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MEMORANDUM FOR CHAIRMAN SEABORG
COMMISSIONER RAMEY 
COMMISSIONER TAPE 
COMMISSIONER JOHNSON
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SUBJECT: B-52 CRASH

We are in close communication with DOD concern** 
in? the B-52 crash at Thule. Attached for your 
information is the text of DOD's initial announce
ment, made about 10 a.m. today.
we will refer all queries to DOD with the following 
exceptions:
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it If asked about ABC involvement, we
will respond that a group was dispatched 
last night from Albuquerque to render 
whatever assistance is indicated.

2. We will respond to any general questions 
about the safety of nuclear weapons, 
avoiding any comment on the crash at 
Thule,

John A. Harris, Director 
Division of Public Information

Attachment
cc: R. E. Hollingsworth, General Manager

H. C. Brown, AGM 
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The Department of Defense today announced that a U. S.
Air Force B-52 bomber crashed at approximately 3:40 p.m.,
EST, Sunday (January 21, 1968) on the ice of North Star Bay, 
some seven miles from the west of the runway to Thule, 
Greenland. The aircraft was attempting, an emergency landing.

Seven crewmen were listed as being aboard the aircraft 
which was from the Plattsburg Air Force Base, New York.

There are five known survivors who parachuted from the 
aircraft. The body of the sixth crew member has been found. 
Search and rescue operations have been continuing for the 
seventh. The aircraft was carrying nuclear weapons which 
are unarmed so that there is no danger of a nuclear explo
sion at the crash site. There is no known damage to civilian 
property.

The cause of the accident has not been determined. An 
investigating team has been sent to Thule from SAC. There 
are no additional details available at this time.
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