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March 8§, 1994

Mr. Michael Burkhart
Secretary of Health
Department of Health
1190 St. Francis Drive
Santa Fe, New Mexico
87503

Dear Mr. Burkhart:

I would like to take the opportunity to respond to issues you raised in your letter to Secretary
O’Leary. I will also address issues you raised in a press release entitled “State Department of
Health Asks DOE to Disclose All Radiation Incidents Affecting New Mexicans™ on March 2,
1994 and in articles published in The New Mexican and the Albuquerque Journal.

You state in your letter to Secretary O'Leary that the study by the New Mexico Department of
Health regarding the cancer incidence in Los Alamos County for the period of 1970-1990 “has
already been compromised by lack of relevant data that was available but was not offered by Los
Alamos National Laboratory representatives.” We are not aware of any specific formal request
for data from Los Alamos National Laboratory. Certainly, the release of Laboratory employees’
exposure histories requires a formal request in writing because of the need to comply with the
Privacy Act. We want to emphasize that we are now and have been in the past willing to
cooperate with your studies in any way possible. Please specify what information you need from
us.

We are aware of your request by phone on February 8, 1994, to the Human Studies Project Team
for information related to human radiation studies at Los Alamos National Laboratory. Your call
was promptly returned the next day by a technical member of our Human Studies Project Team.
In that conversation, you requested the current bibliography of materials released to the Los
Alamos Community Reading Room and the fact sheets developed by our team. These were
mailed to you the following day. In your conversation, you said that you would have to review
the bibliography and fact sheets before deciding what other information to request. Also in that
conversation, we offered to help you in any way that we could. To date, the Human Studies
Project Team has not received any further request from you or your office for additional
information or documentation.

We also wish to respond to your statements quoted in the Albuquerque Journal on March 3,
1994 regarding your frustration with what you call “a slow and piecemeal release of information
on human experimentation and radiation exposures at Los Alamos National Laboratory.”
Retrieving documentation from Los Alamos National Laboratory’s archives on studies that
occurred back as far as 1944 requires considerable time and effort by a number of our scientists.
Our Human Studies Team attempts to release this information within a week of the tme it is
located, rather than to wait until we can assemble a complete picture on any of the human
studies. Qur team releases this information 1o the Community Reading Room in Los Alamos
each Monday and sends a copy to DOE Albuquerque for them to release to their reading room at
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the Atomic Museum. We have released to date one hundred and ten (110) documents. Weekly
we locate new documents, determine their relevance, and process them for release.

I would like you to know that we accept your offer for assistance. We would welcome you or a
member of your staff on our team. Please contact Alan McMillan, the Team Leader for Human
Studies Project Team, at 667-1948. In addition, Alan will coordinate your requests with the
appropriate Laboratory organization to ensure you can obtain the information you are requesting.

Sincerely,

-&Jéﬂ«-—

James F. Jackson
Deputy Director
Los Alamos National Laboratory
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Secretary H. O'Leary, DOE
Governor B. King

B. Twining, DOE/AL

J. Bellows, DOEJLAAO

A. McMillan, ESH/HSPT, MS F650
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State Lab compromlsed’
Los Alamos cancer study

By KEITH EASTHOUSE
The New Mexican
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'* Laboratory. officials failed to
" provide the state with_informa-

: [ Honrelevant tothe studyya7 o

: lnalettertoEnergySEc‘re'ta'ry
. Hazel O'Leary;, Burkhart -said
: “weknownowthattheetudyhn

. lack of relevant data that:was
.+ available but was not offered by
. Lab:i - spoKesman:.qn - John:

.' - cooperated completely with _the
- state-led study,” .-

1 New Meneo Health Depart-,
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. The '$400,000 Heaith Depart-
mt study, funded by the DOE,
" is in its fourth year. The Health
‘Department is preparing to con-
duct a “case-control” study to in-
, vestigate possible causes of a
four-fold elevation in the rate of
thyroid cancer in Los Alamos in

Alamoa”ha.s béen “compromised” . the late 1980s and early 1990s..
beeeuae Los, Alamos National }. Burkhart, ina telephone inter-
r“view identified three pieces of

_information that have been publi-
cized in the press recently that
:he said.are relevant to the Health
Department’s .cancer study and
should have been made available

sured. J:lutonium levels’ in the
~Dody parts of 1,520 people in 27
states. The studies were part of

an effort’to determiné how radio-

 materials 2 are depostted in
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the body and to help set safety standards for nu-
elear workers, :

Gustafson said information about the labs au-"’
; topsy program has been in the pubhshed medical

; literature for years. . :
g “Interested scientists should be aware of it,”
Gustafson said. ¢ ... -+, e o

