
In te rv iew of D r .  Hymer L. F r i e d e l l  by D r .  Marks and Mr. Miazga i n  
D r .  F r i e d e l l ' s  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  Case Western Reserve Medical School i n  
Cleveland a t  9 : 0 0  am on 4/25/74,, D r .  F r i e d e l l  i s  Chairman of t h e  
Department of Radiology i n  t h e  Case Western Reserve Univers i ty  School 
of Medicine. 
Medical Sec t ion  of t he  Manhattan P r o j e c t .  D r .  F r i e d e l l  was t h e  f i r s t  
medical o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  P r o j e c t .  

H e  w a s  Executive O f f i c e r  and then  Deputy Chief of t h e  

D r .  F r i e d e l l  descr ibed the  s t r i n g e n t  s e c u r i t y  involved i n  t h e  plutonium 

p r o j e c t  and mentioned the  code names "product" and "49" f o r  plutonium ( t h e  

l a t t e r  a t r a n s p o s i t i o n  of t he  atomic number 94).  H e  s a i d  t h a t  meetings a t  

which t h e  i n j e c t i o n  of plutonium i n t o  p a t i e n t s  was discussed occured f o r  a ' 

cons iderable  per iod of t i m e  before  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t he  program, 

t 

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  

he a t tended  s e v e r a l  such meetings but  w a s  n o t  p re sen t  a t  any meeting when t h e  I 

dec i s ion  t o  proceed wi th  the  program was a c t u a l l y  made. 

D r .  F r i e d e l l  s a i d  t h a t ,  a l though h i s  headquarters  was a t  Oak Ridge, he  

t r ave led  a g r e a t  dea l .  H e  mentioned f a m i l i a r  names of i nd iv idua l s  a t  t he  va r ious  

l a b o r a t o r i e s  bu t  claimed t h a t  he was n o t  acquainted wi th  the  plutonium i n j e c t i o n  

p r o j e c t s  a t  any of  t h e  var ious  l a b o r a t o r i e s  where they were c a r r i e d  out .  

lack of information included Rochester;  he seemed t o  have no knowledge of who 

This 

conducted t h e  program o r  of t he  p l ans  f o r  ca r ry ing  ou t  the  program there .  

W e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  questioned D r .  F r i e d e l l  about  t h e  Oak Ridge p a t i e n t  s ince  

we 

D r .  J. Howland t o  i n j e c t  t h e  one Oak Ridge p a t i e n t .  I n  response t o  ques t ion ing ,  

had previous ly  received a r e p o r t  t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  D r .  F r i e d e l l  had ordered 

D r .  F r i e d e l l  denied in t ima te  knowledge of t h e  Oak Ridge case.  

asked whether D r .  Howland might have made such an  i n j e c t i o n ,  D r .  F r i e d e l l  

When s p e c i f i c a l l y  

responded t h a t  D r .  Howland might have done so,  bu t  t h a t  F r i e d e l l  d i d  no t  have . ,  

knowledge of the  mat te r .  He s a i d  t h a t  o t h e r s  who may have been involved would 
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have included a D r .  Dwight Clark  who subsequently went t o  the  Department 

of Surgery a t  the  Un ive r s i ty  of Chicago. D r .  F r i e d e l l  s a id  t h a t  Dr. Clark 

w a s  eager  t o  i n j e c t  r ad io i so topes  i n t o  people and could t h e r e f o r e  have been 

a prime candida te  t o  g ive  such a n  i n j e c t i o n .  

D r .  F r i e d e l l  provided no informat ion  r e l a t i v e  t o  the  i s s u e  of d i s c l o s u r e  

t o  p a t i e n t s ,  inc luding  the  Oak Ridge p a t i e n t .  

