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SUBJECT : Russian Ships and Aircraft Approach Newfoundland. Smallwood 
Reacts.

REF

r
Press reports during the past few days publicized the fact taat two 
Russian spy ships were sighted by Canadian Forces aircraft about 90 
miles east of St. Anthony, Newfoundland on February 11 while the 
aircraft were on routine patrol. Another report indicates that five 
Soviet bombers were "intercepted" some 70 miles off the coast of 
Newfoundland on February 16.
When queried about the Russian aircraft, Premier Smallwood is supposed 
to have indicated that he thought their mission was a friendly one, 
that they were no doubt checking the waters off Newfoundland to 
determine whether or not there had been any pollution injurious to 
the fishing in which Soviet trawlers were engaged in this area, as 
a result of the loss of the US hydrogen bombs near Thule the latter 
part of January. Premier Smallwood advised the reporting officer of 
making this statement to the press, and he embellished his statement 
by saying that if the Russians had had any evil design, they 
certainly would have sent more than five bombers.

On being questioned further by the press, according to Smallwood, he 
was asked whether or not it might be proper for Canada to check the 
potential radioactivity danger from the US hydrogen bombs instead of 
leaving it up to Russia end the United States to make such a determina
tion. He answered in the affirmative and upon being pressed, it was 
suggested that this matter will be a job for the International
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Conference on liorthwest Atlantic Fisheries (ICIIAF). As a result of 
this exchange with the press, the enclosed press statement appeared 
in the February 19 issue of the St. John’s Evening Telegram.
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|JRS wants further check 
"on clanger of lost bombs

Premier Smallwood 
.would like to see 
.somebody besides the 
United States or the 
Russians check the poten
tial radioactivity danger 
from U.S. hydrogen 
bombs lost near Thule, 
Greenland, Jan. 22.

f ’Hie premier said in an 
(interview Saturday that

the International Con
ference on Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries (IC- 
NAF might be the pro
per instrument through 
which an Independent 
study could be made of 
the possible danger to 
fish stocks.

Mr. Smallwood in
dicated he felt it was bet
ter to make this kind of a 
check now rather than 
afler some unpleasant 
discovery that might oc
cur later.

Danish and American 
scientists have concluded 
that the crash of the U.S. 
B-52 bomber, carrying 
four hydrogen bombs,

poses no radioactive 
threat now or in the fu
ture.

A joint statement said 
Friday that the two-day 
meeting of members of 
the Danish Atomic 
Energy Commission and 
U.S. officials considered 
the technical implications 
of the crash.

All radioactive 
wreckage from the plane 
and the disintegrated 
hydrogen bombs will be 
removed from 
Greenland, the statement 
said.

Radioactivity levels in 
the area will be checked 
closelv in the future, it 
added.
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