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Tferbeort L. Anderson

‘etal oowdor Trom “lexanler

In his letter of !larch 24, 1842 to you, I,
Alexander Iindleates that tie trans_.ortation of {IiTty .
pounds of pouwdered nmetal woulld proseni consilerable PUBLICLY RELE 4~ -

Qlffleulty. Tt s nard Lo Lelleve that Lt would OS6_f 253

really be neces-ary Lo send theo material by rivate
cay to Chlcajo. Apparently e lias not as yet recolved
the steel bLomb wiilch we sent to lLilm, 77 tihils stoeol
bomb wore filled with metal powder, sealod, and tlien
racked in a box surrounded on all sides wlth seveoral
ncies of sand, 1t woull Le difflicult to understand
wiiy, even 1f combustion Jil talke place, any serious
corgequences would ensue, I hoaltate to rocoiziond
that trangportation by private car bo resorted to,

I prefor to attempt Lo prepareo 1y own metal by
nixing the oxide wiith calolum or calclium hydride, and
heating the mixture In my vacuum {urnace. oince tiwo
temperature whici can be obtalned 1s consldorably
higher than the melting point of the metal, I should
be ablo to prepare the molten metal dlrectly. The
calclum oxide should float to thg¢ surface of the melt,
Tf thls plan should prove successful, T wlll have no
need for themstal powder, and the method may srove to bLe
a more desirable means of preparing metal lumps on a
large scale.

I should be very much interosted In obtaining one
or two of Alexander's fused ingots which T should like
to try and remelt in my furnace.

DJerbort L. Andersaon

CC I!r. Doan






