
L a s A b m o s N a t l o n a l L a ~  
of the Unrversltyof California 

b s  AlamosNew Mexico 87545 

M a c h  8, 1994 

Mr. Michael Burkhart 
Secretary of Health 
Department of Health 
1190 St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
87503 

Dear Mr. Burkhart: 

I would like to take the opportunity to respond to issues you raised in your letter to Secretary 
O'Leary. I will also address issues you raised in a press release entitled "State Department of 
Health Asks DOE to Disclose All Radiation Incidents Affecting New Mexicans" on March 2, 
1994 and in articles published in 7he New Mexican and the Albuquerque Journal. 

You state in your letter to Secretary O'Leary that the study by the New Mexico Department of 
Health regarding the cancer incidence in tos Alamos County for the period of 1970-1990 "has 
already been compromised by lack of relevant data that but was not offered by Los 
Alamos National Laboratory representatives." We are not aware of any specific formal request 
€or data from Los Alamos National Laboratory. Certainiy, the release of Laboratory emproyees' 
exposure histones requires a formal request in writing because of the need to comply with the 
Privacy Act. We want to emphasize that we ate now and have k e n  in the past willing to 
cooperate with your studies in any way possible. Please specify what information you need from 

We are aware of your request by phone on February 8, 1994, to the Human Studies Project Team 
for information related to human radiation studies at Los Alamos National Laboratory. Your call 
was promptly returned the next day by a technical member of our Human Studies Project Team. 
In that conversation, you requested the current bibliography of materials released to the LOS 
AIamos Community Reading Room and the fact sheets developed by our team. These were 
mailed to you the following day. In your conversation, you said that you would have to review 
the bibliography and fact sheets before deciding what other infonnation to request. Also in that 
conversation, we offered to help you in any way that we could. To date, the Human Studies 
Project Team has not received any further request from you or your office for additional 
information or documentation. 

We also wish to respond to your statements quoted in the Albuquerque Journal on March 3, 
1994 regarding your frustration with what you call "a slow and piecemeal release of information 
on human experimentation and radiation exposures at Los Alamos National Laboratory." 
Retrieving documentation from Los Alamos National Laboratory's archives on studies that 
occurred back as far as 1944 requires considerable time and effort by a number of our scientists. 
Our Human Studies Team attempts to release this information within a week of the time it is 
located, rather than to wait until we can assemble a complete picture on any of the human 
studies. Our team releases this information to the Community Reading Room in Los Alamos 
each Mondav and sends a COPY to DOE Albuquerque for them to release to their reading room at 

us. 
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the Atomic Museum. We have released to date one hundred and ten (1 10) documents. Weekly 
we loc3te new documents, determine their relevance, and process h e m  for release. 

I would like you to know that we accept your offer for assistance. We would welcome you or a 
member of your staff on our team. Please contact AIan McMillan. the Team Leader for Human 
Studies Project Team, at 667-1948. In addition. Alan will coordinate your requests with the 
appropriate Laboratory organization to ensure you can obtain the information you are requesting. 

Sincerely, 

James F. Jackson 
Deputy Director 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
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cy: 
Secretary H. O'kary, DOE 
Governor B. King 
B. Twining, DOE/AL 
J. Bellows, DOULAAO 
A. McMillan, ESWHSPT. MS F690 
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State: Lab ‘compromised’ 
,Los Alamos . . : -. 8 ;:--:< carker . .- 
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Z* t.--i-:, state’s investigatiok into cancer rates in ~ o s  Ma- 
mos in part because it provides evidence of radio- 

for nu- active contamination from lab activities. Radiation 
baa been linked to some 

. topsy program has been in the published medical Burkhan said he was 
<.- ‘7 more information about radioactive exposures that 

“Interested scientists should be aware of it,” the Health Department doesn’t know about. 
Gustafsonsaid. * (. 7 , I + . ~ .  .- .-*, .- This raises the question in my mind about what 

From 194e196k the lab conducted 2.54 tests we don’t know,” Burkhart said. 
that released radmctive lanthanum and trace . Burkhart and Bill Athas, an epidemiologist with 
amounts of radioactive strontium into- $e atmo- the Health Department, said the state is interested , l+-;r- r .  . ,, *,P’.‘ ,., in learning more about leukemia death rate among 

Gustafson said the lab is calcuhting the radm- whitefas Alamos males in the 1950s that was al- 1 z x s e  that would have been delivered to the . most seven times higher than the national average 

1 H e e d t h e  te.tX&whihwerepub&edinalab- Because the elevation is confined to men, it . oratory news bulletin at one point, were no secret. raises the possibility that the cancer was caused by i He also said that people living in Los some sort of occupational exposure, Athas said. 
well aware of them In his letter to OZeary, Bufkhart called on the 
9 .  ‘ m e  tests rattled winam,‘ G DOE to make available all information - whether 

.Last week, a scientist with the State Environ- classified or unckassified - that may relate to the 
ment Department said it‘s likeIy that the Omega. study. More broadly, Burkhart asked for 
West nuclear reactor has been leaking tritium, a “a full and complete accounting of all DOE records 

!radioactive form of hydrogen, into the environ- that may relate to radiation exposures of New 
ment for yeara. The sciat is t  said the Ieak.went un- -Mexico citizens.” 

