
In te rv iew wi th  D r .  S t a f fo rd  L. Warren by D r .  Marks ani M r .  Miazga on 
4 / 2 2 / 7 4  a t  9:15 am i n  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  the  UCLA Laboratory of Nuclear Medicine 
and Radiat ion Biology. 
sc iences  and professor  of biophysics  a t  UCLA. 
Chief of t he  Medical Sec t ion  of t he  Manhattan P ro jec t .  P r i o r  t o  en te r ing  
the  se rv ice ,  D r .  Warren was chairman of t he  Department of Radiology of the  
Univers i ty  of Rochester School of  Medicine. 

D r .  Warren i s  emeri tus  v i c e  chance l lor  of h e a l t h  
From 1943 t o  1947 he was 

D r .  Warren r e c a l l e d  a l a r g e  meeting a t  which the  program of plutonium 

i n j e c t i o n s  was d iscussed;  he remembered t h a t  Drs. Louis Hempelmann, Wright Langham 

and Harry Whipple were p re sen t  a t  t h a t  meeting. 

a d d i t i o n a l  meetings a t  which such d iscuss ions  took p lace .  

He a l s o  r e c a l l e d  seve ra l  

He s a i d  t h a t  he, 

a s  a MED employee, d id  not  have the  power t o  au tho r i ze  ind iv idua l  programs. 

He s a i d  t h a t  t he  i n j e c t i o n  programs were discussed wi th  him by s t a f f  members 
I 

i n  t he  seve ra l  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  each case ,  he  recommended 

t h a t  they submit t h e  program t o  the  D i s t r i c t  Engineer f o r  approval and 

programmatic suppor t .  He s a i d  t h a t  he did not  t h e r e a f t e r  follow the  matter  

t o  determine whether such a c t i o n  had been taken. 

D r .  Warren was queried s p e c i f i c a l l y  about t he  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  the  Univers i ty  

of Rochester.  

had l a r g e l y  l e f t  t he  admin i s t r a t ion  of t he  Rochester Atomic Energy P r o j e c t  t o  

H e  i nd ica t ed  t h a t  he was not  a c t i v e  i n  the  Rochester program bu t  

D r .  Andrew H. Dowdy who was Director  of the  P r o j e c t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  H e  mentioned 

the  names of two people who were a c t i v e  i n  the  program a t  Rochester a t  t h a t  

t i m e  -- Drs. Kalkreider  and Keutman. H e  s a i d  t h a t  two o the r  people who might 

be contacted f o r  information about t he  Rochester ope ra t ion  would be Drs. George 

Tapl in  and Fred Bryan. D r .  Warren s a i d  t h a t  i t  might be w e l l  t o  t a l k  t o  

D r .  B i l l  McCann's second wife ,  who was the  admin i s t r a t ive  a s s i s t a n t  i n  the 

department a t  Rochester a t  t he  time of the  Pu i n j e c t i o n  program. D r .  Warren 

thought t h a t  D r .  Andrew Dowdy and Robert Fink might a l s o  be a b l e  t o  provide 

information of i n t e r e s t  t o  u s .  Before w e  l e f t ,  D r .  Warren c a l l e d  Drs. Dowdy 
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and Fink f o r  us.  

myself are recorded sepa ra t e ly .  

When queried about D r .  Ear l  Miller i n  San Francisco, D r .  Warren ind ica t ed  

Telephone conversat ions between those ind iv idua l s  and 

t h a t  he was n o t  f a m i l i a r  with any important r o l e  t h a t  D r .  Miller may have had 

i n  San Francisco. 

D r .  Warren provided a f a i r l y  d e t a i l e d  d i scuss ion  of t he  o rgan iza t iona l  

s t r u c t u r e  of t he  Medical Sect ion of MED. Dr. Warren w a s  Chief of the Sect ion 

and reported d i r e c t l y  t o  General Groves. He s a i d  t h a t  D r .  F r i e d e l l  was h i s  

deputy and had h i s  o f f i c e  i n  Oak Ridge. D r .  Warren s a i d  t h a t  D r .  F r i e d e l l  was \ 

t he  only person on h i s  s t a f f  who knew about Los Alamos during t h e  e a r l y  period. 

D r .  Warren s t a t e d  t h a t  D r .  Norman Hilberry,  A s s i s t a n t  Director  of t h e  Meta l lu rg ica l  

Laboratory, and D r .  Robert Stone were opposed t o  t h e  program of plutonium 

i n j e c t i o n s  . 

, 

D r .  Warren discussed a t  length the dichotomy between the  m i l i t a r y  and t h e  

con t r ac to r  personnel re la t ive t o  the implementation of research programs. H e  

s a i d  t h a t  the c o n t r a c t o r s  enjoyed a g r e a t  d e a l  of autonomy. They had only t o  

c lear  research p r o j e c t s  with t h e i r  own o f f i c i a l s  who were re spons ib l e  f o r  

funding dec i s ions  t o  c a r r y  ou t  p r o j e c t s  of t h e i r  choice.  

Dr. Warren ind ica t ed  t h a t  he became very h e a v i l y  involved i n  matters r e l a t i n g  
0 

t o  t he  atomic bomb, both before  and a f t e r  t he  Alamogardo tes ts  and Japanese 

bombings. Both D r s .  Warren and F r i e d e l l  spent  considerable  t i m e  i n  Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki during the  e a r l y  postwar per iod.  

t o  UCLA t o  become Acting Dean of t he  Medical School on February 1, 1947. H e  

Dr. Warren s a i d  t h a t  he went 

continued t o  serve a s  Acting Dean f o r  s e v e r a l  months and then became the 

permanent Dean l a t e  i n  1947. 


