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On December 15 end 16 I participated in the Medical Deans' meeting
held at the new medicel facility at Brookhaven. I can honestly say
that Dr. Farr's group did a masterful job in handling this group of
visiting deans and in presenting certain rather significent phases
of the research program to the group. The first morning was devoted
exclusively to introductory remarks and scientific presentations by
distinguished speakers. ‘ ‘

In the early part of the afternoon an opportunity was given the group
to participate in conducted tours of the various facilities at the
Laboratory. Later that same afte: n the group was broken up into
units of about 8-10 individuals '&o;articipated in panel discussions
covering various topics of interest to the medical schools: As co-
chairman of one of the groups, I found the panel discussion most
interesting, particularly insofer as hearing the viewpoints of the
individual deans with respect to problems associated with radiation.
They impressed me as being reasonably well informed for the most part
and, I might add, appeared to be extremely pleased that they were
brought in on the ground floor with respect to this new and unique
medical facility. ‘ ’ _

The following morning several members of the Medical Department
presented 30-minute discussions on their current research work,
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ch I interpreted as quite stimulating to the visiting deens.
four sessions which I attended were quite enthusiastically
ceived, and the presentations were followed by a fairly good
ber of intelligent questions. Ilater that morning the panel
scussions were resumed, and after lunch each of the panel chairmen
umiarized the dean's reaction to the various topics that were dis-
ussed.

the whole I was very pleased with the entire two-day program and
confident that each and every member participating in this two-
y meeting felt his time was well spent.

nsofar as the program review is concerned, my comments of necessity
e fairly general. I attended the Wednesdsy morning session at the
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L having little time in vhich to present his program. 1,30 ot B
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Biology Department and, since I was reasonably familiar with BNL
and AUI, Dr. Haworth's presentation was. "old stuff.” His running -
over in time plus the coffee break resulted in Bova.rd Curtis' -

' that I learned anything from his’ presentation, “for I could have
read the outline and come away feeling :just as knovledgeable ‘of"
the program there. I was a little unhappy with the presentation ;
for I would have much preferred to listen to each of the section ™
chiefs give a 15-20 minute presentation.” I suspect the reason '
Curtis did not make this type of presentation was because of his -
interpretation of the information contained in Dr. Shilling's
-letter to Dr. Haworth regerding the program reviev. :

I cannot help but feel that the research being ‘conducted in the
Blology Department is much better than one might believe from
_having heard Curtis review the progrem. I do not see how any
staff menber visiting Brookhaven for the first time could possibly‘
gain a proper perspective of the program. Though I do not like to
be & Monday morning quarterback, I feel that we did not allow suf-
ficient time for the review of each of these programs. I would be
much happier if a two-day review were devoted to Bilology alone,

two days for Medicine alone, and possibly one day for Biophysics. -
I would further recommend that in future reviews of this particular
Laboratory we spell out a little more in detail the menner in which
we want the presentation made. After talking with various members
of the staff, I think we were all pretty much in agreement that

- hearing from each of the senlor scientists performing the particular
research is far more beneficial than listening to the single 1ndi-
viduals simply expound on the total progrem.

- In the afternoon I went over to the Medical Department to visit
individual groups, rather than sit through the Biophysics presente-
“tion. I spent some time with Dr. lawrence Hankes, the organic
chemist who bas been quite active in the synthesis of various
labelled tryptophan metabolites and of late has been quite inter- .
ested in problems associated with these excretory products in cancer
patients. Hankes impressed me as -a first-rate blo-organic chemist,
and I was certainly pleased to hear that he will focus his attention
on the study of metabolites in variousdiseased states, particularly
in connection with human patients. At the present time there seems
10 be a revival of interest in studying the metabolic defects in
tryptophan metabolism with respect to certain malignancies, and I

would hope that some rather significant date might come out of this
phase of the medical program.
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I also visited with Hughes and Painter in connection with their
thymidine work. Though I found the discussion interesting and
informative, I was not .overly impressed with the 1ngenuity of the

studies. I do thi.nk, however, ‘that the thymidine work'is of suf-
ficient interest to have them pursue the problems as vigorously :
as possi'ble , particularly in connection with human stud.ies. e

I also speht some time with Pa.ul IeFevre, whose 1nterests are
largely along the line of ion transport across the cell membrane.
Paul has been interested primarily in the problem of glucose
trensport and its effects on other ioms. I bave & good deal of
confidence in Paul's sbility and feel that whatever he undertakes

will be done thoroughly and it will be a contribution to besic
reseearch. A v

I also had an opportunity to listen to other presentations during
the Deard meeting end was most favorably impressed with the trace
element work of Dr. George Cotzias. He has done a good deal of
work on manganese and has got out some reasonably good publications
in the last twelve months. His presentation evoked a good deal of
interest in the Deans' group which I attended, end I overheard
words of prailse expressed in behalf of Cotzias.

I found Dr. Stoner's work on immumological problems quite inter-
esting and of good calibre. Here again a very ective discussion
ensued in the presence of the deans, and I was quite pleased with
the manner in which Stoner answered some rather difficult questioms.

He impressed me as being thoroughly well grounded in his subject
end handled himself exceptionally well under question.

In the course of my visit through the new medical facility, I also
talked with the group on the whole body counter and hadn't realized
that they were so far along with it. This particular facility
should be most helpful as well as veluable to Farr's group in con- -
nection with their patient studies particularly.

My overall reaction toward the Medical Department program was most
favorable. I feel that Dr. Farr has a very competent group of
individuals, and with such a group one cannot help but end up with

& reasonably good and productive research program. I was &also
pleased with the new facility and am confident that the results
coming out of there will justify the funds we have expended to
provide adequate facilities for this group. The only disappointment,
if one would call it a disappointment, is the timing in completing
the medicel reactor. I think we were & little too optimistic in
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our initial calculation, for when one looks back on other con-
struction jobs the actual completion of a facility legs far
behind the original anticipated date. The group seems to feel
that the fuel element will be loaded sometime in March and tha.t'-”?
possibly ‘by the end. ‘of the calendar year of 1959 they will be -
ready to treat patients.™ I am inclined to believe that patient“
treatment ‘by Jate 1959 mighb become & reality. el
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