1 detected because the lab did not keep t r a c p f  how Burkhart said the Health Department wants to 
5 r -5 water the reactor was using: see such information so it can evaluate the extent 

tafson noted that it was lab scientists who. of the health threat - if any -posed by such expo- 
t 
underground - that suggests ”It is the departmenisdusto p r o k t  the health 
have been leaking for years. . of New Mexicans and keep them informed of PO- 

Thatfindingwasdiscusseda tmtial health threats,” Burkhart said. 
the lab held two weeks ago. Et Burkhart requested that Health Department sci- 
:- GUSMSOII also.noted that thi entists receive clearances to review classified 
news release last fall, discussed &&%” , - I 

tium in groundwater beneathhs Alamos. -1. . - --: Ozearg‘s office n Washington D.C. could not be 
1 Burkhart said the pformatip is relevant to the reached for comment. 
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February 3 ,  1994 

The Honerable Hazel O'La&ry 
Becretary 
DlpartmWlt: of Ensrgy 
Waehington, D.C. 20201 

Dear Secretary bqLcrary: . 

Tn light of B O ~ L  of tho recent 
umntatj.on and intentianal and public dimclosurr~ og human swari- 
I_. acoidental radiation exposure8 f r o m  

DOpartment of ~nergy (DOE) PaciZit ies ,  I an remesting 8 full and 
complete aocounting cis all DOE record6 that may relste to radiation 
expaauras of N ~ W  Mexico citizans. dhile f rraliar tbat it lpay take 

' oonsiderablr e f f o r t  to meet thhi request, the New Mexico Dlpadm8nt 
of Waalth needs this information and the DOE'e plan and timcbt8ble 
for reLm.ee of thie information in order to affmctivo'ly monitor t he  
health 02 our d t i z e n s ,  We intend to inareame I C B ~ O U ~ G C I I  at th. 
stata 1wel  in order to better underatand theme ismuas. 

A6 YOU may mow, ths New M 8 X i W  Department of Health raamntly con- 
plated a domariptiva study of cancer Lncidenolo in &os Almos County 
far the 21-year tiam perfad 1970-1990. It wall found that the knUi- 
~ence  of thyroid cancer in Lee ~lamoe County during tba lata 1980s 
and early 1990e was four-fold higher than that obearved'in rrtate 
and national compnrison populations. Thyroid cancer incidence b 
males waa nearly eight t: we$ highar than Wpecta8 during thf8 tt=fUiCt 
pmriod. Consequmntly, the ~epartment o f  Xaalth ir planning t b  
aondtsct a oms-cantrol study to investigate polrnible uuu8el of 
Iacent elevated thyroid aanaer inaidenee in Los AZamos. If any 
alrsrified or unchomified bocua60nto in the pa81~ession of a0 DOE 
Or any 02 i t s  contractor# relrte t o  the rtudlmr wm am condud6g 
in New Mawico, 3f rerpectfully r q w @ t  that thic matrrfal ba'madm 
Wdilable  to urn a0 goon &e poegibh.  

I 

We know now thrt the above study has already baan camproopimod by 
Lack o f  relevant data that waa w e  but waa not offered by 
W L  repr raentat ivam . W(s have t&uil%%3arn~ xfi@arding lOUkmfU 
kncidcnoa in Lar Alamos. 



Ths New Mexiae Pepartmant of HeaLth appreaiateB your publicly 
r tated willingnesrr to ambark on a courm of t10panne8grr with roepact 
to DOE facilities and activities. We laak forward to working with 
you to regain the trust o f  the public. 

Mitahael J ,  burkhnrt 
Secretary 

cct Governor Bruce King 
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Banta F8 - Reoent public disclosure6 of human experimentation 

and radiation exposurss at DOE facilities in Naw MexfcO call f o r  a 

careful and. ra~ponsibls examination oE thafr consequencee on the 

- 

health o f  our cltizrpnei. In light of tnese disclosures thr New 

Mexiaq Department of Health ifis Galling un DOE to re1eI-l 813 

relevant information t o t h e  Departmentts fahlmntists for evaluation. 

L a s t  year the Department found that t h e  thyroid G m C B f  

inuidenoe in LQB Alamoa county a w i n g  the time pmriod 1988-1992 wae 

four t~naas higher than that observed in Btatc and national 

Comparlsun populations, The thyroid cancer inoidence in males was 

seven times higher than sxgected during this tima period, 



E x t e n d e d  P a g e  l a  1 
Preliminary reviow of hUkC9I1i.a mortality ratan Ln the S O 5 0 6  -on$ 

white naales in Loa hlamolr county el60 rairem concern. within the 

Departnrrnt. 
Because o f  the observationaA nature of epiaexniolqioal 8tUdhs  

end th8 consequential difficulty in idantifyinp as6OciatiOna 

between  exposure^ and advrrsa health outaornes, much as r8biakkm' 

induced canoer, the Deapartment te&?dd completr and aCCUraf9 

information On DOE radiation ~ourcm~, their operational hi8toWt 

and relatad environmental demagraphy. All prrvfously alaseifi J 
DOE data on health monitoring and radiation axgorhWtte conceminp 

informatioh to the publio. X intend to c e d t  the nocarbrnry 

resouuezu at tns state level to help erddrare this ilapaztant 

matter e (1 
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