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On Decem,, 15; and 16 I participated in the M e d i c a l  Deans' Pseeting 
held at the new medical facil i ty at Broolchaven. I can hoaestly 8ay 
that  Dr. pafils group did a masterFul job in bandllng tMs group of 
visiting mi esd in presenting c&n rather signiflcast phases 

exclusively t o  Introductory remarks and scientific presentations by 
distinguished 8peakers. 

In  the early part of the afternoon an opportunity was given the group 
to participate in conducted tours of the various fbcl l l t ies  at the 
Laboratory. :Later that  same afte 

chairmsn of one of the groups, I found the panel discussion m8t 
Interesting, particularly insofar as hearlag the viewpoints of the 
individual deans w ~ t h  respect to problems associatea with radiation. 
They impressed me as being reasonably w e l l  informed for the mst part 
and, I mi@& add, appeSrea to be extremely pleased that they were 
brought in on. the ground floor with respect t o  this new and unlque 

Of the reSeWX:h tO tk grauP. % first m- Uas devoted 

n the group va8 b k e n  up into 
units of about 8-XI indidduals C - l c i p t e d  in panel dlscussioss 
C O W r i X  -IDUS topics O f  to f k  e c a l  8cbol8; h 

medical facility. 

The following morning several members of the Medical -t 
presented 30-mmlnute discusslone on their current research wlork, 

four sessions wfiich I attended were quite e n t h l a s t l c a l l y  
ived, and t be  presentations were followed by a fairly good 

Ch I interpreted w @te S t b l b t i n g  to the Visiting 

of in1;ellIgent questions. Iater that IllornIng the panel 
sions vere resued, and after lunch each of the panel clmbuen 
ized the dean's reaction to the various topics that were U s -  

the whole I was very pleased inth the entire two-day progrem and 
dent that each and e ~ e r y  -her par t lc ip t ing  in this ~ W O -  

meeting f e l t  his tlme was well spent. 

nsofar as the program review is concerned, my coments of necessity 
I attendedthe Wednesday morning session at the e fa i r ly  general. 
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I that I leEu3m 

each of the sect 

I cannot help but feel that the reseasch'being conducted in the 
Biology Deppuctnrent is much better than one lniglrt believe from 
having heard. Curtis review the program. I & not see how any 
staff member visiting Brookhaverz for the flrst time could possibly 
gain a proper perspective of the program. 'phough I & not llke to  
be a lbndsy ~norning qusrterback, I feel thst  we did not a l l o w  d- 
ficient time for the redew of each of these p r o g r a ~ ~ .  I would be 
much happier if a two-day r e v i e w  were &voted t o  Biology alone, 
t w o  daw for Medicine abne, and possibly one 
I wad A.rrt;:her recamend that in AEture reviews of this particular 
Uboratory we spell out a l i t t l e  more in detail the manner in a c h  
we want %he presexbtion made. AFter tasking with various members 
of the staff ,  I think we were a l l  pretty much in agreemnt that 
hearing fkom each of the senior scientists perfonuing the particular 
research is far more beneflcisl thes listening to the single ins- 
vidua3s simplly eqnund on the total program* 

3 .  

for B i o p ~ l c s .  

In the aftexnoon I vent over to the Medical m a t  to visit 
individuaJ. groups, rather than sit through the Biophcysics present8- 
tion. I spew% some time with Dr. Irrncence Ibnkm, the o r m c  
chpmigt who hss been quite active in the synthesis of various 
labellea tqlptophan metabolites an8 of late bss been @te inter- 
ested in prc>blems associated with these excretory products in cmcer 
patients. 13Bnkes impressedme 88 a first-rate bio-0r-c chemist, 
and I was certainly p l w e d  to hear that he wlu. focus his StteI l tbn 
on the of melxibolites in variousdtseased states, particularly 
in connectsm with hrmwn patients. A t  the present t i m e  there seem8 
t o  be a revival of interest i n  stuasing the peetabolic defects in 
tryptopbn :n&abolism with respect t o  certain nraJlgnancies, and I 
would hape that same rather significant data might come out of this 
phase of tbe medical progmm. 



I also visited with Hughes and Painter in connection with their 

y I was nof overly imlpressed 
do thldK,- W*kEr,- that tbe 

flcient interest to  hgve thn purstle tb problenm 88 
as possible, particularly in connection with hrmwn 

I also speht some tlme withPaul Wevre, whose interests are 
largely along; tbe line of ion transport across the c e l l  menibane. . 

Paul. bas been Interested primwily in the problem of gluoose 
transport andl its effects on other ions. 
confidence i n 1  Paul's 8 b m t y  and feel that whateper he undertakes 
w i l l  be done thoroughly and it w i l l  be a contribution to basic 

I also had an opprtunity t o  listen t o  other presentations during 
the Dead meeting and wa8 most favorably impressed with tbe trace 
element work of I&. George Cotzias. 
work on m m e s e  and has got out some reasonably good publications 
in the last Imlve nronths, His presentation evoked a good deal of 
interest in lib Deans' group which I attended, and I overheard 
words of praise ewressed i n  behalf of Cotzias. 

1 have a good deal of 

research. 

He has &ne a good deal of 

I found Dr, Stonerfs work on imamuzological problems t&te inter- 
esting and o f  good calltrre. Eere again a very Sctive discussion 
ensued i n  tbe presence of the deans, and I was qyite pleased with 
the manner i n  which Stoner answered some rather diFfimilt questions. 
He iqpressed me as being thoroughly w e l l  grounded in his subject 
and handled ]himself exceptionally well under question, 

In the course of my visit through the new medical facilityy I also 
talked with the group on the whole body counter and hadn't realized 

should be most belpAtl as well as valuable to Fasr's group in aon- 
nection u i th  their patient studies particularly. 

tbst they SO fm along With it. This p a r t i e  fac i l i ty  

My overal l  reaction toward the Medical Depmtment program was most 
favorable. I feel thst Dr, Farr has a very coqpetent group of 
inMviduals,and with such a group one cannot help but end up with 
a reasonably good and productive research program. I was also 
pleased w i t h i  the new faci l i ty  and an confident that  the results 
coming out olf there w i l l  justify the funds we have exgended to 
provide adeqpate facilities for this group. 
i f  one would1 ca l l  it a disappointment, i s  the timing in completing 
the medical reactor. 

The only disappointment, 

I think we were a l i t t l e  too optimistic ip 
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our init ial  calculation, for when one looks back on other con- 
struction ,jobs the actual c q l e t i o n  of a faci l i ty  Lags far . Thegroupseemstofeel 

-time in Mesch and that 
f 1959 they w i l l  be 
believe that patie 

came 8 reallty. 
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