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THW: Geaeral Manager 

EXHUMATION PROC;'ICAM 

In your deliberations for Friday's meeting of whether or not to approve 
continuation of thLs program, I want to provide the following additional 
information which my s t a f f  has just put together on the current status 
of the eighteen origlnal infecteea: 

4 lfving (who would be followed) 
3 missing (probably lost) 
1 Australia (dead, we belfwe--impractical to retrieve) 
1 cremated (l imited value) 
1 cremated and ashes scattered (no value) 
1 no next of kin ident i f ied  (a court order needed) 
1 fadly identified--not approached (poss ib le )  
5 families tdentfffed--partial refusale on a l l  (poss ib le  overtime) 
1 exhumed . 

f i e  above information suggests that the exhumation program will not be 8 
hi&ly successful one. 
informtion still recommends proceeding with the study. 

IQ spite of this, the Conanittee who was t o l d  this 

I recommend that the Commiesion act  t o  pose no objection t o  the prograq 
but only on the condition that Argonne'e Human Studies Committee thoroughly 
review the scientific, moral, ethical and legal aspects of proceeding with 
the s tudy ,  and OR the condition that they approve explicit guidelines fo r  
contfnuation of the s tudy .  I have enclosed B proposed letter to Argonne in 
the event the Commission t a k e s  this latter action. 
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PROVENANCE 

REPOSITORY: OFFICE OF HUMAN RADIATION 
EXPERIMENTS (OHRE) 

COLLECTION : PLUTONIUM INJECTION INVESTIGATION 
FILES (OHRE 1 )  

BOX: 2 

FOLDER: PLUTONIUM INJECTIONS - ROCHESTER - 
GEN INFORMATION 
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Another point which the Comiaaion should consider is that the route 
I am recornending would make sure that the institutional frameworks 
for rnaking such value judgments are f u l l y  utilized. 
worth considering whether to act in a different mariner than proposed 
would diminish the effectfveness of mechanism6 (the Human Studies 
Committees) widely utilized by the medical cornunity and society for 
making such determinations. 

Perhaps it is 

James L. Liverman, Director 
Division of Biomedical and 
. Environnentd Research 

Enclosure: 
Proposed letter to 
Robert Sacha, ANL 

bcc: Secretary (3) 
General Manager . 
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