B From 1944-1961, the lnb conducted 254 tests
; that released radioactive lanthanum and trace
kamounts of radmactive strontium into_the atmo-
sphere.. - i Yasgroons
i Gustafson said the lab is calculating the radia-
tion dose that would have been delivered to the
! public by these tests.
He said the tests, which were pubhcxzed in a lab-
! oratory news bulletin at one point, were no secret.’
3 He also said that peeple living in Los Alamos were
well aware of them. ..
. "The tests rattled wmdows," Guetafson sud.
lL.ast week, a scientist with the State Environ-
ment Department said it's likely that the Omega
West nuclear reactor has been leaking tritium, a
radioactive form of hydrogen, into the environ-

- e

detected because the lab did not keep track. of how
- -4 water the reactor was using: % r-,_:

have been Jeaking for years. ., v arfain,

the lab held two weeks ago.. 7.
. Gustafson also:noted that the laboratory, ina’
news release last fall, discussed the lssue of trl-
“tium in groundwater beneath Los Alamos..._. .
| Burkhart said the information is relevant to the

ment for years. The scientist said the leak went un- ...

state (] mvestlgation into cancer rates in Los Ala-
mos in part because it provides evidence of radio-
active contamination from lab activities. Radiation
has been linked to some cancers, mcludmg thyrotd
cancer. - RETNT [ LHG Do

Burkhart said he was concerned there mlght be
more information about radioactive exposures that
the Health Department doesn’t know about.

“This raises the question in my mmd about what
we don't know,” Burkhart said.

. Burkhart and Bill Athas, an epldermologm with
the Health Department, said the state is interested
in learning more about leukemia death rate among
white Los Alam6s males in the 1950s that was al-
most seven times higher than the natlonal average
"during that decade.” "~ -

Because the elevation is confmed to men, it

raises the possibility that the cancer was caused by
. some sort of occupational exposure, Athass said.

". In his letter to O'Leary, Burkhart called on the

DOE to make available all information — whether
classified or unciassified — that may relate to the
study More broadly, Burkhart asked O'Leary for
“a full and complete accounting of all DOE records
that ‘may relate to radiation exposures of New
. Mexico citizens.”
Burkhart said the Health Department wants to
see such information so it can evaluate the extent

. tafson noted that it was lab seientists wlmv of the health threat —if any — posed by such expo-
i _vered evidence — a pool of tritium 350 feet!"
underground — that suggests that the reactor may

sures.’ ¥
“It is the department’s duty to pmtect the health

b TR of New Mexicans and keep them informed of po-
¢ That finding was discussed at a public meeting at ~ tential health threats,” Burkhart said.
I e |

.Burkhart requested that Health Department sci-
entists recexve clearances to rev:ew classified
‘data;s ™

" OLeary's ofl‘n:e in Washmgton D C could not be
reached for comment.
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Peoplsindzesmtehavetelephmed(
written the Department of Health out «
fear that their cancers or other diseas:
mybelmkedtotharunploymemath
Alamos, Burkhart said. . -

Ftumtedbywhathecanedulnwand -County is 86 miich higher than expected.-» + “T'm very

“pxeoemealmluseotmformaﬁmm‘» .10 figures released by the-
human  experimentation’ ‘and * radiationw’ New Mexico Tumor Registry in 1992 fol--
exposures at Los Alamos National Labora-»lowing & study, the thyroid cancer rate in'

tory, the state’s top health official has<'Los Alamos from 1980-50 was 9.8 cases

ukedtnlookﬂnuughprcnmulydamw perloo,OMpeop]c.Thesmwxdcrm:-

fied lab records: > =2 T2 that period was 4.3 per 100,000.

ingwabntlmendzhalthdeparme
and developing a questionnaire that I ¢
use so that I can start getting some infc
mation,” Burkhart said.:
Burkhart -also issued a press relea
Wednesday announcing his intent to mo
aggressivelyobminmedimlinfotmati

5T certainly not indicting LANL, but ni, MORE: See HEALTH on PAGE AB
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state officials to. moniter eqviron- -6e (medieal) data,” Burkhm uid.. tion reléased so far W4y ;%

ciﬂmed the DOE’s "pieeemeal
" release of information. .

- *This minimal effort cannot do

_ anything except promote a growing

public mistrust that cannot be
denied,” Burkhart wrote. -

Burkhart has also been frustrated

by Los Alamos’ response to his tele-

heaith information. :
‘_'!gotﬂﬂscanﬁmmllya
&ymnwd?mlatyunknowif
. we'll let you have it or not™
'Burkhanrecnlled. .

phyandfnctaheemonﬁmmfm

uﬁﬂxﬂ that vyes; Gustafson.tiaid. Los ' Alamos’>.
of which had been:” "Human Studies Project Team had ¥

a.m md,ismdaltﬁmmmf— “released 108 documents since the
ing public health dangers.«« >"7:- - team was formed Jan. 10. "l'hat‘s&
, Burkhart's letter. “Wehave,asyou“*f Inh:slettu‘toO'lxary Burkhart _pretty good clip,” he said.
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FAUL K. MINDLUE
DEPUTY SECRETARY

February 3, 1994

The Honarable Hazel O'lLasary
Secretary

Department of Energy
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary 0'Leary:

In light of some of the recent public disclosures of human experi-
nentation and intentional and accidental radiation exposures from
Dspartmant of Znergy (DOE) facilities, I am requesting a full and
complete accounting of all DOE records that may relate to radiation
exposures of New Mexico citizens. wWhile I realize that it may take
‘congiderable effort to meet this request, the New Maxico Department
of Health needs this information and the DOZ's plan and timetable
for ralsase of this information in order to aeffactively monitor the
health of our citizens. we intend to incraase resources at the
state level in order to better understand these iasues.

