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THE UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER
College of Arts and Science

Rochester, New York

Department of Physiocs May 1, 1846

¥ajor General L. R.Groves
Fe 0,Box 2610
Washington 26, De C.

Dear General Groves:

The Interim advisory Committee on Isotope Distribution Polley, ap-
pointed by the Manhattan District, eppreciates the canfidence you have placed
in it and 1& cognizant of the great responsibility that it hes assumed ir aid-
ing the District to establish & scientifically desirable national distribution
of declassified isotopes. The Com: ttee, having met with representatives of
the District at your invitation on April 20, has arrived at some preliminary
understandings, agreements, end recommendations.

Understandings.,

It is the understanding of the Committee that: (1) final respons-
ibility for the production, esveilebility, and distribution of isotopes neces-
sarily rests with the administrative agency, the Wenhatten District; (2) the
District desires to follow policies advised by the Comnittee on the distri-
bution and allocation of isotopes for non-project researches, wherein no
direct interests of the District are involved, and, in following such policies,
to te supported by the Committee; (3) recomuendations tc the District will be
woelcomed from the Committese on other metters concerning declassified isotopes
than on distribution policy, but that for the present these are not to be con-
sidered the prime function of the Committee; (4) distribution to requestors
within the armed services or to requestors outside the United states is not to
be & present concern of the Committee; (5) the District wishes the Committee
to serve for the interim period unitll establishment of the future administrator
of the Project, doesmt wish to esteblish long tern policies or meske ocom-
mittmen ts which would unduly prejudice the policies or affairs of the future
governing agency of the FProject.

Agroemanfa.

The Committee agrees: (1) to serve as an interim advisory body with
the above understandings concerning the relative responsibilities and comultt-
ments of the District and the Comzittee; (2) to aid the District with all
possible dispateh and coopsration to arrange for a workable procedure and
suitable policies to effect a sclentifically and nationally desireble distri-
bution of declas;ified isotopes; (3) to support the District on isotope dis-
tribution effected according to recommendations or policies advised by the
Commi ttee.

REPOSITORY P&\Mtsyz O AR

- A\NOA
oo REEELE NG

N cokepeS —

2001110 : ROXND.
FOLBER



Major Genersl L. R. Groves - 2 May 1, 1946

Recommendations,

On the basis of the initial mevting, it is recomnended by the Commit-
tes that:

1. Regerding Availebility ~ The Menhattan District:

a. Prooeed as promptly as possible to secure the necessary
authori zation, funds, facilities, and personnsl to undertake s
major program of production and distribution of radioactive and
stable isotopes for use in research in pure and applied science,
including medical scienoce.

b. Proceed at once with the distribution of those few
isotopes, even in limited quapntities, ms are now Oi\ hand or read-
ily made available, such as CM, Po R 355, and 1384,

¢. Prepare for the Committee a list giving quantities and
qualities of isotopes that will be available upon initiation
of dstribution, and further a more complete list of all de-
classified isotopes, giving epproximate quentities end qualities,
that may later be available from the District faicilities.

2. Regarding Cherges. - The Manhattan District,

a. Prepare in conjunction with the s bove lists a table
of prices under which it is proposed tc initimte non-project
distributicn. '

b. Make a reasoneble charge for all isotopes which is
not greater than Yout-of-pocket™ costs to the District result-
ing from the additianal production incurred by the non-project
distribution.

¢. Determine prices on the basis of anticipated perfected
routine production processes and if necessary balance costs
betwsen some of the more expensive and some of the less expen-
sive isotopes, so that research-program quantities of eny im-
portant isotope will not be prohibitively expensive to the
average scientific institutions.

d. Asqess & flat minimum charge of up to $50 for each
isotope semple supplied, this chargs to cover those costs
invurred in administretive handling of requests, packaging
of isotopes, and radiation hagard moritoring of shipmente,
etc,
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ajor General L. R. Groves - 3 May 1, 1948

8. Regarding _OLEniution for Allocation and Distribution,.

&. All request should be initially received by the appro-
priates office of the Manhattan District, where a technical review
should be initiated on each request in regard to all techniocal
questions arisi.g between the supplier and the requestor,

b. Each request would then be referred to an "Advisory
Allocation and Distribution Board" nominated by the Committee
and appointed by the District, said Board having the responsi-
bility of edvising on the allocation and distribution of
isotopes according to the socientific value of the intended
application and the qualifications of the requeastor, and said
board to operate under the supervision of the Poliocy Committee,
and in conformity with its policlies.

