LG300 DOE

TROOBY
r}eposnonv LLs _IBE HAKIHYES

C 45 Hromne Energy Corrirziss s
COLLECTION L3122

John A. Derry BOXNo. 236 February 28, 1950

1. W Tuttle FOLDER M

STAFF COMIENT ON JOINT COMMITTEE CRITICISHM ON ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

Fellowships:

Congress in enacting the FBI rider rejected the viewpoints presented
by the Commission during the hearings. It was made olear by scientists
inside and outside of the Commission, as well as by other spokesmen for
scientific groups that any attempt to impose security requirements in
fields of fundamental researoch were security was not clearly an issue
would operate to the detriment of scientific research as & whole, and
would result in a lessened interest and confidence on the part of uni-
versities and scientists in the program end problems of the AEC

Upon the ensctment of the rider, the membership of the National Academy
of Sciences expressed its doubts that the continuation of the fellow-
ship progrem with the rider, was in the national interest, and indicated
that the Academy did not care to be connected in any way with the pro-
gram. Despite this stand on the part of this outstending nongovermment
body of scientists, the Atomic Energy Commission in its concern for the
eritical need for an inoreasing number of younger scientists trained in
the disociplines of atomie ensrgy, asked the Academy to ocontinue & limited
progranm restricted to work in secret fields, where security measures
were a valid issus, and where there would be less reluctance on the part
of scientists to enter the fisld. Recent returns indicate that in the
medical sciences & total of 6 applicants for fellowships were received
and & total of 12 applications in the biological sciences. In the field
of physical sciences, applicants number 15. This contrasts with exper-
ience in previous years when applications numbered in the hundreds.

Left unresclved at this time is the problem of filling the very obvious
need for the training of young scientists in these fields. Future pro-
gress in atomic energy from the medical and biological side related to
the protection of human beings against the harmful products of atomic
energy and atomic weapons, as well as the exploration of the beneficial
aspects of atomic energy, depends upon a continuing supply of capable
young scientists trained in the fundamental disciplines. Similarly, pro-
gress in the physical sciences, in the development of weapons, and in the
development of reactors, depends upon a continuing supply of trained

. scientists,.

It should be reemphasiged that the issue &t no time concerned the desira-
bility or the undesirebility of giving government aid to an occesional
communist who might work his way in the atomic energy program in non-
secret fields., The real question was whether the measures which must be
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Taken to guarantee absolutely that no communist ever received govern-
ment aid, would not in the long run bring about & much greater injury
to the scientific potentiel of the country. Recent events have indi-
oated that the expressed views of the Commission and of its scientifio
advisors correctly interpreted the reaction of the academic eand scien-
tific community te en atbempt to impose security messures in a field
where security was not a legitimete issue.

ADVICORY COMUITTEES

The Danger of Excessive Use of Adviscry Committees

The Committee in commenting upon the Commission's use of advisory
comai ttees stated that “This advisory committee device may lead to
diffusior of responsibility, procrestination, or exploitation of well
knovn nsmes as a shield against criticism." It should be pointed out

that the advigory committee for Biclogy and liedicine is &n advisor
comnittes only.

In the field which deals with the medical and biological problems
created by the existence of atomic weapons and of the atomic energy
industry itself, the state of man's knowledge is so fragmentary, and
in many cases to confused, that frequent consultetion with eminent
scientists who have a broad view of the problem is essential. Prog-
ress toward the solution of these problems, in large part, depends
upon the degree of interest which scientists and educators in uni-
versities, medical schools and hospitals throughout the country teke
in the problems of atomic energy. The responsibility for the imple-
mentation for & vigorous program directed towards the solution of
these problems rests with the Commissicn. ¥o groups of government
scientists end sdministrators are in & positicn to consider themselves
omniscient in fields as complexz &s those with wiich we deal. The fre-
quent consultation with scientific leaders to obtain the whole hearted
cooperation of the sclentific and acsdemic community is essential to
the scientific progress of the natior and to the netional security.
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