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February 28, 1947

President Robert G. Sproul
University of Califorais
Berkeley 4, California

Dear President Sproul:

This refers to your lettsr of January 27, 1847, ooncerning the
work of the Donner Laberatory.

Your quotation from the "preliminary report”™ ef the committee
appointed to study administrative organiszation of Medioal
Fhysios is entirely correst. However, it cannct be taken out
of its context. It was the intent of that committes, &s stated
in their repert, that the adminjstrative organization should be
such that the group working Mediosl Physios would be responsible
through the Medioal 8ochocol for all mstiters pertaining to human
application of physical developments.

The subdivision of Medical Physios was set up without any defini-
tion from you as to where the field traditionally assigned to the
Mediocal School and that assigned $o Physics should meet. Nelther
1 nor anyone else in the Msdical Sohool has besn informed as %o
what oontrol we have over members of the staff of the subdivision
of Mediocal Physios. BEven though they have appointments in the
Medioal School, ocan they take action regarding matters involving
human application without consulting the head ef their ewmn
Kediocal Schocl division or myself - doing so on the basis ef their
Medical Fhysios appointments?

The intent of the ocommittes i{s clear from their report, namely
that all human work must be umder contrel ef the Medioal Scheol.
They sllowed for two kinds of studies deing done in Berkeley en
humans, these liks neutron therapy where the patient and apparatus
had to come together, and ocertain traocer studies that might have
to be inisiated in Berkeley and then shifted to Ban Franoisce

"as soon as possible”. The idea behind the latter group was that
techniques and apparatus might have to de worked out with the
physioists.

Might I point out that Dr. John Lawrenoce in his "note to be
attached to preliminary report of committes etc.,", steted that
“the small clinic in Berkeley ocould be considered as o Medical
Physics branch of the out-patient department of the Hospital etc.".
He has never approached Dr. W. E, Carter, the Director of our
Outpatisnt Department, for authority to operate or as to coordinat-
ing records in any way whatever,
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The treatment climic with redie-phosphorus is still being earried

on in Berkeley, even though this could very well have been trans-
ferred years ago.

The problem is one of lack of slarity of responsidility. I have
never been informed as to what control I have over medical sctivities
of the members of the Nedioal Physiocs subdivision, and they ap-
parently fesl that they oan go their own way without oconsulting
their immediate superiors in the Medioal School or myself.
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May I point out that to develop faoilities in Berkeley for -

handling patients, would oconstitute essentially

s "third" medical

center, & very expsnasive procedure. The separstion of such work
is a loss to the Medioal School, and the absence of the Medioal

Bchool is ® loss to it., To practice medicine of e true wniversity

grade, something the univeraity ocan be proud of, requires ths
ocoperation of a large group of specialists, and the supervisim

of department heads who have reached the age of

Judgment. This is

2ll lacking in the small “olinio" such as that conducted ia the
Croocker Laboratory, and will be lacking in any expansion or widen-
ing of aotivities. Thus, we lose the stimulation of their activities

and the use of expsnsive equipment, and they loae the contacts with

the various specislists here and the more mature judgment of tshe

department heads.

The present review of the situatien is ocoossioned, as you ny ¥now,

oation to be carried on in Berkeley, and

*
Vv

by the plans whioh Docktor John Lawrence developed for hunax 11-
xhiah _were mnﬁé‘é S
before anyone in the Medioal fighool was informed, In our re
» 1t was our seber o8 tha

mendasion

such work should

ebvieusly have the protesticn and fasilities of the University of
Califernia Hospital, to whish purpese the hospital ia dedicated.

It would ssem to me most ssriously open to Question if metabolic or

hematologioal studies om human beings should require facilities in
Berkeley. 1 believe sueh plass are unsound and potentially dangercus,
unless the University is prepared toc meet the duplication and high
cost of a hospital for purely experimentation similar tc the Rockefeller
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Hogpital. Even then, at a time when we are attempting to unify
the Kediocal School, it seems imadvigable to set up a new unit
that should obviously be part of the Mediocal 8chool.

Would you, therefore, olarify my position in this matter? Would
you like to reactivate the former committee to study the situstion,
or will you act on the report of the 1944 committee (that was never
put in as a final, formal report)? The supply of radio-active
materials now coming from Oak Ridge and the need for clese physical
connection with the Radiatien Laboratory having diminishsd, I wonder
whether the University would not profit more by expansiom of the
Donner Laboretory type of resesrch on the San Francisco sampus in
sloser collaboration with the Medical School?

‘8i{ncerely yours,

8/6 Prancis Scott Smyth, M.D.
Franois Soott Smyth, X.D.
Dean
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