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In te rv iew of D r .  Will iam F .  Bale of t he  U n i v e r s i t y  of Rochester i n  h i s  
l abora to ry  by Dr . Marks and Mr . Miazga a t  11: 00 AM on 4 /30 /74 .  D r  . Bale 
i s  professor  of biophysics  i n  t h e  Department of Radia t ion  Biology a t  the  
Un ive r s i ty  of Roches te r .  
correspondence between Los Alamos and Rochester r e l a t i v e  t o  the  human 
plutonium s tudy .  

He  was t h e  con tac t  person a t  Rochester f o r  

D r .  Bale was asked what he could r e c a l l  o f  t h e  experiment involv ing  

i n j e c t i o n  of plutonium i n t o  p a t i e n t s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  was a c t i v e  i n  the  

polonium experiment b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  anything about t h e  plutonium 

experiment.  When w e  i nqu i r ed  about t he  types of d i s c l o s u r e  t h a t  might 

have been made he  s a i d  t h a t  a d i s t i n c t  p o l i c y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  

polonium experiment.  The p a t i e n t s  were t o l d  t h a t  the experiment is 

important  t o  the  w a r  e f f o r t .  They were t o l d  t h a t  the  r a d i o a c t i v e  substance 

t o  be i n j e c t e d  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  hazardous i n  l a r g e  doses but  t h a t  t he  amounts 

t h a t  were t o  be i n j e c t e d  i n t o  the  p a t i e n t s  were s m a l l  and were n o t  be l ieved  
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t o  c o n s t i t u t e  any r i s k  t o  them. They f u r t h e r  emphasized t h a t  t hese  experiments 

would be important  t o  the  war e f f o r t .  D r .  Bale s a i d  t h a t  on ly  people who 
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were e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  cooperat ing were chosen f o r  the  ~ 
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experiments . 

Dr. Bale d iscussed  the  names of some of t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  people  

involved i n  t h e  work of t h e  metabolism u n i t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  These included 

A l b e r t  F renke l ,  Dorraine Leake, Helen Van A l s t i n e ,  and N a t  Cedars.  He 

s a i d  t h a t  A l b e r t  Frenkel  was concerned wi th  tracer chemistry i n  t h e  
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experiments .  La te r  D r .  Bale provided employment information on t h e  people 

who were on t h e  p a y r o l l  of t he  metabol ic  ward a t  t h a t  t ime.  Those names, 
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addres ses ,  and t e rmina t ion  d a t e s  a re  f i l e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  

i nc lude  a few nurses  and t e c h n i c i a n s .  

The personnel  
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