D r .  F r i e d e l l  seemed most anxious t o  t a l k  t o  us  about  the  h i s t o r y  of the  

Manhattan P r o j e c t  and h i s  r o l e  i n  i t .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had completed h i s  

t r a i n i n g  and w a s  a c e r t i f i e d  r a d i o l o g i s t  i n  1942. He was then  i n  advanced 

t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of C a l i f o r n i a  i n  San Francisco under D r .  Robert S. 

f 

Stone, bu t  d iv ided  h i s  t i m e  between t h e  San Francisco and Berkeley campuses. I 

A t  t h a t  t i m e  he w a s  ob ta in ing  t r a i n i n g  i n  the  use  of  r a d i o a c t i v e  i so topes  f o r  

medical purposes.  

t h a t  he was n o t  c a l l e d  up f o r  a c t i v e  duty.  

discovered t h a t  t h e  Univers i ty  had c e r t i f i e d  him t o  be e s s e n t i a l .  

except ion t o  t h e  a c t i o n  of the  Univers i ty ,  D r .  F r i e d e l l  volunteered f o r  m i l i t a r y  

duty  and was ready t o  leave Berkeley when the  personnel  of  t he  M d i a t i o n  

Laboratory i n  Berkeley, p r i n c i p a l l y  D r .  E. 0. Lawrence, requested t h a t  D r .  F r i e d e l l  

H e  w a s  a reserve o f f i c e r  when the  w a r  s t a r t e d  and w a s  su rp r i sed  

Af te r  a pe r iod  of t i m e  D r .  F r i e d e l l  

Taking 

be assigned t o  the  Manhattan P r o j e c t  i n  order  t o  t ake  advantage of h i s  back- 

ground i n  the  f i e l d  of r a d i o a c t i v e  i so topes .  H e  w a s  brought i n t o  t h e  Manhattan 

P r o j e c t  as Executive O f f i c e r  i n  the  Medical Sec t ion .  D r .  F r i e d e l l  l a t e r  served 

as deputy t o  t h e  ch ie f  of t he  Medical Sec t ion ,  D r .  S t a f fo rd  L .  Warren. 

D r .  F r i e d e l l  went i n t o  cons ide rab le  d e t a i l  about  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  between the  c o n t r a c t o r  personnel and the  m i l i t a r y  wi th  r e spec t  

t o  the  ca r ry ing  o u t  of r e sea rch  programs. 

r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  c o n t r o l  over t h e  r e sea rch  a c t i v i t i e s  because t h e  con t r ac to r s  

He implied t h a t  t he  m i l i t a r y  had 
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would claim t h a t  they  had been assigned r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  r e sea rch .  

The con t r ac to r s  would say  t h a t ,  i f  t h e i r  performance was n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  

t h e  m i l i t a r y  had the  p re roga t ive  of te rmina t ing  t h e i r  con t r ac t s .  H e  implied 

t h a t  the  m i l i t a r y ,  t he re fo re ,  found it necessary  t o  persuade the  con t r ac to r s  

of t h e  need f o r  c e r t a i n  programs. 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  the  human plutonium s t u d i e s .  

These w e r e  g e n e r a l  comments and were n o t  

D r .  F r i e d e l l  mentioned a r i v a l r y  between D r s .  S t a f fo rd  Warren and 

Robert Stone. H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  r i v a l r y  stemmed from an e a r l y  o f f e r  t o  

D r .  Stone t o  become Chief of t he  Medical Sec t ion  of t h e  Manhattan P r o j e c t ,  

which Stone d id  n o t  accept .  

D r .  Stone resented  t h e  assumption of t h e  p re roga t ives  of t he  p o s i t i o n  by 

D r .  Warren. D r .  F r i e d e l l  i nd ica t ed  t h a t  t h i s  event  l e d  t o  the  r i v a l r y  between 

the  two men but  t h a t  t he  program was l a r g e l y  dominated by the  con t r ac to r  personnel ,  

p r i n c i p a l l y  the  s c i e n t i s t s  working under D r .  Stone. 

When Dr. Warren w a s  subsequent ly  appointed c h i e f ,  

D r .  F r i e d e l l  then pointed o u t  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  per iod  t h a t  t h i s  program was 

developing he had o t h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  concerning the  atomic 

bomb, t h a t  occupied most of h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  H e  spent  cons iderable  t i m e  i n  one 

of t he  two bombed c i t i e s  i n  Japan. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  Dr. Warren headed up a 

team t h a t  went i n t o  t h e  o the r  of t h e  two c i t i e s  t o  organize s t u d i e s .  D r .  F r i e d e l l  

implied t h a t  he l o s t  t r a c k  of t he  human plutonium experiment because of h i s  

preoccupat ion wi th  t h e  s tudy of atomic bomb e f f e c t s  and va r ious  o t h e r  programs 

t h a t  were h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

Sidney Marks 
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