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UNITED STATES 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

OAK RIDGE OPERATIONS 
PO. BOX E 

OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE 37830 
AREA CODE 615 
TELEPHONE483-8611 

September 11, 1970 

Union Carbide Corporation 
Nuclear Divis ion 
P. 0. Box Y 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

Attent ion:  M r .  R.  F. Hibbs, Pres ident  

RELEASE OF PUBLIC LNFORMATION CONCERNING FOREIGN NUCLEAR TESTS 

Gentlemen: 

We have received a copy of a le t te r  dated August 31, 1970, from Jack H. Kahn, 
Div is ion  of C l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  t o  N. T. Bray, OWL, concerning a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
review of a r e p o r t  e n t i t l e d  "ORNL-4566, Annual Progress Report, C i v i l  Defense 
Research P r o j e c t ,  March 1969 - March 1970." The letter i s  i n  response t o  a n  
Apr i l  30,,1970, ORNL request .  
should be r ev i sed  i n  accordance with the guidance given i n  a memorandum 
from the  General Manager t o  me.  
below the  pe r t inen t  i n s t ruc t ions  i n  h i s  memorandum. 

I n  h i s  r e p l y  Mr. Kahn states t h a t  the r e p o r t  

For your information we a r e  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  

I n  essence t h e  AEC and i t s  con t r ac to r s  have been in s t ruc t ed  t o  take a l l  
f e a s i b l e  s t e p s  t o  prevent the  unauthorized d i s c l o s u r e  of information con- 
cerning fo re ign  nuclear  tests. The release of information r e l a t i n g  t o  the  
occurrence of fore ign  nuclear tests i s  t o  be made by the Atomic Energy 
Cammission. The Division of In t e l l i gence  i s  the  cognizant Headquarters 
element f o r  a c t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  such releases. A l l  contac ts  with the 
Divis ion of I n t e l l i g e n c e  are t o  be made through the  Oak Ridge Operations 
Off ice. 

To f a c i l i t a t e  the  r e l e a s e  of r e p o r t s  con ta in ing  information r e l a t e d  t o  
fo re ign  nuc lear  tests,  the  r epor t s  should omit any conclusions t h a t  increased 
l e v e l s  of r a d i o a c t i v i t y  noted a t  any p a r t i c u l a r  time are due t o  atomic tests 
by any p a r t i c u l a r  nat ion.  Where f e a s i b l e  r e p o r t s  containing information on 
environmental l e v e l s  of r a d i o a c t i v i t y  should be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  present ing 
the  observed da ta ,  l e t t i n g  i t  speak f o r  i t s e l f .  For example, i f  appropr ia te ,  
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one could say " su rve i l l ance  of t he  r a d i o a c t i v i t y  i n  the  l o c a l  environs 
indicated t h a t  the  major p a r t  of the r a d i o a c t i v i t y  d e t e c t e d  cont inues t o  
be the  r e s u l t  of f a l l o u t  from weapons t e s t i n g .  While some low l e v e l  radio- 
a c t i v i t y  i s  being r e l eased  t o  the  environment from p l a n t  ope ra t ions ,  the  
r e s u l t i n g  concent ra t ions  i n  both the  atmosphere and su r face  streams of 
the  environment are w e l l  below es t ab l i shed  maximum permiss ib le  concen- 
t r a t i o n s  and in t ake  guides  f o r  the  neighboring population." Further  
guidance is contained i n  the  a t tached  copy of a memorandum dated  
December 15, 1967, from John R .  T o t t e r  t o  Research S c i e n t i s t s  i n  
Division of Biology and Medicine Program, subjec t  "Foreign Nuclear 
Weapons Tests . 'I 

Sincerely , 

OPD : GR 

S. R. Sap i r i e  
Manager 
Oak Ridge Operations 

Enclosure: 
Cy. memo d t d .  12-15-67 fm. J. R. T o t t e r  

CC: M r .  R .  C.  Amstrong 


