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COMMENTS ON AIR FORCE PANEL REPORT
James L. Liverman

In general this looks OX but after I've read it two or three
times, I seem to end up with & feeling of "When will the meat be
served"? I have noted three instances in the margins which smack
rather strongly of repetition - meybe even undesirable. Ny mmin
consideration is, however, wvhether we have pinpointed in clear
enough fashion the things we think should be done by the Alir Force.
My feeling is that we need to more clearly delineate our polnts, if
necessary, by & l., 2., 3., etc. suzmmry at the end so that the
General or l;u.n :tfa.tt can have no doubt about ocur evaluation and sbout
our recommendations.

The fallowing are only brief suggestions and I 4o not iasist on
them; however, e mun-utlmtwrmhunmm-
is appointed to come up with concrete suggestions for only then can
positive mction be taken.

1. The Air Force needs to prune its basic nm-programmmtic
research and substitute programmatic research geared to operational
problems, unless training of Air Force personnel is directly involved.

2. The Air Force needs to have one office or Command
responsible for coordinating and having cognizance of all operational
research in radicbiclogy; i.e., the existence of research capability
or supervision in this area in ARDC, ANFO, Air Training Command (8chool
of Aviation Medicine) and OSR seems cumbersome and unwarranted for the
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3. The AFSWC program in Radiobioclogy either needs expansion
of physical facilities commensurste with the level of training of its
personnel or severe reduction of mmbers of trained radicdbiologista-should
be carried cut.

4, It is strongly reccmmended that the Air Force consider
non-establighment of a radiobioclogy capability at NEIF, rather that it
work cloa.ely vith Walter Reed and USN Medical Center in Bethesda to
develop the Air Force program at one of these centera.r /Wa.lter Reed
would seem most appropriate since a mumber of Air Force personnel are
alreedy at AFIP (I think).

5. The Air Force needs to positively insure that radicbiclogists
are in on the very begluning of planning for new weapons systems @mt
lack of answers in radicbiclogy will not be the limiting factor in the
use of nuclear warfare and nuclesr powered systems.
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