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o PEPORT OF THE VIDICAL DIPARTEINT VISITING COMMITIEE

The Medical Department Visiting Committes makes the following

recompendations: BEST COPY AVAILABLE

1. The Hoswital- A permanent hospital. should be planned
: T p J

for the Brookhaven National Laboratory. The hospital should be con-
sbructed zs close to the center of the general laboratory facilities
2% possible. Only when this is accomplished will it be possible for
those working in the Hedical Department to be in intimate contact with
those scicitists working in the other biclegicel and physical sciences.
The hospital should, we belicve, have approximately 75 beds
of which 15 should be kept for the care of employvees and certain depen-
dents and 60 beds should bc assigned for research.

It is the consensus of this Committee that insofar as the
case of employees and dependeonts is concerned no attempt be made by the
Medical Department to duplicate all the facilities for clinical care
now ¢xisting in neighboring hospitals, but that the staff should con-
cern itself with those probloms requiring immediate care, and further
act as a clearing house for referring patients to special institutions

when the need for highly specialized skills become necessary.
It is not now possible to suggest the allocation of beds
for different types of research, This will depend upon the specific

reseezrch nproblems that develop within the scientific staff. These may

be nutritional, rcnal, bactericlogical, thﬁ~b203d~9¥~H&FfGW“aSpPC+§ﬂUOm«~
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No doubt some problems will require the collaborszbion of senior scientists
and associstes in different divisiors while irn other instances a specific
project will be pursued in the main within a sinzle division. In either
case it is highly desirvable that close contact be maintained with workers
in the biological and fundamental sciences. This requires that the perman-
ent hespital be located in close proximity to other laboratories as already
mentioned,

The Laboratories~ Since no appropriations have been made avail-

able for the permanent hospital and associated lzboratories; and it will be
some time before such facilities become available, the establishment of tem-
porary laboratories is not only Jjustified, but essential. Adeguate facilities
are now available for pathology and bacteriology. The facilities for biochem-
istry must be expended. Mo laboratory for the divicion of physiology exists
at nresent and to our knowledse no funds are at present available for its con-
struction and equipment. Tt is highly desirable that funds be provided as
soon as possible to complete the temhorary laborehory set-up planned by the
Staff.

The Staff- It is the opinion of this Committee that a splendid
start has now been made in obtaining a gtaff of university caliber as the
Director and Assistant Director of the Medical Departirent and for the heads of
three of the Divisions. They are men of whom any institution would justly be
proud. They are working, however, in a somewhat isolsted situnation too far
renoved from the other biologists end the chemists and physicists. The coop-
eration between all these groups is excellent but it would nevertheless be

areatly improved by closer associsztion. Unless this isolated group is large

508395
I 3 ¢ ARCHIES



5

=

enouch in itself for adequate self stimulation it might well lose the vigorous
enthusiasm which it now possesses. This could be avoided by prompt actibn in
appointing further members of the staff to the vacancies which still exist.

It is important for a research group to be biz enough but not too big. A
continuing group of young men, interested in specific fields of research,

and in obtaining training in the use of isotopes for research and therapy,
should be encouraged to come to Brookhaven for periods of from 4 months to
one year. Your Committee will attempt to encourage young men spending time

at the Brookhaven National Laboratories to work with the permanent members

of the staff.

The Care of Those Working at Brookhaven- It need not be pointed
out to you and your associates that the Chairman of the Nedical Department
realizes his responsibilities in playinz an important part in maintaining the
health of those working at Brookhaven.

It will be necessary that he obtain the fullest cooperation
from the administration in order ito carry out this objective. He will require
the services of some one interested and trained in industrial hygiene, and
it is hoped that such an individual can bz obtained from Ozk Ridge, Los Alames,.
or Hanford. If this can be done much time and effort will be saved and it will
not then be necessary to repeat the work which has already been done in these
institutions.

The Present Research- The Committee was impressed with the ex-

tent of the research program which has been initiated in the Medical Depart-
ment. It is important. It is being vigorously pursued. It would, in our
opinion, be a credit teo any institution. If the present staff is kept, if it

is further augmented and if young men are encoura~ed to come to the various
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divisions on a temporary basis the present enthusiasm will continue to be
nourished and from all of this much fine work will come.

In view of the special physical facilities available at Brook-
haven it may'be expected that most of the experimental studies will involve
the use of radioactive isotopes and/or ionizing radiations. In the opinion
of one of the members of the Committee, who has had extensive cxperience in
this field, it is essential that plans be made now for a Division of Radic-
logical Physics in the tledical Department. This division should be headed
by a well trained man familiar with the subject and interested in such pro-
blems as other divisions may undertake, in order that all aspects of a common
problem be expertly explored ond prosecuted. The same purpose cannot be ac-
complished by occasional consultations with members of the Physics Department or
other individuals at Brookhaven vho are preoccupied with their own problems.
Contacts with such persons will be very valuable to be sure - and this has
been emphasized elsevhere in this report - but they cannot take the place of
constant collaboration in all the research activities of tho Medical Depart-
ment. At the present time no radiolegical physicist with the proper qualifi-
cations is available. Therefore, the only thing that can be done is to make
the necessary provisions in the plans for the permanent setup for a Division

of Radiological Physics, to be developed and staffed at the first opportunity.

/s/ €. M. ¥acleod
/s/ H. L. Blumgart
/s/ W. O. Fenn
/s/ G. Failla

/s/ I. S. Ravdin
Chairman

June 9, 1950
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