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&. Hobart E l l i s  
IQUCLEO~ICS 
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Hew Pork 36, Hew York 

Dear Bobart, 

Here are  t h e  answers to  your questions about our accident 
report . 

1. The tank in which t h e  accident occurred w a s  not bolted 
t o  t h e  floor. 
l e g s  was apparent because the  i n i t i a l  position of the  
foot was out l ined by the latest coot of flwr paint .  
Apparently the tank pivoted about the opposite foot.  

T8ngential shift of one of the supporting 

2. 

3. 

Though re cuurot be certain that  there W I E ~  no fo l lowing 
low-order burst wben the  stirrer was turned on t h e  
recond t i m e ,  i t  meem unl ike ly .  
flash are reported, m d  I t  is doubtful that t h e  f e w  
seconds presumed to have elapsed while the stirrer 
Vat3 off would have been aufficlcnt for re-eatrblishnent 
of a p o t e n t i a l l y - c r i t i c a l  s i tuat ion.  
radiation detectors  were consistent with the afngle- 
burmt hypothesis,  but do not exclude the yoss ibf . l i tp  
of t w o  closely-spaced pulees,) 
when turned on under normal conditions - it see1116 that 
degree of rumble could e a s i l y  have been alsjudged. We 
W i l l  never know for uure. 

No accompanying blue- 

(Traces of 

The stirrer "rumblesn 

f f  you refer t o  Fig. 2, the  operator at the accident 
mite (Tank P) ran out the  door aear tank D, where he 
wa8 joined by the  second operator rho hac! been near 
tank P, and the  t h i r d  operntor rho had been near the 
purlficition area (both passed by taPk P). A l l  three 
then returned past tank P and through ruom 213 t o  l e a d  
maa No. 1 t o  a shower. I t  is t h i s  last passage t o  
which ~lreturaing" refers . 

LANL 
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A fer rodiflcrtions ara mgg88ted on fhe rttrcbed oepIe8 
of L d l t c ~ r s l  Hot8 and Flgure Crptfono. 

Please  thank Dur Coopr f o r  the interemtiag mcoturt of 
tbe Yugoclrv reactor urcidsnt. 

LANL 


