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The Honorable John 0. Pastore  
C h a i  rman 
J o i n t  Committee on A t o m i c  Energy 
The Capi tol  
Washington, D. C .  20515 , 

Dear Mr. Pastore:  

For t he  p a s t  twenty-five years  I have been c r i t i ca l  of 
the  unwarranted a c t i v i t i e s  of AEC - an agency which cannot 
act  for t h e  Publ ic  i n  a regulatory fashion while being t h e  
s o l e  agency t o  f o s t e r  t h e  use of atomic energy. 
r ecen t ly  my concern w i t h  t h e  contamination of our  environ- 
ment by rad ionucl ides ,  r e s u l t i n g  from my work w i t h  the Baby 
Tooth Survey, has  ind ica ted  t o  me t h e  necess i ty  t o  s t o p  a l l  
t e s t i n g  of nuclear devices  u n t i l  such time when we w i l l  
understand a l l  of the  implicat ions of r a d i a t i o n  hazards t o  
human welfare.  My s t u d i e s  concerning t h e  accumulation of 
Strontium-90 i n t o  the t e e t h  and bones pf ch i ld ren  r e s u l t i n g  
from t h e  bomb t e s t i n g  program of Russia and the United S t a t e s  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  marked contamination of our environment w i l l  
continue for more than one hundred years.  Even continuous 
small leakage w i l l  only increase  the  l e v e l s  of environmental 
contamination already present .  T h i s  contamination, on top 
of the  n a t u r a l  r a d i a t i o n ,  can only serve t o  increase  the 
r a t e  of mutation i n  man, animals and p l a n t s  w i t h  d e l e t e r i o u s  
r e s u l t s .  
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,Y Under these  condi t ions ,  I can only hope t h a t  you w i l l  be 
instrumental  t o  a c t i v a t e  hearings on the s u b j e c t  of nuclear  
s a f e t y  as soon as possible .  
be e s t ab l i shed  u n t i l  such hearings a r e  complete and our know- 
ledge of r a d i a t i o n  e f f e c t s  a r e  thoroughly understood. 

I hope t h a t  a moratorium can 
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Thank you very much f o r  your cons idera t ion  of t h i s  mat ter ,  
and if I can be of any s e r v i c e  t o  you i n  t h i s  regard,  I 
w i l l  be honored t o  do SO. i 
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Yours respectf  l l y ,  
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Hargld L. Rosenthal, Ph.D. 
Professor of Physiological Chemistry 
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