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Divrsicm ,of Engineering 

SLIJECT: DRAFT OF G M BULLETIN FUNCTIOXS AND DEZE-ATIONS BIOLOGY 
AND HZIIICINE D I V I S I O N  

A review has been made of t h e  above draft .  I n  t h e  opinion of 

t h i s  Division the  proposed delegations and functions are i n d e f i n i t e  and 

e n t i r e l y  too  broad f o r  any d i v i s i o n  of l imited spec ia l iza t ion .  

as an o f f i c i a l  G. M. B u l l e t i n  t h i s  document could lead  t o  misunderstandings 

and administrative confusion. 

If proihulgated 

It i s  proper t h a t  the  3 & Division should e s t a b l i s h  standards 

as t o  permissible l e v e l s  of r a d i o a c t i v i t y  o r  t o x i c i t y  i n  various forms t o  

which man o r  animals could be exposed with safety a t  p lan ts  or a reas  under 

A.E.C. j u r i sd i c t ion .  We are not s o  sure  t h a t  t h i s  func t ion  as it r e l a t e s  

t o  the  general populace a c t u a l l y  comes under the  2erview of the  Commission. 

It would seem t o  be a func t ion  of t h e  s t a t e s ,  provinces, o r  nations concerned. 

it appears t o  be a cons i s t en t  f - n c t i o n  of the B & N Division 
in A, +esfiis\k.\:,’ty t * :  u‘ 

e se#ing sta.ndards t o  conduct inves t iga t ions  ana t o  s t imula te  research i n  

b io logy  ard medicine; a l s o  t o  conduct such non i to r i r ig  as may be necessary t o  

a s s w e  t h a t  over exposures do not  take place and i f  they do, t o  recommend 

pTeventive OF co r rec t ive  measures. But it does  n o t  seem ?roper f o r  

t n a t  DivtsiGn t o  be given 

ss ry  t o  m e t  such  standards.  

au tho r i ty  to aevclop and apply measures neces- 

The means and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a t t a i n i n g  such 
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objectives involve a wide range of competency and experience - far  beyond 

t h a t  of any one Division of A.E.C. 
W , b l u . * G ~  

Points,,which a re  espec ia l ly  objectionable t o  t h i s  Division are: 

1. Prha rY Functions ( a )  reads: Itthe development and appl ica t ion  of 

measures to”sa.feguard the  heal th  of atomic energy workers and t h e  populace 

aga ins t  hazards a r i s i n g  fron atomic energy operatio&.” This is s o  broad 

as t o  permit an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  that B & pI would be charged with development- 

a l  work i n  reactor ,  chemical and s a n i t a r y  engineering. Reference is made 

g a r t i c u l a r l y  tro the  production, handling, s torage ana sh ie ld ing  of radio-  

ac t ive  and tox ic  mater ia ls  and t h e  processing and disposal  - temporary 

and permanent - of wastes and waste products. It is i n  t h i s  f i e l d  t h a t  

t he  rnethods and means of meeting standards of hea l th  and s a f e t y  are  

ac tua l ly  developed. Dlvision5 responsible f o r  work should not be 
4 

put i n  a secomdaq pos i t ion  organizat ional ly  i n  developing new and b e t t e r  

methods and f . a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e i r p p e c i a l i z e d  f i e l d s .  
o w n  

This may not be 

intended, bu t  it could be construed from t h e  wording of t h i s  draft. 

It is suggested t h a t  t h i s  i t e m  ( a )  be re-drafted somewhat as follows: 

the development of standards t o  safeguard the heal th  of  

workers a t  p lan ts  and areas  under Commission ju r i sa i c t ion  

andlserving - the  atomic ener@.u$nd+st$ and t o  develop such 
)“.---. _I.-_...-.__ ____-------.-- -- - -  

~ ._  -. ,*- - - * -  

\I 
monitoring and cont ro l  programs as are  necessarj  t o  ascer ta in  

compliance with these  standards,  

( b )  reaas Itthe promotion of the  welfare of the nation through the  

development of -the bene f i c i a l  uses of atomic energy i n  biology and 

medicine.!! Ye see no reason why t he  nations welfare, even i n  these 
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spec i f ied  field:; ,  needs t o  be delegated as a funct ion of one divis ion.  

Suggest t h i s  be re-drafted t o  read: 

(b) .  Development of t h e  bene f i c i a l  uses of atomic energy i n  
i 
i t be  f i e l d s  of biology ana medicine. 
i 

Paragraph (c3 - bottom page 1. Now reads: '*The development and 

supervis ion of cont ro l  measures aga ins t  r ad ia t ion  and tox ic  materials,  en- 

countered i n  t 2 e  atomic energy industry e spec ia l ly  - etc.11 For reasons 

explained above,it i s  suggested t h a t  t h i s  be re-drafted t o  read: 

The development and supervis ion of measures f o r  evaluating 

complian,ce with prornulgated s tandards as h.0 exposure t o  

r ad ia t ion  arid tox ic  materials a t  p l an t s  and areas  under 

A.B.C. j u r i sd i c t ion .  

t 

3. Specia l  h n c t i o n s ,  (page 3).  Paragraph ( c )  reads: "To administer 

a program f o r  the coordination of design, development, s tandardizat ion,  procure- 

aen t  and t e s t i n g  of r ad ia t ion  de tec t ion  instrumentation and a l l i e d  equi9ment f o r  

a l l  areas and regions and f o r  coordinat ion of the program with similar a c t i v i t i e s  

of m i l i t a r y  agencies and the  National W e a u  of Standards.tl 

necessary i n  most  every a rea  of a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  industry and i ts  development 

should n o t  r e s t  w i t h  any s p e c i a l  d iv is ion .  It is  recommended t h a t  a f t e r  the 

wordsltallied equipmentlf t h e  following be inser ted:  

In s tqmen ta t ion  is \ - c o o v L %  - *  

4 '1 

\ 

Q@\VtS :r, '5 "used i.1 the f i e l d s  of biology and meaicine t o  safeguard a t  -r j - I~ heal th .  11 b* $'j v; 

+ ,-ye) L a s t  Line - ?age 3 reads: Itdeveloping c r i t e r i a  f o r  design of pro- 

c t i v e  construct ion and camouflage . I t  This d iv is  ion questions t h e  delegat ion 
! 

. of such a c t i v i t i t s  which involve ne i the r  biology or medicine t o  the  B 6c lvI 

Division. A s in i i la r  reserva t ion  per ta ins  t o  the supplying of information as to 

the  e f f ec t s  of atomic weapons and S t r U C t U r e S  Q 
COK3tIV.ctio2 and s t ruct '3Xs are 

I a 
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i n  t h e  f i e l d  of engineering techgology and prime r e spons ib i l i t y  should rest  

with engineering u n i t s  of A.K.C. 

I n  order  t h a t  these  poin ts  and perhaps o thers  which m a y  be raised i n  t h e  
in twbe6 

Reactor Division may be discussed with s t a f f n o f  the  B & IvI, 0 & M Divisions, it 

is recommended t h a t  they be inv i t ed  t o  a t tend  a meeting under your d i r ec t ion  

organized f o r  t h i s  purposeTSome of the growing pains of t h i s  industry have 

involved adminis t ra t ive m i s f  its i n  delegat ions of au tho r i ty  and itAwould be i n  

the  i n t e r e s t  or” the  Commission t o  f u r t h e r  review th i sAs i tua t ion .  

3 

,+L.LA+ 
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