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Dr. E. Co Stokasn on_0LL — V135
Chief of Plunt Pathology COLLEGTION —== o
BOX No. o) Q:\

University of Hinnesota
University Fares
Ste Paul, dimmesota

FOLDER C‘

Dear Dr, Stakuens

. One of the sost important steps to be taken by the Atomie

Fonergy Comxzission 1s the formetion of an idvisory Committee for
Biology end Hedicine to sdvise and recomwend directly to the Comsission
general policles in the field of nedicel and blologlical ressareh and
health, A grent deel of time and thought—-both by the Cosmisaion &nd
zany inforanl advisors--has gone into the selection of the seven ren
of brosd experience, wisdom and judguent, representative of the medical
and biologicul sclences, whon we are asking tc serve on such an idvisory
Comuittes. %e surnestly hope that you will consent to sc¢t &8s a ieaber
of this group. #e have saked Dr, Alen Gregy to serve as Chairman., Fe

~ are asking Drs. D #. Bronk, A. Baird Hastings, Ernest ¥. Goodpasture,
Je Te Wearn, znd Gs ¥, Headle to serve as the other sembers. Drs. Gregg,
Goodpusture, Hastings, snd Bronk, #ho served on the temporary Hediocal
Bosrd of lNeview which wet during the week of June 16 to uske & prelimi-
nery study end report on the Commisslonts policies ani prograsxs in the
field of wedieal rosvarch, have ell aceepted our invitation to serve
on the Advisory Coumittee, You say be familiar with the report of the
wedical Bourd of Review, since the sntire report wame relessed to the
press. The report expresses im clear terms the problems which confromt
the Commission und which sawt be solved if we ere to be successful in
our enterprise. In case you heve nol seen a couplete oopy of the rexrt,
1 sm sncloslng one lor your reviewe I au also enclosing for your general
information & copy of the Atomic Energy fct of 1946 under which the Come
wmigsion oparastos.

You will note from the report that the Bozrd of Revier recom-
mends the formation of an Advisory Coum ttee for Biclogy mnd Kedicine,
the principal functions of shich would be to recomuend dirsctly to the
Conuisslon genersl policies in ithe field o! research snd heclth, The
resort further recomsonds the appointaent of ¢ iedical Director by the
Conzission in congultation with the ldvisory Committes for Blology snd
“edicines In the importunce of this we heartily conour. Even before
cosuning control of the stomic energy project the Comuission recognized
the neod of strong zedical snd bloloslesi resesre. wdvice., I know of
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no phage of the Commigsionts vork in which sound poliey directlion is

rore urgently required or holds wore promise for the pesceful spplications
of atonlc emergy. The Comuission felt, however, ihat before ealling upon
the time and public devotion of the men who would form s persanent Mdvisory
Counities, the Commission ghould first explore esrnfully sxisting nolides
and programs in the field of medlienl and biologiczl research and forwu-
late, at lesst in a preliminary way, the direotion which the Comaisaionts
sotivities In this field should €tke, In order thst you meay betoxe se-
guainted somewhat with the Comuzigeionts thinking In this natter, 1 shail
deseribe briefly in this letter samse of thoe backgroumd leading up to the
apnointaent of « perzanent Advisory Comadid

It was evident very early in the progran of our predecegsor, the
Krnhattan District, that zany novel :nd difficuit probleusz of safety snd
health would be smoountered, These probless srose both frosz the intense
rediations associsted with the fission process snd from the very polisonous
charscter of & mwber of the substences prodused and used in the ;rojoct.
} Modical Advisory group was organized and a ramber of research contrscts
were made with various wmedical achools and umiversities for study of
these problems, and & safety and heelth phyzice group wae atinched to
each major laboratory where work with resctors, weapons, or special ma-
terisls was done, Necessarily, cost of this work was highly classified
and this inevitadly mesnt that the medical group working on this mroject
was get apart froz the rest of thelr colleaguss. A large emount of work
#s8 done and mach was learned sb.ut the iolerance levels sznd cafely pro-
cagdions to be taken in relation to atomic energy studies. #uch addi-
tional information was obtained fro: a study of the effects of radlosetive
naterials as & remilt of the use of the atomic bomd in Japan and at Bikini,
Athough this work wae oarried forward intemsively by a number of very
sble investigators, it is recognized that our knowledge of this emhjact
iz still very limited,

