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Mr. Lee Meyer indicated that a letter (DPST-64-578)
concerning the status of the low grade plutonium production
program was transmitted to their local AEC office on
December 3, 1964, and should be to us within a week. The
letter contains information concerning the total amount of
material presently on hand as well as some analytical data
on material purity.

Savannah River presently has 3.6 kilograms total oxide which
was obtained from one campaign. A 75% efficiency was
accomplished in the recovery and production of this material.
Ultimate annual production rates are still uncertain since the
plutonium-238 content (20%) of this batch was quite different
from that value predicted by the physicists. The discrepancy
between the predicted (10%) and actual (20%) plutonium-238
content is currently under investigation and Mr. Meyer promised
to send additional information concerning annual production
rates to us by January 1, 1965. However, he did say that the
reactor schedule at Savannah River is such that two or three
campaigns are carried out annually and that the plutonium-238
isotope content should increase with each cycle. However,
based on current knowledge and recovery efficiencies of 907%

to 957%, a total oxide production capability of 10 to 15 kilograms
annually would be minimum.
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