
. '  - 
. '  

CANCER RESEARCH AND TREATMENT CENTER 
THE UNIVEKSITY OF NEW MEXICO A ALBUQUERQUE. NE\V MEXICO 87131 

SO0 CAMINO DE SALUD NE TELEPHOSE 505 277-2151 

Momtos M. KUCERMAN. M.D.. Dimtor 

January 24, 1978 

Hr. Jack S t i h l  
c /o  200 Lomas, N.W. 
Suite 200 
Albuquerque, N w  Hcxico 87102 

Dear Mr. Stahl: 

Attached is the etatement which Dr. Kligerman wrote for you before 
leaving for California. 
Please let us how If you need anything more. 

I hope i t  is suitable for your requirements. 

Again, thank you for your assistance. We were delighted you and 
k8. Stahl could vi8Ft us last week. 

Sincerely, 

c \. 
c . 

#++- tcrphany Wiloon 
Associate Adathistrator for 

Research and Com~lunicatlone 

GU:vdj 
at  tachmen t 
cc: L. Salatar, Office of Rep. Manuel Lujan 

\ . .. / Or. H.H. Agnew . . _  
Dr. H.M. Kllgeraran 
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What are the  results of pion treatment so f a r ?  F i r s t ,  i t  is much too e a r l y  

by 3-5 years ,  f o r  a f i n a l  statement. 

tha t  there  is increased l o c a l  control  a t  the end of one year.  

However, a major landmark w i l l  be evidence 

To cure a pat ien t  

of cancer r equ i r e s  t h a t  the disease is cured  i n  the place where i t  began; t h a t  is, 

l o c a l  cont ro l .  I n  addi t ion ,  the disease must not have spread t o  other p a r t s  of 

the body; t h a t  is, the re  are no metastases. 

Our tests are restricted t o  pa t i en t s  with advanced disease.  In  such a 

group of p a t i e n t s .  t he  chances for metastasis  (spread away from the place where 

- the tumor began) are r e l a t i v e l y  higher.  This would be the cause of a l a rge  number 

of the  p a t i e n t s  f a i l i n g  t o  l i v e  f i v e  years.  However, approximately 60,000 people 

a year d i e  of cancer I n  the United S ta t e s  because the disease i s  not control led 

loca l ly .  Thio io because s u f f i c i e n t  treatment (surgery,  rad ia t ion ,  or drugs) 

cannot be given at the site of o r ig in  without compromising the  recovery of normal 

I surrounding t i s s u e .  If the  disease remains cured l o c a l l y  f o r  one year ,  there  is 
I 

8 very good t o  exce l l en t  chance tha t  i t  w i l l  not  recur  loca l ly .  A t  the  present 

time we have 27 p a t i e n t s  a l i v e ,  who were t rea ted  as recent ly  as two months ago 

and 8s long as 19 months ago. 

w i l l  be t r e a t i n g  another  60-70 pa t i en t s  t h i s  year. 

months from now we w i l l  begin t o  ge t  an Indica t ion  of r e s u l t s .  

The majority were treated 6 t o  7 months ago. We 
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Therefore, about 12 to  18 
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What can we say now? W e  can be en thus i a s t i c  t o  continue the project .  Though 

ve a r e  still  working on r e f in ing  normal t i s s u e  tolerance,  w e  be l ieve  we are within 
C 

5 t o  10 percent  of themaximum dose f o r  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of the body. Using these 

doses, a l l  of our professional  observers a re  convinced t h a t  for r e l a t i v e l y  rapid 
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disappearance of the  tumors, there  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  less reac t ion  of the normal 

t i s sues .  .As an  example, pa t i en t s  being t rea ted  i n  the  pe lv ic  region f o r  such 

th ings  as cancer of the  rectum, bladder or p ros t a t e  do not have i r r i t a t i o n  of 

the rectum leading  t o  diarrhea.  The rectum'is the t issue most s ens i t i ve  t o  ordinary 

rad ia t ion .  Almost a l l  p a t i e n t s  get  diarrhea when ordinary rad ia t ions  are used. 
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' Greater effect on tumor VP. leeser effect on noma1 tissue is cal led a "ther8peutic 

A therapeutic gain for pions becomes more evident a s  we continue treatment. gain." 

If this therapeutic gain pers i s t s  and no unexpected, untoward changes occur after 

12-24 months, we will be able t o  say that pions are a success. 
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