i r  judgements. 
decf i s ions  are made by " subs t an t i a l  concurrence," it could mean 
t h a t  i n  dec is ions  f o r  which they  exclusively e x i s t ,  human s tud ie s ,  
t h e  lone medic on the Committee could e a s i l y  be out-voted. 

Since t h e i r  
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