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;ﬁ Confirming our conversestion last week, 1 woulc like to propose

thet conscientious obgectors or other volunteer numan subjects be
sought through your channels for use in an equrimental study of the
rate of elimination of ingested radium.

LS you ¥xnow the literature is entirely inadequzte on this sub-
ject, and the deta woulc be very useful to all tnose sgencies and
manufacturers wnose employees are exposed to tne passibility of radium
ingestion or innaletlion.
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It is suggested tnat zbout ten subjects migat be required for
the entire experiment, but I suowld prefer to tegin with only one or
zt tile most two subjects. Ezcn would receive by mouth a single '
sm=11 dose of rzdium lurninous compound. Tne dose would probebly be
one microgram in the iritiel rilot experiment, teczuse we can be
absolutely sure thet tiae subject will excrete more trnan 90 per cent
of tnis meteriel, and will be left witn & perfectly harmless amount
of redium in =is system. - ‘
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The fecal and urirzr, excreticn of radiuc sxzould be followed
veriod of several aonins, aad nundrous ktreeti radon zni body
ray studies would bte mecde. Lepending on tlhe [indings in tne
one Sr two irdividuals we micht went t» centinue the observe-
for only & few wontns, or »0ssibly &s iong &:s z yeer.
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cuksecuent experiments would be lzid out on & besis of the
findings in tne pilotl experiments.
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The me jor laboratory obstacle in tnis progrem is the digestion
of the excreta. I nzve discussed with Dr. Josepn C. iub tne possi-
"bility taat this wight be done by diss Tibbetts of nis laboratory,
since she is the only tecnnicien ve know of wno is thoroughly ec-
quainted witn this type of work. Lr. Aub has said that they are so
snort handed tiat Miss Tibtetts could probebly not do this work tut
that tney do nhave lecboratory space and iiss Tibbetts would be glad
to train and oversee a tecnnicien provided funds were availstle to
pay the tecnnician's salzry. 1 am sufficiently interested in this
experizent to be willing to meet &ll the expenses involved both
nere and at tne hospital if it is necessary for us to do so. If
sisometi:ing like §1000 or §2000 of federal funds coulc be mede avail-
c|able to take care of the investigation thet would be most welcome,
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but I would prefer to nuve tne fegsibility of the investigation de-
cided purely on scientific grounds, with financizl metters considered
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| Lt. Joe %. Hollend -&- October £8, 1344
I nzve spoken about tne desirability of tnis project by

| telernone vitn Bill bele, znd I nope tout totn of you will find
&n opportunity to discuss it witn c&eff varren.

Corcicelly you ::

Robley D zvans

Vitn sZindest personal regeards
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