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STANDARDFORMNO 64 

Qfice Memormdam UNITED STATES 

TO : C, L, Dunhun, E. D,, Director 
Division of Bio:Logy and Ikdicine 

Division of Bio:Logy and Bdicim 

S U B J m :  IMkEDIAE DOCUMENTATION FOR NTS ElWlRohTS 

FROM : Gordon M. lhnnhg,  Chief, Radiation Effects of Me 

Below i s  summarized the status of our immediate effor ts  t o  document 
further envfromental contamhation in  southern Utah and south- 
eastern Nevada. 

I. s o i l s .  

8. 'I!he 1 2  so i l  samples collected by K e r m i t  Laxson 
after Operation PLWBOEI have been processed 
by D r ,  Alexander and are now a t  Hast f o r  analyses. 

Additional samples (about 1 2  more) have been 
collected by K e r m i t  Larson this sumtner and UcLa 
1x3s been requested t o  make the strontium-90 
; d y s e s  on a priority basis. 

B. 

Food Supply. 

1. J&OO andLas Vegas have agreed t o  collect samples 
.from about a dozen human water supplies (raw and 
.finished) and t o  m a l a  gross beta counts, and then 
send the highest two or three samples to Los 
.Uamos for radiochemical analyses (we had suggested 
sending these t o  IWL, but either way is agreeable 
as long as the job is completed). 

B. &OO and Las Vegas are now preparing a proposed 
e f f o r t  of collecting and 2inaly.L- representaave 
food samples. 

III. Human Bone Collection. 

A. Informal discussions have been held With USPHS 
t o  have them undertake a program of human bone 
collection and analyses. Following a meeting on 



kugust 7, 1958 USPHS a firming up a program 
w‘hich should cam to us fn a week or SO. 

8. Through the efforts of Mr. Robert Le C o r s b k  the 
Geological survey plane has extended its flights 
ta masure external gamma l eve l s  in the key m a s  
c d  southern U t a h  and southeastern Nevada. 
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