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Safaty Committee , 17 Fﬁbrreary 1545
Comdr, Bradbury, Sgt. Gilbert, and %, G, karley. ;
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Safety Inspection at V Site

1. #® have inspected V, Site frm a point of view of E.E, handiing and
also general fire ha ard. #e are of t.e opinion that the room which is used
to assenble H,E, charges is adecuately and safely protected against dro -iug
charges during msnual handling and against slsetrical or other hazards, ue
would like to point out, however, that ti® gre.test hasard in any of t'e oper .ticns
in this room are those gperations which involve the 1lifting and lovwering of
the temper sphere or of the completely assembled gadset. #hile the sxisting
equipment appears to be 2ie uate, we merely wish to take this erportunity to
su gest that V Site personnel give much attention to providi g a large factor
of safety {n all their handling operstions.

2, We note several conditions which appear to us to constitute ratler
consider:ble fire hazards, kost of the ecal stoves which have heen installsd
at the Site have been installed with inadequate air space behind the traansits
sheathing and, in some cases, there is entirely inadequate trensits, leaving
bare wood within 2' of a stovepipe. W%s also noticed eonsiderabls denarture
from acce-ted practice im the vieinity of sueh stoves in that in one building
partioularly (the inert ss-embly building) plenks were stored in close proxi-
mity to a2 coal stove, that ashes frow this etove had been dumped into a wooden
box alonside the stove, and similar carelessness in the handling of sueh equip-
ment. One stove in particular is loczted in a narrow hall immediately adjacent
%0 the H,B, assembdly rcom. While presumabdly not in use, its immediate removal
to preclude any possible use is recommended. It was also noticed in the inert
assezbly building that apparently toreh cuttine or welding operations had been
conducted using only a wood box to support the metal. Such supports should obe
viously be made in the form of metal frames &nd it is actually questionable
whether or not sueh work skould not be conducted out-doors,

3. It appears to us that there exists in the enclosed yard altogether too
mach in the way of miseellamecus pecking boxes,ryemains of paesking boxes and gen-~
eral trash. Such acoummlations of inflammable material obviously serve as
potential fire hasards. From the point of view of personnel safety, it was
also noted that the stasking of such boxes in many cases hes beem carried out

sxtremely carelessly.

4. Vo feel that the smll room shack, using the gasoline heater is ade-
quate but should be provided with built-in vents, and should have outside and
inside the shack and easily accessible a proper fire extinguisher.

5. While "No Smoking™ signs exist in and on the cutside of the L.E, as-
sembly buildiang, nevertheless we observed a man smoking inside this room.
¥hile it is true that H.E, was not in the room at the time, this neverthelsss
indicates the eane with which such signs may be disregarded. It rongly
suggested that one room or area be set aside in which smoking

6. The process of unloading the H.E. bloe * ‘m;;.“‘;‘.“-' containers was
observed and certain difficultiss noticed. in tie.fYIrst place, the rope
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handles on the boxes are too short to permit satisfac
fact, screw drivers had to be inserted betwzen theose
of the box in ord. r to permit a £rip on the box to be
definite method of handling trese boxes, so as to pre
of dropping in handling, should be adoptad,

7. Since several small portable gasoline driven

tory handling, 1In
hacdles and the top
obtained. A more
c¢lude all possibility

engines are in use,

i1t 1e strongly recommended that a standard safety canm for holding gasoline

and for filling be provided, and that this can be sto
hazardous area,
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