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DEv 09 1998 Certain events during the last few days have impli-
cations which are disturbing to me, and I belisve they
warrant your attentlon.

l. During the course of this week, I have received
the following wemoranda to Dr. N. E. Bradbury from Col.
L. E, Seeman ss Commanding Q0fficersy File EIDM CO, numbers
XIX-17, XIX-18, XIX-19, XIX-20,

2. In each cass Dr,. Bradbury is requested by ths Com-
manding Officer to supply certain technical information
and/or to take certain astion within the Technicsl Area.

S« HNumber XIX-18, paragraph 2, says in part "Ine
struotions have been recel from the ¥ashington Head-
quarters of the Manhattan Project directing that the Los
Alamos lLaboratory take the following action®™, ete,

4, Number XIX-20, paragraph 2, says in part "In-
structions have just been received by telephone from higher
authaority directing that the laboratory policy suspending . .
e » « Operations be set aside”, eto,

8. I know personally that XIX-18 is a condensation
of a mush longer communiecation, all the contents of whigh
refer to the gubject of the memorandum, My verbal request
for additional specifioc information has been given an
evasive reply,

oy 5"

6, In the past, requests smuch as are covered in Iten
£ either have been communicated directly to the Director
of this preojeet by the Washington Headquarters by telsphone,
letter, or other means, or if transmitted through the Com=
manding Offiger, have been delivered to the Director in the
fora of the original letter or teletype, or by an exact
aopYe.

7. Under the present organisational set-up, there is
no provision whatever for the Commanding Officer to make
"requests™ which have the force of directives to the Direc-
tor. The Director himself reports only to General Groves,

" —

KT "
UNCLASSIFIED s ¢

e T e

22614



o} 5"

22614

Generel Groves UNCLASS“E‘ED September 6§, 1948
O EERFT .

3¢ The form in which the requests in the above-mentioned
zemoranda are made, and the method adopted for transmitting
direotives f{rom the “ashington Headquarters strongly lmply
a change of policy with respect to the relations bstween
the Cirector and the Commending Nff{icer., The implication
13 that the Director will report to and receive his instruoc~
tio .s from the Cosmending Officer even in the caae of Tache
nioal Area activitiea and responsibilities, rather than the
Comnmanding General, as in the past,

8. During the time the memorands in Items 1,2,3, and
4 were prepared, Col, Gee was on the Post,

10. The Commanding Nfficer has been gliven the oppor-
tunity to reply to the following:

a, Has theres bsan a change in basilc polisy for Project
Y affesting the relative positions of the Director
and the Commanding JMficer with respect to final
responsibility for Technical Area activitiea?

te If auch & change has been made, why has the Director
not been notified?

¢, If no change in policy has besn made, the Commsnding
0fficer has been asked to agree %o adhere to previous
poliog as far as Technical Area activitiss are con~
O .

1l. To questions a and b the cmtng 0fficsr has re-
plied "X do not know"”. In another place he stated, "Dr,
Bradbury and I have worked in complete harmeny, as far as I
know, in solving questions of mitusl interest without making
any issue of who reports to whom, dual position was adop~-
ted upon recommendation of br, imer and approval bdy
Gensral Groves, and it has facllitated, to & great extent,
the ceordination and operations which have been carried out

since my assignmsnt here.” I believe this statement 1s julte
correct,

13, In the absence of Dr. Bradbury, I ocannot permit
changes in basic policy or sncroachmsnt upon the Director's

authority by msthods of attrition applied by the Commanding
officer,

therefore, ask whether you have made or
oonunphto nkins change of basiec policy whiech would
nake the Diresctor unpcmiblo to the Commanding Offlicer for
the activities of the Technlioal Area and Technical Livisions
nthu' than diroo?}y to you as Commanding Gensralt
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