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Dr. Martin L. Minthorn, Jr. 
Biochemist, Medical Research Branch 
Division of Biology and &%.cine 
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Washington, D. C. 20545 

kar Martin: 

I have read the research proposal of Dr .  Louis H. Hempelmann focusing, 
as you suggested, upon the s c i e n t i f i c  mrit  of the study in L o s  Alamos 
of the 1 7  E n  with detectable body burdens of plutonium. 
question that such a study is of utmost importance t o  the AEC and 
should be given high pr ior i ty  support. There is also no question that 
Drs .  Langham and Hempelmam are the bes t  qualified t o  carry out this 
clinical and laboratory appraisal and t o  gather.this and other studies 
in to  a definitive report on the plutonium t o e c i t y  in  man. The idea 
of carrying out this work i n  Los Alamos is easily rationalized because 
of the f a c i l i t i e s  available there for  unquestionable excellent analyses. 
The protocol leaves m nothing t o  suggest for  improving it. 

I suppose there are administrative reasons for  having two such divergent 
programs included in me proposal. 
l ike myself, t o  be an ef for t  t o  get the weaker par t  carried by the 
stronger part ,  bu t  I fa i l  t o  determine which is which here. 
DJA repair studies are equally mr i tor ious ,  but face different 
pr ior i ty  rules. Of these two par ts  of the proposal, the plutonium 
body burden one, while not "scient i f ic  research", must be supported 
because of  our crying need for  human data on a human prcblem tha t  is 
te r r ib ly  important t o  your division of AEC. 

There is no 

It looks t o  an outsider/insider, 

The 

C. C. Lushbaugh, M.D. 
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