¢. Each request for material for application in & human
being would have to be referred by the Advisory Allocation and
distribution Board to a "Medical Review Board" similarly
nominated and appointed which wo:1d hauve final veto power on
any distribution suggested for human application.

d. Small (3 toFO members) "Panels of Consulteants" in s
number of spscialized fields of possible applications of
isotopes should be nominated by the Folicy Comuittee and
appointed by the District to serve as consultants without
feo for the purpose of affording advice as deemed neosssary
on scientific matters comected with requests.

€., Manhattan Prcject members should not be excluded from
membership in eny of these groups and in many cases their
menbership would be greatly desired by the Committee. Project
members so shosen by the Committee will be supported in their
actions for the committee tc the same extent as non-projeoct
members,

f. EBffective liaison should be established between the Man-~
hattan District technical office (or board) which handles non-
project isotope requests and the associated advisory groups whose
functions are set forth above. In particular, the Policy Com-
mittee should be kept informed regularly of the distribution
being effected under its advised policies.
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4. Regarding Principles of Allocation.

ea. Isotopes should be made available to individuals omly
through quelified institutions, the administration of the
institution essuming the necvssary financlal and legal arrange-
ments but the material being allotted specifically to the
roquastoro

b. Secondary distribution of isotopes should not be permitted
unless indiocated and authorized under the original request, or
subsequently in writing through the & ccepted chamels for re-

quests.

¢. Initial priorities should be established in the following

order:

1. Publishable research in the fundemental sciences,
including human applicationsa, but requiring small semples.

2. Therapeutic applications in humans or publishable
researchss in the fundamental sciences, but requiring
larger seamples.

3. Educational and training purposes.

4. Publighable researches in the spplied sciences.
6. All others.

d. The Committee not be glven responsibility for advice on
the allocation of isotopes for strictly commercial purposes, such
as non-publishable or commercially-profitable applications in
cormercliel organizations. The Comuittee wishes to restrict its
concern to publishable researches snd sducationsl training in
fundemental end applied sciences.

5. Regerding Information.

a. Certain information should immediately be furnished non-
Project scientists to accompany & proper program for isotope
distribution; namely information on™the;

_}_. Properties of deoclassified isotopes necessary for
their proper use and measursmont.

2. Toxicity of each radioisotope relessed for distri-
bution.

8. Stendards and instrumentation for proper radicactivity
measurement.
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4. Types of declassified problems investigated by the
heal th and biological groups.

b. Announcement of the release of declassified isotopes should
be made initially in widely-circulated scientific journals, Soience
being a good exsmple, prior to the start of actual distribution,
thus affording an equal opportunity for all requestors. The
announcemsnt should contain stetements on availability, prices,
mechanism for requesting, organizaticn for handling allocaticn
and distribution, and principal policies gove‘ix’ing distribution.
Publication of the announc ement can be timed to suit the Dis-
tiret's program, but June first would be an excellent goal.

It 1s realized by the Committee that arrangements oannot be set up
immediately to govern all the details that amy arise after the start of the
program, but it ia deo*“ extremely important to initiate the desired dis-
tribution on en immediatsly workable basies and to proceed tc establish further
regulations ag the nesd arises.

' Your efforts in furthering this tremendously important program will
be greatly appreciated by the Committee and by sll the interested scientific
groups of the nation.

For the Committee:

Vory truly yours,

/s/ L. A. Du Bridge
Chairman.
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