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Disaster lucident at wright-Tatterson fir Force i.se
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£t approximately 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 12, 19454,
I was notified by biv. L. B. Gnagey that there had veeun

o an aixreraft accident iovolving wewpon components at
il o . T . = o ! )
= WeAFB. He advised me that vy, o, K. GYove, 4 acting
E - . : 6
= Plant Henager, was forming an assistance team to proceed
& v » - 5 P v %
0552; to WPAFB as soon us possible. £ Drief meeting with
<587 Dr. Grove revealed that 4LO had informed DAD that a C-124
o . . _— N W . .
HEEZ cargo type alrcraft had burned with about 87 Tritium
EES T Boosting kKeservoirs and 100 Heutron Generators on board.
*"a [ T T )
;.:%;; Certain of the Generators contained explosive timers;
ggj:g designed by Sandiac and produced by Hound Laboratory.
23 3¢
-— T . " ) " . -
‘:§§ dccordingly, a team consistin. ol lessrs 1. Gore, D&O;
& J. Gerner; P. Adams; X, Chaney; and K. Schaefer left
5

Mound at about 1:45 p.m. with the Health Physics "hot
spot™ kit coansistiog of disposable plastic protective
garments and & portable T-290 “sniffer'. we reported to
Colonel scamg at the Base Command Ppst where we receivecd
a briefing on the situation and an introduction to
Captain Thompson who was in charje of the Base Explosives
Ordnance Disposal Team (E.0.D.). We then proceeded to
the accident scene where the last of three truck loads of
charved /AN containers were being removed to the £&C
bunker storage area. Discussions with persoonel at the
scene vevealed that they were unuble to detect any
contamination with their T-290 "sniffer'., Similax
resulis were vbtained with the lMound T-290 except when
placed within about § inches of a burst MC-~1188 (IRL type)
keservoir which had been found in its AN can which also
had & large ruptuxre in it, 1t was evident that & 1-28Y
Ysniffer” would be required to detect the presence of the
lower but still potentially Liazaxcous level that we were
convinced must be presgent. we were informed that all base
pexsonnel wiw were involved st the scene woulc submit
urine samples to the 3ase Healti: Physics group.

P



I, L. beott - Detober 22, 1uad

The five wuas reported to have started at sbout 1:00 a.m.
Monday, Jctober li, 1965, by a spark from s refueling
truck which ignited about 200 gellions of gasoline which
had spilled to the ground beneath the sft part of the
aircraft fuselage from & broken refueling linme coupling.
The aircraft Mognesium~Aluminum alloy skin eventually
surned, the entire fuselage wae gutted by the fire, and
the tail section collapsed. Five thousand (5000) gallons
of fuel in the wing teniks did uot ignite due to what must
have been a very effective fire fighting effort. State-
ments were mace by several base guards and Colonel Redeker,
who is in charge of Civil Engineerin, which includes the
fire fighting crews, that they were unaware of the nature
of the material on the airxcraft uatil they were in the
airveraft snd heard several small explosions and saw a
bomb (later identified as an inert training wesapon). The
fire burxned for 2 or 3 hours.

& ilarge portion of the water and fosm used in and on the
aircraft had drained off through a sewer opening located
beneath the aircraft. J. Garner has reported that Miami
River sumplings have shown no significant changes in
counting results zs of Tuesday, October 19, 1965,

On wednesday, October 13, 1965, Garner, Gore, and Schaefex
took the Mound T~289 "sniffer" truck and proceeded to the
Base Commend Post. 4 planning meeting was conducted by
Captain J. Pizzuto from the lnspector General's Office at
Kirtiand AFB, Albuquerque. k. Baker, P. Walke, and

J. womack from Du Pont; K. Caldwell, SRO~4EC; and D. Hart,
ALO-/EC were also present. This group, plus the WPAFB
E.0.D. tesm, then went to the SAC bunker storage area.