In earrying out the health =nd safety aspects of the Hanhstisn
Pistriet's work, it became increwincly #rparent thut discoverties and
developments im the field of stonic energy would have snoracusly valusble
epplications to fundamental biolng* cal and medlien) researdh and to the
treataent of disesse. ¥wiical and biologicsl work wae begim in a nusber
of research canters throughoutl the country snd hup boen zrestly acceleorw
ated in the past yoar by the distribution of numeraus mdioimtopes from
Ouk Ridge to qualified zpplicenta,

Soon zf{ter the Commission sssumed responsibility for the operation
of the projects previously carried on by the Manhattan District, an Interiw
%odicel idvisory Committee, couposed of men who had esrlier advised the
Yanhettan Distriot, wuas celled together snd ezked to preperc a report de-

seribing the curremt prograss and to muke recoxnendations eoncerning the
prograss which the Comnisszion =ight support during the coming years A
cosprehensive report wes prepared by the Interim iedicsl Advisory Committes
st was digoussed with Dr, Stulford "an'en, the Chairman of the Interim
Goedical &dvisory Coumittee, curly this year.
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The Commission found that it could net eveluate the prograss
reccmnended by the Interim iedical advisory Comaittee uniil it had ex-
plored the proble: of dividing the sreas of regearch in the field of
sedicsl and biologieal sciences vetween those for vhich the Cozpigsion
mist ssgume exclusive responsibllity and the very mmch wider areas of
research in these {ields In shich the Commisslion would naturally be
interested but which should be supported by many groupile The Commission
also felt that it would be degirable in exploring this srobles o ob-
tuin the fresh approsch and sdviee of « grouy not previously aseocisted
with ths projecte ,

The yedicsl Bosrd of Revlew wmdertook this revier, The Com~
sisalon considers their conatructive revort to be an outatanding con~
tribution to the solution of the probles.

In order that the Commiselon can {m>lenent and go forzaxd with
their recoanendations, the next step tust be to tave the Advigory Cou-
alttee for Biology end ledicine becone operztive. We propose that this
Committes be of & stature couparable to our Genersi Advisory Committee
{a nine-ssn Comaitiee provided in the itoulc 'nergy ret of 1946 and
appointed by the President Iros civilian 1ife) snd that it will funciion
in such the same way. The General Advisory Comditeo functions as &
largely independent body and, ip sddition 5 reviewing Commission pro-
grans, uekes pollcy recommendntions on its own Initiative. The organi-
sstion of the Gemeral Advisory Committee into working sab~comitices
end the scheduling of its aseetings are detersined by the Comzittce b &~
gelf. The Comalssion, of course, furnishes pecessery serviees and fa~
oilities, ond reinburses Cosmittee rmembers for axpenses and per diem
cllozence while engaged in Committee worke

e also consider extre.ely urgsnt the sarly appointamnt of &
Director of Biclogy and edieine, opersting on 2 level with the Dircetors
of Research, Productiom, inglneering, end silltery E:plication, whose
poeitions are extablished by the itonic Inergy tet, and hope o conzult
with the idvisory Comittee on thip subjsct at mn early datas

The Couaission——indeed the entire country—villi benefit frowm
your services on the Advisory Committes lor Biology end iedlcinee I
hope that we nay hear favorably frow you st on esrly dates

Sincerely,

Dovid Ee Lilienthal

Chalirean
JrPundh
£Cs 2 for LEL
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