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J u l y  1, 1971 

Mr. James G. Hanchett 
Executive A s s i s t a n t  t o  

Honorable Craig Bosmer 
House of Representat ives  

Dear Hr. Hanchett: 

As I indica ted  in our telephone coaversat lon,  f .I providing add i t iona l  
information on DL.r;(?nethyldopahydrazine. 
r e fe r r ed  t o  as being used in England to  lwsar the a i d e  e f f e c t s  of 
L-dopa . 

We believe this is the drug 

In t h e i r  contfnufng c l i n i c a l  research on the treatment of Parkinson's 
d i s e a s e  wi th  l a r g e  o r a l  doses of L-dopa, Dr. Cotrlaa and his s t a f f  a t  
the Brookhaven Nat ional  Laboratory have fouad that the e f f e c t i v e  
d a i l y  dose of L-dopa can be reduced considerably when DL-&methyldopa- 
hydrazine is adminis tered in confuact ioa w i t h  L-dopa. Accompanying 
t h i s  reduct ion i n  the therapeut ic  dose is a msrked reduction i n  un- 
des i r ab le  g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  s i d e  a f f e c t s  (nausea m d  loso of appet i te) .  
DL-&-Methyldopahydratine is presumed to act by i n h i b i t i n g  the conver- 
sion of L-dopa to dopamine in body tissues other thrn the  brain.  The 
inh ib i t i on  of this metabolic traasfomation .pares L-dopa and thus 
m i n h i z e s  untoward e f f e c t s  caused by dop8alne. 

D r .  Goldstein,  Chief of our  Medical Research Branch, conferred with 
D r .  Cotzias  and he agrees  t h a t  Dbd;methyldop.hydruine i6 most l i k e l y  
the drug about  which you inquired and it i n  bdng used in England. 
Dr. Cotzias ,  Dr. Goldstein and I a l s o  feel that the interests of the 
p a t i e n t  would be served b e s t  by having Mr. Dunhp'n physician contact  
Dr. Cotzias d i r e c t l y  regarding the patient's c l i n i c a l  h i a to ry  and h i s  
therapeut ic  course.  Dr. C o t z i a ~  also expressed hi.  wil l ingnese t o  
arrange with the  physician f o r  an evaluation of Ltr. Dmlap'o oui t -  
a b i l i t y  as a research  candidate  for exadrution a t  the Medical 
Department a t  Brookhaven Plational Laboratory. 
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Mrs. Dunlap has c a l l e d  ma and I have suggented th8t 8he have her  
husband'o phyafcian contac t  Dr. Cotxias. 
le t ter  t o  her. 

I f  w e  can be of f u r t h e r  aasirtauce, p h u a  let a8 kaw. 

I am encloaing a copy of my 

Sincerely. 

W. U. Burr, Jr., H.D. 
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