The planning called for the bunkers to be approached in a
very cautious manner since the rate of outgassing f{rom
the debris or buildup in the bunkers was uaknown.

J. Garner and k. Schaefer in the "snlffer" truck were

able to determine that there was only insiznificant
airborne contamination at the fuace vf the bunkers and
about 10 micro-curies/M® in the bunker as determined Ly

a8 "sniffer" hose placed under the bunker doors. E.{.D.
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teanm members then proceeded, while garbed in Mound-provided
plastic sults and sir Force Scott Aly Packs, to remove
indivicual feservolxr #N containers from the bunkers. These
were tested at the vent hole and slmost all exhibited u
small reading above background., Six containers showed
readings from 500 to 1500 micro-curies/M® and were isolated
for speeial handling. 7The one burst MC-1188 and anothex
found loose with a damaged Squib Valve were repackaged in o
J2 container supplied by Mound Laboratory.

On Toursday, October 14, 1965, J. Garnex, J. Xahle, T. Core,
and K. Schsefer again proceeded to the 54C area., Mr. L. Hobbs,
Sondia, flbuguerque, 1410, joilned the group to appraise the
condition of the Heutron Generators; and a truck from ALD
arrived via Burlington, Iowa with & load of empty JP containers.
D. Hert, ALO, received a communication about this time which
indicuted that the true load of weapon components wag as
follows:

3 MC-1188 Reservoirs
16 1C-20 LReservoirs
1 14-22 Reservoirs
67 14~33 Reservoirs
_8 Units returning from stockpile

95  Total Leservoirs

22 HC-1871 Heutrou Generators
4 MC-1649 Neutron Generators
136 MC-16764 Neutron Generators

162 Total RNeutron Cenerators

The task of opening &N cans, salffing, and repacking was
begun., Tue six high level items meantioned previously were
allowed to outgas further and were not vepackaged till the
following day when the levele in the cens were monitored
at about 350 micro-curies/M®. Tiis would tend to indicate
that the earlier higher levels detected were probably due
to contamination from the burst reservolr rather than
seepage through the reservoir walls due to the sustained
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high temperature to which they were exposed.

£11 the AN containers were badly charved with lids bulged
sut and pent. The condition of the contents varied iox
Loth the Reservoirs and Heutron Generators. 1n some cases
tiwe component wat & charred mess with no remsining packing
material. 1. other cases the paecking materisl was ooply
slightiy charred with no visible damagze to the component.
Jaly one explusive timer was observed tou huve exploded
full scele and resulted in only bulging of the MC~1674
Generator welded staloless steel case. The NME-1674
Generator uses the MC~1575 Timer, St least some o1 the
MC-1675 wanits involved in this incicent were ivom Lot 4.

Je Garner and J. Kahle spent pert of ¥Friday, Jctober 22,

7
1945, at the bunker area and participated ia the final
repacking. Dr. T. #. Reinehesmmer aand . Gpangler who
had Leen on travel status xrived and wmade arrangewents
for 5§ rveservolr units to be sent to Mound for surveillance
testing. These are the b high level units, one burst
unit, and one unit with & damaged Squib Valve.

gopelusions

I believe the followin; cooclusions can be arrived st
ags o rvesult of this incident.

1. The aircraft snd its load of weapon components L& o
total losgs.

7. The 1-290 Vsniifer" is not zeliable or sensitive enough
to detect potentially harmiul levels of contaminatec
air. DPurtability appears to be its ouly virtue.

3. Conventional 4N cans are nobt structurally sound ov
durabie enough to handle high pressure Hegervoirs in
shiipment.

4. Inere is @ uneed for closer custodisal contrsl of weapon
components during, military shipment and tranefer.
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5. ABC and neighboring military installistions should main-
tain & liaison in the techanical and Health Physics
areas so that they ave aware of each other's capabilities.

6. None of the MRC pergonnel picked up additional urine
counts as o resgult of the exposure. 1. Gore, DAO--EC,
has not submitted s sample to date.
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