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::ov&xr 3, 1981 

Dear K o m :  

R e c e n t  x e p r t s  in tbe nedia r q a r d i n g  cancer research have prmted 
rre t o  w r i t e  to yau zs Cbaiman of the Nat iona l  Xe.ri5 C m n c i l  t o  i n d i c e t e  
my dismay and concern i n  t h e  unfairness of r e p r t i n g  and appzrent irre- 
s * g m s i b i l i t y  of the rnxiia i n  sone of t h e i r  p resenta t ions .  Specif i -  
cally, I refer to the fou r  part  series of articles i n  the '&shingtm 
- Post  by Staff hyiters, Ted Gup and Jonathan Xm,m, h?7ich is now k b g  
widely syx3icnted. ?his series concerns eperin-ental  anti-cancer drug 
research and i n  miry months t h e  - post apparent ly  w i l l  examine c t h e r  
areas of the " k r  cm Cancer". It is my understanding t h a t  these 
h v e s t i c a t i v e  reporters have spent a year and 3 ha l f  i n  h b i n i n g  &ta 
invclving the entire National  Cancer Prograq and K a t i a m l  Cancer 
I n s t i t u t e ,  2nd future s i m i l a r  articles w i l l  undcxlbtedly be forthcmhg. 
On t h e  saw vein  a recent  hour 1m.g critical 'Ai p r q r u n  by i t s ,  20/20 
on cancer research  and, in d d i t i o n ,  an x t ic le  apLearbq i n  a 
pcridical el led Mother Jono,s by Ho:mrd L. Rosenberg m alleged hurm 
exprimtation for other than mdical  r e s m r c h  a t  the Cak Ridge 
Institute of Abclear Studies  were q i t e  d i s tu rb ing .  
articles ha7e t h e  affect of d i s t o r t i n p  tamer research  e f f o r t s  and 
prezent a m l e t e  lack of unders tanding  of the prcblers h v o l v d .  

A l l  of these 

It is my percept ion that t h e  National tJet.5 C m c i l  was f 0 d  hy 
a r i c a n  j o u r n a l i s t s  .as an inc+pepdent ~y to k a r  a m p l a i n t s  and 
criticism of t h e  media and render unbiased Mqrents of  censure hhen 
necessiiry. 
s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  rronitoring, and estzblisnmt of p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a d s  
and e t h i c s  of r e s p n s i b i l i t y  and s c c w n t a b i l i t y .  This shcxlld apply  to 
t h e  redia without  any eros ion  of t h e  r i g h t s  of the f i r s t  arren-t, a 
r i g h t ,  which I fiercely suppor t .  

recitals of anecdotal i n c i d e n t s  of conp l i ca t ions  and deaths of Phase I 

L e t  xre state at the o u t s e t  t h a t  a mark of professional ism is 

Ky concern with t h e  Wshington  Post  xticles is that they  are lurid 



7112 A X  20/20 show also de-eqhs ized  t h e  h e f i t s  of cancer re- 
seazch and t h s  Yiaticnnl Cmcer Frcqrarn an? eiiphasiza-2 sore s c i m t i f i -  
c a l l y  unyrovtrr drups and necLho3s. In cssmce, a pro and con report v a s  
lacking.  A mxe recen t  ?v, K x X d l /  L2hrer re-mrt cm the s a  ques t ion  
was e v m h m i k d  and z f fo r6d  an O F p r t u n i t y  for qen debate b z t w e n  
s c i e n t i s t s  wi th  d i f f e rences  cf opin ion  an6 an o . ;p rbmi ty  f o r  a reson- 
able d i scuss ion  on contr-aversid i s s u e s  msucrl. This type of prescnta- 
t ion s h a ~ l d  be e i i c a x a g d .  

Jmes &cut a rcseiirch Ef fc r t  i n  O& Ri3ge &at tjhich I have hthate 
fircti-and Jmm-l&cp, and I can stste unec?uivoc;llly that t h e  article's 
ixp1iatior-s were false,  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by Keprzsentat ive A & e r t  Gore of Tennessee snd, i n  
esse~ce, r e f u t d  t!x a k t e r r c n t s  of the j m a l i s t .  

A .%re f l a g r m t  and t h o r a + l y  distorted article a p p ~ e d  in  Pother 

Tnis  latter reprt r e s u l t &  i n  a congress iona l  

3y reasa for wr i t i ng  t h i s  letter stem frm over t h i r t y  years  of 
i n v o l v a m t  in t r e - t i n g  cancer  p t i e n t s  and t h e i r  faxilies, an2 r a t c h i n e  
s l o w  but progressive posit ive results of ever i n c r e a s i n g  ,snail kprc?ve- 
mts ac3 s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  in care, techniques,  4 - t  and 6mg rnanqe- 
n m t  of cancer d i i c h  translates into inproved survival and l e s ~ e n d  
mrbiciity for F t i e n t s .  The p r e s e n t  i n t e r e s t  of the rredia i n  cancer and 
the m y  it is being presented results i n  erosion cf confidence md 
ques t ions  the c red ib i l i t y  and i n t eq r i ty  of, n o t  o n l y  the rredical re- 
sea rch  sciatists, b G t  dso t h e  p r a c t i c i n g  m m n i t y  onco log i s t s  who 
apply the r~~thcdologli e v o l v d  from t h e  rsscczuch efforts i n  the t r e a t r e n t  
@€ mer 85% of all ytients w i t h  cancc7r. 
a-eits a mnurrenta1 "breakt.hrcxlah" i n  cmcer naqmmqt, this is mre 
than likely nevFr to occur and t h e  h e f i t s  and pr-ress of t m a t m e n t  
~ethds mst r e l y  on sm11 i n c r w m t s  of incres-sing kncwldge which can 
k app l i ed  to  cancer m n a g m y t  c n l y  thrcuah the p r e s e n t  r e W s  of 
invest  i c p t i o n .  

a i l e  t k  p u b l i c  ragprly 

It &la be h o s  t h a t  the n-9G.a i t z o l f ,  E r h a p s  t h r a s h  t h e  
i n f l u e x e  of the S a t i o n a l  sews C a n c i l ,  c m k 3  be urged t o  <evelop a n w e  
ewdmZe:! appra ich  to t h e i r  reports and q i v e  a.r: iNCh 6795esis to t h e  
mT?..sim, q u a l i t y  of ptioit car2 md , suqor t ,  and m c e m  of the 
in~st ic ;a tors   IO ov~rr;f.,elmifigly are c z n c x x d  with the h u m i s t i c  
factor5 2s  wll E the sc imt i f ic  factors of research which involves 
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E. D. K z ~ a n ,  M.D. 
Pr  3s i d a i t  
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