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Dm J. J. Hickson, 
Metallurgical Laboratory, 
m i m m i t y  of Chicae;o, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Deal' Jim: 

as per the request i n  your l e t t e r  of I have gone over 
February 14, 1945. 
of the  left index finger and barely detectable elsewhere. 
noted that he has an old phoephorua burn on the l e f t  index finger, 
and l e f t  middle finger. 
the cut ic le  and scarring of the dorsum of the d i s t a l  phalanx of thoee 
fingers, and undoubtedly accounte for the emothneee of the ridgee of 
t h e  left index fingfrr, 
whatever of any change which I could a t t r ibu te  t o  a radiation effoct. 

ridges is most noticeable on the t i p  
It may be 

This old burn hae resulted in  deformity of 

A t  the present time I can see no india&tion 
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The transverse r i d g e s  of the  na i l s  are present on t he  l e f t  thumb, 
index and middle fingere and the right thumb, The cuticlee on these 
fingers are also abnormal i n  the 88-8 that they are extremely short 
and, according t o  h i s  own s tory  he picks the  cuticle of these fingers 
a great deal.  
tram such as cut t ing the nail near the cut ic le  or  t h i s  constant 

I agree with you tht the subject does require periodic obsermkion,. 

'Ehese ridges are t o  me more indicative of continued 

pioking, than of any radiation effect. -c iv 
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. h  . .. Incidentally, will you forward me the report of Mr. 
taken just before he left Chicago, 

L-' John' E. Wirth. M. 'D. 


