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I respond to  your l e t t e r  of March 6 ,  1982. You are doing f o r  your f a t h e r  
p r e c i s e l y  *hat I d i d  f o r  m 25 y e a r s  ago. I n  f a c t ,  it was a r e s u l t  of study- 
ing oncolo for six months t o  a s s u r e  myself that everything poss ib le  w a s  being 

t h a t  I became aware of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  for pion therapy. - ed t o  b u i l d  a meson f a c t o r y  a t  Los Alamos, I made sure  that i t  
done f o r  
vhen it was 
would provide t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s  of nega t ive  pions.  These have 
been underway f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w i t h  what, from t h e  s tandpoin t  of a p h y s i c i s t ,  
appear  t o  be encouraging r e s u l t s .  We have i n  f a c t  t r e a t e d  a number of gliomas. 
Hovever, j u s t  now i t  appears  t h a t  t h e  N C I  may p r e f e r  t o  d iscont inue  t h e s e  
c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s .  I and o t h e r s  a r e  t r y i n g  hard t o  persuade them otherwise,  and 
w e  may be s u c c e s s f u l ;  b u t ,  i n  any case ,  I doubt t h a t  t r e a t n e n t s  can resume be- 
f o r e  next  year .  Even i f  they could resume e a r l i e r ,  they probably would not  be 
u s e f u l  i n  your f a t h e r ' s  case s i n c e  he w i l l  presumably have had a l l  t h e  r a d i a t i o n  
he can t o l e r a t a .  

Later 

I am very s o r r y ,  indeed, t h a t  I cannot be more h e l p f u l  or more hopeful.  
There is much t o  be s a i d  f o r  t h e  opt ion  your f a t h e r  chose. 
t h e  procedures  be ing  used w i l l ,  a t  t h e  very  l e a s t ,  avoid severe  discomfort .  

I very much hope t h a t  

P l e a s e  accept  my b e s t  wishes f o r  your f a t h e r  and f o r  success i n  your s tud ies .  

S lncere ly ,  * 
Louis Rosen 
Direc tor  of W F  
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