A8 you may knew, the New Mexioct Department of Health recantly com-
pleted a descriptive study of cancer incidence in Los Alamos County
for the 21-year time period 1970-1990. It was found that the ihoi-
dence of thyroid cancer in Los Alamos County Auring the late 1980s
and early 19908 was four-fold higher than that observed- in mtats
and national comparison populations. Thyroid cancer incidencs in
RAles was nearly eight times higher than expected during this time
period. Consequantly, the Department of Health is planning teo
eonduct a case-control study to investigate pessible causes of the
rscent slgvated thyroid cancer incidence in Los Alamos. If any
clameified or unciassified documentz in the possession of the DOE
OF any ¢f its contractors relate £o the studies ws are condugting
in New Mexico, I respectfully raguest that this matarisl ba nmade
available to us as scon as possibla.

We know now that the above study has already been compromimed by
lack of relevant data that was _pavailaple but was not offered by

LANL representatives. We have similar concerns regarding leukemia
incidence in lLos Alamos.
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Ltr to Seoretary Hazal O'Leary
February 3, 1984
Page 2

I have bean granted "Q" eclearance in the past at Los Alamcs that
expired in 1991. I would appreciate your conmideration of renawal
of this clearance ag wall ms issuance cf clearances to other
Department of Health parsennal in order to ebtain data relevant to
our studiies. In addition, tha Department of Health and its
scientists and apidamiologiets will ba happy to participate in any
tagk force or panel convened by LANL or DOE to provide information
to the public., While our concern is risk assesament and the haalth
c¢f present and future generatione of Naw Mexicans, we understand
the cultural barriers of generations of LANL scientists who are
today reluctant to release information except on a piacemeal basis
that provides little except anecdotal information. This minimal
effort cannot d¢ anything except promote a growing public mistrust
that cannot be denied,

The New Mexico Department of Health appreciates your publicly
stated willingness to embark on a courase of "openness’ with respect
to DOE facilities and activities. We look forward to werking with
you to regain the trust of the public. ‘

Plaasa contact me directly at the address listed or at (508) 827~

2613 (FAX: 505-827-2350) as 1l am urgently congcerned about these

issues and I would appreciate confirmation ef recelipt of this
regueast.

Michaal J. BRurkhart
Becretary

cc:  Governor Bruce King
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State of
New Mexico

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Carolyn Hutchinson, 827-2619
March 2, 1994

PAUL K. MINDGwE
DEPYTY SECRETARY

bovow

STATE DEPARTNENT OF HEALTH ASKS DOE TO DISCLOSE

o

P ALI, RADIATION INCIDENTS AFFECTING NEW MEXICANS

e

e santa Pe - Recent public digclosures of human experlmentation
—  and radiation exposures at DOE facilitles in New Mexico call for a
o

careful and responsible examination of thelr consequences on the
health of our citizens. In light of these disclosures the New
Mexice Department of Health is calling on DOE to releass all
relevant information to the Department’s stlentists for evaluation.

Lest year the Department found that the thyrold cancer
incidence in Los Alamos County @uring the time period 1988-1992 was
four times higher than that observed in state and national
corparison populations. The thyroid cancer incidence in males was

seven times higher than expected during thie time pariod.



Extended Page
Prelinminary review of leukemis mortality rates in the 19508 anmong

white males in Los Alamos County also raises concerns within the
Department.

Because of the observational nature of epidemioclogical studies
and the consequential difficulty in Jidentifying associationa

betwaen exposures and adverse health outcomes, such as radiation-

induced cancer, the Department requires complete and accurate
information on DOE radistion sources, their operational history,
and related environmental demography. All previously classifi
DOE data on health monitoring and‘radiation axperiments concerning
DOE workers, veterans and New Mexico residents in general are
crucial to any complete accounting of possible resultant public
health problens.

Department of Health Secretary Michael J. Burkhart says, "1
hopa the DOE will follow through with its new policy of openness by
providing full disclosure of all radiation incidents affacting New
Moxicans. It is the Department’s duty to protect the health of New
_Mexicans and Keep them informed of potential health threats, We
. are prepared to cooperats with DOX in a joint effort to provide
.1ntormation 'to the public. I intend to commit the necessary

resources at the state level to help addro‘a this 1mpottant ‘

natter,"
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