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Follo'..'ixis i s a rc3u.:3 of Lclc::ype .,icssa,_,e3 reooivcd ""ro'x 
. a sh in j t on bhis d a t e . I-'urtlicr infor . . i , l ion ' . / i l l 03 rar.ii^>.cc. \ s 
soon as i t i s a v a i l a b l e : 

To OnpeniieiLicr from Groves 
• ^ ^ I I , I . I 

This reoû nc of laGssa cs \.'a3 pA^cparod by I r. I a.ilcy. 

ThQ rollo\/ino './as flashed froii x,he plane 15 ..ilnutes after 
x'clease by rci-sons: 

"Clear cut rcssulos, oxcecdinr; TK test in visible 
effects, and in all respects successful. "lorr.ial conditions ccn-
Xiinued î ^ aii'craft after ^ olivcry vas acco.:plished. "isual attac 
on IIiroahi..ia at 5:15 PIl Aujust 5th, v,ith only l/lO cloud cover. 
Flack and fij,hters \.'orc rbsont." 

General I-'arrell sent the folio.;ins after return to base a id 
Interrogation: 

''Boiiiblnc v-as i.iado favorable by a larjo opening in cloud 
cover directly over the tar{;jct. r-.;ccellent i-ecord was reported froiii 
P'astax iilms, althou^^i they are not yet processed. Otlicr observing 
planes also anticipate joou records. There ;;as no appi'ociable sound, 
nocause of the bright dayli^lit the flash was less blindinc than it 

3 Trinity. The ball of fire changed in a fev; seconds to purple clouds 
and boilinf-;, upward s'-'irlin̂ ; flr.ies. '.e had just couplctod the turn 

^ v'hcn tho flash was observed, Tiiere \;as an intensely bri^jht lijxat, 
^ and the rate of rise of the white cloud was faster than at Trinity. 

It was_ 1/3 {greater in dla.r.eter, reaching 00,000 feot in three 
O .ninuteb. :..a:cljauni altitude at least 'JO,000 feet, with flattened 

top at this level. A coiiibat airplane 363 ..lilcs a;vay at 25,000 feet 
observed it. Tlaen haze, and .lot earth curvature, li..ited our ob
servation. The ...uecn Bee folt t\.o dlGtinct sJiocks of close flak-
burst intensity. . ith the exception of the outuri/.ost waterfront 
areas da^c jray dust layer joining colu..in coverca tho entire city, 
i'lashes of fire in extrcie turbulence were visible in the dust 

04 w.iich covered a miniuun e3ti...atcd î ia..aeter of three j..iles. One 
observer rc.aarked tiiat it looked as if the v/holo tou'n were being 

C^ torn apart, and that there ;.ere risin̂ :; dust coluJ.ms out of tlie 
valley approaches to whe tovn. 

"BocauGO of the cust it v.'as impossible to cst*....ato 
structural daraâ e by eye. Parsons, as -.ell as other observers, 
felt that tho siĵ -ht was a\.cso.iiC and trc.-nendous oven after Trinity." 
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b r . i.^anxey c o n t i n u e s : 

"Rcconiiaijaance craft covered the tarjct after four hours, 
and returned to the base zo ...ake their first report au 6:00 Al.'i: 

'At 250)8{ utiles tho dbud v;as first visible. It ex
tended over a wide area to a heijnt of 40,000 feet, having a 
brownish-yellov/ tint in the lower part and a bluish tint in the 
higher part. This was apparently ..lostly dust and srnoke. Several 
fires wero visible along the fringes of the cloud at about 10,000 
feet from the center of i:npact. Decause of smoke, the i.iagnitude 
of the fires was indeterminato, Tho si.ioko flattened out within 
half an hour at 20,000 feet. One observer coiianentcd that it was 
solid enough to walk on, and another that it was far worse than 
the 400-plane TJagoya raid. Everyone was iiupressed by the ex
treme density and solidity of the smoke. Photographs shov; v;are-
house damage on the waterfront 12,000 feet from tho center of 
impact. A tail gunner's photo from the strike aircraft confirmed 
an earlier description that two mushrooms formed; the top, and 
earlier, one being detached." 

"On stepping out of the plane on his return. Col. Tibbets 
received the DPC from General Spaatz. Purnell was thrilled by 
the clock-like precision of the operation througiaout. Captain 
Parsons' perfox'raance was superlative, including his gun-loading 
in person during flight. All tliroe air crews carried out their 
primary mission magnificently. 

"The Pat Lan schedule will now receive our undivided atten
tion, 

"General Groves sends heartiest congratulations and thanks 
of the • ar Department to Oppenheixaer and his entire staff." 
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