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Jt approximately IWO p.n. ou Tuesday, Uctoper. 12,
I Was notified by th. . b. Gnagey that there had peen
an aircraft accident involvirk, weapon components at

He advised me that ET. G. 	 (.rove, as actin,;

Plant ....fleger, was forming an essistance team to proceed
to WMFB as soon as possible. i brief meetia with
Dr. Grove revealed that tL0 hed informed WO that
cergo type aircraft had burnec with etout 87 Tritium
Loosting eeservoirs anu 100 •cutroa 1Jeaerators on board.
Certain of the Generators contained explosive timers;
desi cdaed by Sandie and produced by Lound Laboratory.

eccordiagly, a team consistiu, of Hessrs :L. Gore, WO;
J. G ,rner; P. Learns; X. Chaney; and 	 Schaefer left
Hoene at about 1:45 p.m. with the Health Alysics "hot
spot" kit consistinL;, of disposable plastic protective
garments and a portable T-290 "sniffer'. 4o reported to
Colonel :earns at the Bese Commane Post where we received
a briefing on the situation and an introduction to
Captain Thompson who was in chars of the Aase Explosivev
Ordnance Disposal Team (E.O.D.). We then proceeded to
the accident scene where the lest of three truck loads of
charred N containers were bein g removed to the sAC
bunker storagearea. Discussions with personnel at the
scene revealed that they were unable to detect any
c.intamiaation with their T-290 "sniffer". Similar
results were obtained with the Mound 1-290 except when
placed within about 6 inches of a burst MC-i188 Weld type)
heservoir which had been found in its al can which also
had a large rupture in it. It was evIdent that a T-289
'sniffer" would be required to detect the presence of the
lower but still potentially hezarcoes level that we were
convinced must be present. ee were iaformed that all base
persoanel who were involved at the scene wouic submit
urine samples to the 3wse health Physics group.
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The fire was reported to have started at about 1:00
Monday, )ctober Ii, 196.:., by a spark from a refueling
truck which ignited about 200 gallons of gasoline which
had spilled to the ground beneath the aft part of the
aircraft fusel.eie from a broken refueling line couplin;.
The aircraft Magnesium-Alum 4 num alloy skin eventually
burned, the entire fuselage was gutted by the fire, and
the tail section collapsed. Five thousand (5000) gallons
of fuel in the wing tanks did not ignite due to what mast
have been a very effective fire fighting effort. State-
ments were mace by several base guards and Colonel Redeker,
who is in charge of Civil Engineering which includes the
fire fighting crews, that they were unaware of the nature
of the material on the aircraft until they were in the
aircraft and heard several small explosions and saw a
bomb (later identified as an inert training weapon). The
fire burned for 2 or 3 hours.

ik large portion of the water and foam used in and on the
aircraft had drained off through a sewer opening located
beneath the aircraft. J. Garner has reported that Miami
River samplings have shown no significant changes in
counting results as of Tuesday, October 19, 196.

On ;4ednesday, October 13, 1965, Garner Gore, and Schaefer
took the hound T-289 sniffer' truck and proceeded to the
Base Command Post. P planning meeting was conducted by
Captain J. nzzuto from the inspector General's Office at
Kirtland AFB, t:louquerque. K. Baker, P. Welke, and
J. 'i.lomack from Du Pont; R. Caldwell, SRO-ikEC; and D. Hart,
41.0-iEC were also present. This group, plus the WPAFB
E.O.D. team, then went to the SAC bunker storage area.
The planning called for the bunkers to be approached in a
very cautious manner since the rate of outgassing from
the debris or buildup in the bunkers was unknown.
j. Garner and 14,. Schaefer in the "sniffee truck were
able to determine that there was only insignificant
airborne contamination at the face of the bunkers and
about 10 micro-curies/Hr in the bunker as determined by
a 'sniffer" hose placed under the bunker doors. E.O.D.
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team members then proceeded, while 6abed in aounc-provided
plastic suits and iir force !:cott Air Packs, to remove
individual teservoir ., 14 containers from the bunkers. These•

were tested at the vent hole and almost all exhibited a
small reading above background. bix containers showed
readirvs from 500 to 1500 micro-curies/M3 and were isolated
for special handling. The one burst MC-1188 and another
found loose with a damaged Squib Valve were repackaged in a
JP container supplied by Mound L4boratory.

On T,iursday, October 14, 1965, J. i.erner, J. (able, T. Gore,
and 	 Schaefer again proceeded to the SAC area. Mr. L. Hobbs,
S-ndie, [lbuquerque, 1410, joined the group to appraise the
condition of the Neutron Generators; and a truck from ALO
arrived via Berlington, Iowa with a load of empty JP containers.
D. Hart, ALO, received a communication about this time which
indicated that the true load of weapon components was as
follows:

3 MC-1188 i.eservoirs
It 1C-20 Reservoirs
1 1A-22 Reservoirs
67 1A-33 1 ,,,servoirs

Units returning from stocitpile

95 Total teservoirs

22 MC-1871 Neutron jenerators
4 MC-1649 Neutron Generators
36 MC-1674 Neutron G-aerators

162 Total NeutronJterators

The task of opening AN cans, snifficl,, and repacking was
begun. Tee six high level items mentioned previously were
allowed to outgas further and were not repackaged till the
following day when the levels in the cans were monitored
at about 350 micro-curies/W. This would tend to indicate
that the earlier higher levels detected were probably due
to contamination from the burst reservoir rather than
seepage through the reservoir walls due to the sustained
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high temperat -Ln:e to wirich they we e exposed.

the AN containers were oaoly charred with lids buiLied
out and sent. The condition of the contents varier! for
Loth the Rdservuirs and Neutron G,nerators. ia s,Jme cases
toe component was 44 charred Wass With no remainin pacKino
material. Ia other cases the :)ackiri, material was pray
sli6htly charred with no visible 	 ..qe to the component.
only onc explasive timer was observed to hove exploded
full scale and resulted in anly bulgin :; of the MC-1674
nerator welded stainless steel cose. lhe MC-1674

Generator uses the 4C-1675 Time'. ,t least Lone or the
MC-1o7:, units involved in th 	 cideat were from Lot 4.

J. Garner and J. Kahle spent port of Friday, (›ctober 22,
1965, at the 'bunker . area and participated in the final
repackin. Ir. T. 	 nehanrer and D. Span&ler who
had been on travel status • ..mrived and made arra%ements
for 8 reservoir units to be sent to Mound for surveillauee.
testinz, These are the 6 high level units, one burst
unit, and one unit with a damaged Squib. Valve.

a.;410-'• 0

I. believe the iollowin conclusi .nc can be arrived a t
as u result of this incident.

1. The aircraft uc its iOziC Oi weapon components is
total loss.

4 The 1-290 "sniffer" is not reliable or senstive enou,n
to detect potentially harmful levels of contaminateo
air. ?,)rtabillty appears to be its only virtue.

Conventional N cans are not structurally sound or
durable enough to handle hlzh pressure heservoirs in
shipment.

4. There i a aced for claser custodial control of weapon
components durin military shipment and transfer..
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• AEC and aei- borin6 military in tallatons should main-
tain a liaison in the technical and Health Physic
areas so that they are aware of each other's capabilities.

0. None of the MRC personnel picked up additional urine
counts as a r.sult of the exposure. 1. Gore, DA0-,EC,
has not submitted a sample to date.

.11 C., 	 r.1 flY
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