
Interview wi th  D r .  J.J. Nickson by Marks and Miazga i n  Memphis on 4/23/74 
a t  about 3:OO pm. D r .  Nickson i s  head of Radiat ion Therapy a t  t he  West 
Tennessee Cancer C l i n i c  of the  Univers i ty  of Tennessee i n  Memphis. 
t h e  ch ie f  of the  I n d u s t r i a l  Medical Hazards Sec t ion  of t he  Meta l lu rg ica l  
Laboratory.  

H e  was 

On the  day before  the  in t e rv i ew,  I c a l l e d  D r .  Nickson from Los Angeles 

t o  r eques t  t he  in te rv iew.  

the  problem, and D r .  Nickson responded t h a t  he ,  D r .  Leon Jacobson, and D r .  Sam 

Schwartz a l l  had a t tended  o r  been i n  contac t  wi th  t h e  i n j e c t e d  p a t i e n t s  a t  t he  

Un ive r s i ty  of Chicago. The matter w a s  n o t  pursued f u r t h e r  on the  phone but  

D r .  Nickson seemed t o  be w i l l i n g  t o  d i scuss  the  matter  a l though he s t a t e d  t h a t  

he objected t o  an adversary r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I explained t h a t  the  in t e rv i ew was 

n o t  t o  be conducted i n  an  adversary s p i r i t  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  c o l l e c t  information 

requi red  f o r  an en l igh tened  approach t o  the  matter by the  Commission. 

A t , t h a t  t i m e ,  I d iscussed  b r i e f l y  the  na tu re  of 

' 

When we a r r i v e d  a t  D r .  Nickson's o f f i c e  on the  fol lowing day, h i s  a t t i t u d e  

seemed t o  have changed i n  t h a t  t he  frankness  t h a t  p reva i l ed  during the  telephone 

conversa t ion  w a s  replaced by a r e t i c e n c e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  subs t an t ive  d iscuss ion .  

During the  in t e rv i ew he  claimed t h a t  he d id  no t  have d e t a i l e d  knowledge of  t he  

matter but  had only  handled the  i so tope  end of i t .  Fur ther ,  he now claimed 

t h a t  he had no t  been i n  con tac t  wi th  p a t i e n t s .  H e  w a s  shown documents t h a t  

r e f l e c t e d  h i s  involvement i n  the  s i t u a t i o n .  These included a paper t h a t  he had 

co-authored wi th  Edwin R. R u s s e l l  t h a t  went i n t o  cons iderable  d e t a i l  about 

t h e  c l i n i c a l  summaries and the e x c r e t i o n  ana lyses  on t h e  f i r s t  two Chicago 

p a t i e n t s .  D r .  Nickson l ea fed  through t h e  documents but  i nd ica t ed  t h a t  they 

d i d  no t  improve h i s  memory of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The documents included s e v e r a l  

monthly r e p o r t s  t h a t  he a s  s e c t i o n  ch ief  had w r i t t e n  t o  e i t h e r  Dr. Stone 

o r  Dr. Jacobson. The r e p o r t s  d e a l t  wi th  follow-up ana lyses  on i n j e c t e d  

p a t i e n t s  among o t h e r  th ings .  D r .  Nickson decl ined t o  e l a b o r a t e  on the  conten ts  
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of t h e  r e p o r t s  o r  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they had jogged h i s  memory t o  the  p o i n t  

of enabl ing him t o  r e c a l l  any informat ion  of i n t e r e s t .  

D r .  Nickson s a i d  t h a t  he d i d  no t  know who might have ta lked  t o  the  

p a t i e n t s ,  could no t  shed any l i g h t  on the  matter of informed consent o r  

d i s c l o s u r e  nor  d id  he know who made the  i n j e c t i o n s .  

D r .  Nickson was asked about t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  D r .  Jacobson had r a i s e d  a s  

t o  whether t he  t h i r d  Chicago p a t i e n t  had been i n j e c t e d  a t  B i l l i n g s  o r  a t  

another  h o s p i t a l  i n  Chicago. 

un l ike ly  t h a t  t he  p a t i e n t  would have been i n j e c t e d  a t  another  h o s p i t a l  (less 

D r .  Nickson s a i d  t h a t  he thought i t  extremely 

than a 1% chance).  H e  d id  suggest  t h a t  D r .  Henry Rappaport, who has  made an 
.i I ". . *i c 

extens ive  s tudy  of Hodgkin's ca ses  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of Chicago, be approached 

t o  seek  the  records  of t h a t  p a t i e n t .  

Sidney Marks 


