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February 27, 1953

DR. JOHN H. LAWRENCE

Dear Dr. lLawrence:

I would like to acquaint you with a rather peculilar situation
that has developed. In your letter to Mr, Weaver of February 17,
1953, in which you suggested that it might be possible for the
University to consider using various funds for lping to construct
the Metabolic Unit, one fund in particular was ntioned which was
the University Support Fund for the Medical Phyplcs Courses or
University support. At that time I purposely h? the figure $2500
inserted, although I knew at the time there was balance of a few
dollars in excess of $3,000. The reason/Zor this.was that I knew
of an outstanding lien of approximately $400 tha d to still
clear the books, and therefore I purpesely used the figure $2500.
When Mr. Weaver received your lettggffhc mmediately went to the
Controller's Office; they looked at the
of $3013.43, because the lien had

ledger and saw the balance
ared from the Purchasing
€ither with the Purchas-
ere, Mr. Weaver ordered
that the entire amount of money, n $3013,.43, be frozen for
use in the Metabolice Uni;/c’ﬁltnpct Q The minutes of the meet-
ing for the Regents were there wriften up with that sum showing
as being available. .~/

!

Three days ago I was called ﬁ the Purchasing Department noti-
fying me that they had a“lien of $400, which I mentioned above,
and we had no funds.,- As I thought this rather strange, I checked
back with the Contrdller's Office who in turn said the entire
amount of $3013.43 had been frozen and therefore we did not have
this money to pay for thé lien. I asked on whose authority this
had been done and what the basis of this conclusion had been, I
was referred o Mr. Prank Wick,who works with Mr, Roscce Weaver,who
proceeded to §§}1\9§ @ story. Mr. Wick apologized and admitted
rather quickly that-he certainly should have checked further and
certainly should have checked with us, and that when we specified
$2500 he guessed we did not actually mean $3000. To make a long
story short, Mr, Weaver will be approached when he returns to
town by George Stevens in Mr. Lundberg's office, who will go into
this matter, and I believe Mr. Weaver will be asked to release the
$400 so that this lien can be taken care of.

Everyone has agreed that 1t certainly is not our fault that

the situation exists and that it was rather a bad conclusion for
Mr. Wick to come to without doing any further checking.
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Actually I checked with Mr, Reynolds, and I am reasonably sure
he can cover this additional amount, namely the $400, and take care
of 1t, However, I wanted to have your recommendation as to whether
or not we should try to relieve them of this admittedly awkward
position and cover in a different way, As I see 1t, this 1is merely
a declsion of what your wishes would be in handling this matter.

We clearly have Mr, Weaver and Mr. Wick, I would esay, across the
barrel.

Would you kindly advise me,

8incerely, (i

R. A. San §oun1_~jg
) SN
RAS:ch >
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February 27, 1953

DR. JOHN H. LAWRENCE

Dear Dr. Lawrence:

I would like to acqualnt you with a rather peculiar situation
that has developed. In your letter %o iir. Weaver of February 17,
1953, 1in which you suggested thal 1t migat o9 possiole for tne
University to conslider using various funds for helping to construct
the iMetabolic Unit, one fund in particular was fientioned which was
the Univaerslty Support Fund for the Medlcal Paysiica Coursass or
University support. At that tlme I purposely i the figure $2500
inserted, although I Xnew at the time there balance of a few
dollars 1n excass of $3,000. The reaso was that I knew
of an outstanding lien of approximately ad to stlll

When M”. Weaier recel ved your lett
Conz roller 8 O0ffice; they looked & .
of $3013.43, because the lien had fiot cledred rrom the Purchasing
Department, 8o without further c:ecki &ither with the Purchag-
ing Departmen: or specifically Aere, Mr., veaver ordered
thﬂ* the entire emount of mocney, ha $3013, 43, be frozen for
use in the Metabolic Unit ruc The minutes of the meet-
ing for tne Regents wer T e ten up witin that 2um showing
as being avatlable. Jg/}h’“!fq\

Tnree days ago [ was called LK thhe Purcnasing Department noti-
fying me thatl they had & Aien of /4400, which I mentionad above,

ané we nhad no fun A8 I_thonght this rather strange, I checked
back with the Contreller's-Offife who in turn sald the entire
amount of p%Ols 43 had been frozen and therefore we did not have
thie money to. pay for tHe lisn. I aeked on whose authority this
had been donk and what the basis of this conclusion had been. I

wag referred.to Mr. Pr Wick,who works with Mr. Roscoe Weaver, who
proceeded to 1 me story. Mr. Wick apologized and admitted
rather quickly b certainly should have checked further and

certainly should have checked with us, and that when we specified
$2500 he guessed we did not actually mean $300G, To make & long
story short, Mr. Weaver will be approached when he returns to
town by George Stevens in Mr, Lundberg's office, who will go into
this matter, and I believe Mr. Weaver will be asked to release the
$400 so that this lien can be taken care of,

Everyonie has agreed that it certainly is not our fault that

the situation exists and that it was rather a bad conclusion for
Mr, Wick to come to without doing any further checking.
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DR. JOHN H. LAWRENCE _ Page 2

February 27, 1953

Actually I checked with Mr. Reynolds, and I am reasonably sure
he can cover this additional amount, namely the $400, and take care
‘of 1t., However, I wanted to have your recommendation as to whether
or not we should try to relieve them of this admittedly awkward
position and cover in a different way. As I see {t, this 1is merely
a8 decision of what your wishes would be in handling this matter.
-We clearly have Mr, Weaver and Mr. Wick, I would say, across the

barrel.
Would you kindly advise me.

Sincerely,

RAS:ch /Cj;;:::i\
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