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Dear Dr. Jettes N
DEC 091998

With regard to your letter of this date, I can only reply to your
Paragraphs 9, 10 and 11 by saying "I do not know®, I have been advised
that I personally can expect a transfer, and that Colenel Gee was to
assune station at this site., It is my understanding that Colonel Gee,
on his last visit here, was acting on his own initiative based upon
t instructiens, either oral or written, which he had received from
Gensral Groves or the District Engineer, Colenel Nichols, or both, .
The communications mentioned in your Paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 4 were drafied
by him and signed by me, They all deal with matters upon which Celensls
Reper and Gee made inventory just reeently, which matters, as I recall

it was understood in Tech Beard and by Dr,. Bradbury's philosephy were
most especially a military responsibility,

I night take exception to your Paragraph 7. The organisation chart
you refer to is the erganization chart of the University of California
contractor, and not the organisation chart of the total eperations on
this reservation, You are correct in assuming that all matters falling
within the scope of the technical eontract, such as the Supply and
Administrative Division, of whiech I as Associate Director was appointed
leader, are the responsibility of the Director, However, there are
several other contracters on the Pest and manifeld Government cperations
of great responsibility, of whieh the Director has no ecognizanoe and I
personally am responsible to higher autherity, No one in the Technical
Area has appreciated the volume of work involved in operating a city the
size of Los Alamos, ner the obligations devolving upon the senior War
Departaent represeatative, As repregentative of the Contracting Officer
on all contracts in ferce at Los Alamos alse, you will appreciate I have
the responsibility of administering the Califernia contract, whieh
immediste responsibility is delegated to Lt, Col, Stewart under my and
Colenel Betts®' supervision, While you state that there is ne provisioea
for the Direetor to report to the Commanding Officer, it is certainly
true that the Commanding Officer camnot, by virtue of his pesition as

senior representative of the Government, re the Diregter, an
employes of a contraetor to the Govermment,/ Dr, Bradbury and I have
complete harmeny, ar as » in solving questiens of
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Lir. to Dr. E. R, Jette dated 6 September 1946 (eonmttd)

My dual position was adopted upon recommendation of Dr, Oppenheimer and
spproval by General Groves, and it has facilitated, to a great extent,
‘the coordination and eperations which have been carried out since my
asgignment here,

I regret the faet that this situation has arlsen during the absence

of Dr, Bradbury, and feel sure that he must have had some conversation
with General Groves and Colonel Nichols during our visit in Wagshimgtoen
last weok, of which neither you nor I are aware,

Very truly yeurs,

o

L. E, SEEMAN
Colonsl, C,E,
Commanding
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