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DATE October 25, 1967 cc: HA Kornberg

1t
o H. M. Parker

T
FROM R. Thompson

SuBJECT Promethium-143 Study - DTPA Extension

I saw today Kornberg's copy of the October 24 letter from Crook to you
requesting your approval of the proposed extension of this study. Just off
the top of my head, let me note the following reactions.

1. Vho's paying for this? Our miniature swine studies which, during
the planning phase were considered a vital part of this effort, -
were cancelled for lack of funds.

2. The very limited small animal data on removal of promethium by chelating
agents is generally discouraging. We are at. this moment involved
in more definitive studies with rats to determine the efficacy of
EDTA, DTPA, and TTHA in preventing deposition or enhancing removal
of deposited promethium. Should not the results of these experiments
be in hend before a decision is made on human experiments?

3. The degree of hazard involved in zdministering DIPA to a human is,
in my opinion, much greater than that involved in the promethium
dosage. I would sooner take ten of the promethium injections than
one of the DTPA injections. Which is not to say that I consider the
DTPA injJection particularly hazardous, but I think the question of
DTPA experimentation deserves at least as much consideration as was
given to the question of promethium experimentation.
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