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INSTRUCTIONS 
Use routing symbols whenever 
possible. 

SENDER: 
Use brief, informal language. 
Conserve space. 

ATLAS FACILITY VISIT - TROY :M..ASON, STUDENT OF C. c. c. ::; . Forward original and one copy. 

FRED HYMES, JR., C.C.C.C. INSTRUCTOR, HELEN PIVODA, RECEIVER: 
CITY OF NLV on NOVEMBER 5, 1981 Reply below the message, keep one 

copy, return one copy . 

David Miller 
Dir. , OP A, NV 
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DATE OF MESSAGE Routing Symbol 

Nov. 5, 1981 

TITLE OF ORIGINATOR 

- FOLD-------------------------------ip;Yic----__:,--------------FOLD- ­
INITIAL M ESSAGE ~ 

From 

I met J a ck Story, EG&G Deputy Manager, and Jerry Burgen, EG&G, at the Atlas Facility 
at 2:30. We wa lked through the yard where the trailers are assembled, the tower 
where instrumentation canisters are assembled, and into the pit area. We discussed 
the interview and where it should be conducted. It was agreed to let the two men 
f ilm the pit area and then to move them to an office a rea where Story and I could be 
inter~iewed . At 3 : 30 p . m. Hymes and Mason a rrived. Hymes said he had tried to get 
into the facility when Jackson was director of OPA and Jackson had re f used . Hymes 
was somewha t upset about that. Wh~~l r1r.. i ivoda arrived about 3:40, we bad ged them 
into the facilit y a fter instructing~ffie~c'amera should remain down except where we 
told them they could film. They gave me a list of questions they wanted to discuss. 

Hymes be gan questioning if the DOE was licensed by NRC to have radiation sources in 
the buil ding . Story said DOE did not have to be licensed by NRC for defense pro grams 
hut that EC&C was licensed anyway, 

REPLY MESSAGE 

The gist of Hymes and Mason ' s complaint was tha t "they were not told about radiation 
in the building and that the city officials had said there were none." When Greenpeace 
hung their signs they became alarmed. They asked about devices in the assembly tower 
but Story told them devices were not in t he area, and were never kept at the Atlas 
Facility . 

In the pit they wanted to film the badges and dosimeter pencils. I suggested tha t 
the he@ th physicist explain what they were because I did not want ....__blank fi l m they 
could !tli M ?371Plf7KJ j SIM fo r a voice over. The heal th physicist took 
us into the source area and began to explain about how it is used. Mason interrogaeed 
him until Story interrupted and proceeded with the interview. 

When we went upstairs to the con ference room (actually an office because conference 
rooms could not be used for red-badged persons), Mason asked these questions: 
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Q: Why are dangerous radiation sources kept in a residential area? What would happen 
to the people if someone broke in and got the source? 

wc..-e. 
Story addressed the issue. He noted that the CO-6O sources ~ exactly the same 
as .• used in larger hospitals for radiotherapy and no one worries about hospitals. 
~~ . 

Q: Why weren't the public and the NLV city officials aware that nuclear materials 
were in the at building? 

Q: 

Q: 

Q: 

I showed him the news release about the opening of the facility and explained that 
city f- county officials were invited to tour the facility in 1976. I showed him the 
news clipping from the Sun and told him that ERDA/DOE had had an open information 
policy with the intention to keep the community and the state aware of any thing 
that would affect the community or state. 

He said he didn't read the newspapers! I told him all the media, including TV 
reporters were invited. 

How are radioactive sources transported in Nevada -- he alluded to Greenpeace signs. 

I held up the map of approved transportation routes and explained about the DOT 
approved regulation on routes. I explained that the city and state officials were 
consulted about where they wanted these materials to be transported. I read from the 
Greenpeace news clips the quotes by the two DOT state spokeswomen. 
He (Mason) now turned to Helen Pivoda and interrogated her. Why didn 't mayor know 
about nuclear materials? Why wasn't he concerned about the city? Didn't the mayor 
say, in fact, that there would be no radiation in the building? Why wasn't he concerned 
about the traffic of these materials? 

Pivoda remained calm but was flourldering after a time so I interrupted and brought 
the interview around to the NV rad response team and the agreement with the state 
of Nevada to assist in a radiological•••••• incident.on the highways. He seemed 
surprised and pleased. I explained about the training and awareness of local and 
state law enforcement officials. 

Hymes then again asked why we used "a play on words or word games " in the news release 
to say there were no nuclear devices but avoiding nuclear materials. 

I told him that we did not avoid the fact of nuclear materials and again, showed him 
the news release and the subsequent news story and reiterated that the media had seen 
the source area . 

M .4.S IV 
Q: 1flll■•illi turned to Pi voda., asking about nuclear "devices" at Nellis and the transportation 

of them on the highways. 

She floundered a little so I interrupted to say that I thought Nellis was the proper 
source of information related to USAF matters. 

By this time it was 5:30 p.m. and I told them we could give them no more time. Mason 
wanted to continue but I insisted. Hymes by this time was congenial. I believe he seemed 
convinced that I was honest and that we weren't trying to cover up anything. 

I asked Mason what he planned to do with the tape. He said he hoped to make a 28- minute 
tape and try to get it on public service TV. (As we expected!) Hymes said he would 
be happy to show the videotape to the DOE and EG&G when it is edited. Both Story and I 
said we would like to see it. Hymes agreed to call when it was ready for viewing which 
should be in "about two weeks." Mason said he would interview a number of other people 
and especially more city officials. 



I learned a lesson that I had been told and should have known. I should have established 
a length of time for the interview and held to it. We saw them through the guard and 
signed out at 5 :45 p.m.! Later, in privacy, I apologized to Story for not ending it sooner. 
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