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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
OAK RIDGE OPERATIONS

P.O. BOX E
OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE 37830

AREA CODE 615
TELEPHONE 483~-8611

September 11, 1970

Union Carbide Corporation
Nuclear Division

P. 0. Box Y

Oak Ridge, Tennessee

Attention: Mr., R. F. Hibbs, President

RELEASE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CONCERNING FOREIGN NUCLEAR TESTS

Gentlemen:

We have received a copy of a letter dated August 31, 1970, from Jack H. Kahn,
Division of Classification, to N. T. Bray, ORNL, concerning a classification
review of a report entitled "ORNL-4566, Annual Progress Report, Civil Defense
Research Project, March 1969 - March 1970." The letter is in response to an
April 30, 1970, ORNL request. In his reply Mr. Kahn states that the report
should be revised in accordance with the guidance given in a memorandum

from the General Manager to me. For your information we are setting forth
below the pertinent instructions in his memorandum.

In essence the AEC and its contractors have been instructed to take all
feasible steps to prevent the unauthorized disclosure of information con-
cerning foreign nuclear tests. The release of information relating to the
occurrence of foreign nuclear tests is to be made by the Atomic Energy
Commission. The Division of Intelligence is the cognizant Headquarters
element for action relating to such releases. All contacts with the

Division of Intelligence are to be made through the Oak Ridge Operations
Office.

To facilitate the release of reports containing information related to
foreign nuclear tests, the reports should omit any conclusions that increased
levels of radioactivity noted at any particular time are due to atomic tests
by any particular nation. Where feasible reports containing information on
environmental levels of radioactivity should be restricted to presenting

the observed data, letting it speak for itself. For example, if appropriate,
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Mr. R. F. Hibbs, UCC-ND -2 - September 11, 1970

one could say 'surveillance of the radioactivity in the local environs
indicated that the major part of the radioactivity detected continues to
be the result of fallout from weapons testing. While some low level radio-
activity is being released to the enviromment from plant operations, the
resulting concentrations in both the atmosphere and surface streams of

the environment are well below established maximum permissible concen-
trations and intake guides for the neighboring population." Further
guidance is contained in the attached copy of a memorandum dated

December 15, 1967, from John R. Totter to Research Scientists in

Division of Biology and Medicine Program, subject "Foreign Nuclear
Weapons Tests."

Sincerely,

~

S. R. Sapirie
Manager

OPD:GR Oak Ridge Operations

Enclosure:
Cy. memo dtd. 12-15-67 fm. J. R. Totter

CC: Mr., R. C. Armstrong
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