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The following facts have been prepared to sun:ariZc the information o
_relevant to the lawauit being ‘prepared againat the Federal Governmen'
(DO:: Department . of . the Army, and NASA) on behalf of the family of -
“décedent who received medical treatment for acute
lymphatic leukemia at the Medical Division of . ORAU in’ July 1964, The‘
. lawsult alleges that the proceduree used were inappropriate ‘for the_
" treatnent of leuLemia, that effective’ chemotherapy was withheld,
:-and that the claimants ‘were denied information regarding alternative

- Congressional oversight hearings on. this natter beforc the Subcommittee on ;{1-

Invcati"ations and Overaight -of - the” Houee Coumittee on Science and Technology

In 1957 under the AEC the Hedical Division of ORAU began & cancer
treatoent - progran designed to inmprove radiation therapiea ‘and to asseseﬁ
the health effects of total body irradtation. . In 1964, NASA also began
providing additionel funds to obtain information on the onset of acute” ’
radiation sickness. From 1957 to 1974" nearly 200 patients. including .
, were treatcd at this facility._fb i L e

PR . . Tnlwel e >

The hearings investigated the allegations that facilities were substandard “:

that treatments were of little therapeutic value and inferior to. other;.fl.
"available techniques, that fully informed consent was not given, and‘ .

l finally, that the attempt to gain data for the apacc progrnm ‘took’ precedence_ﬁ

over proper medical considerations.

lhe Total Body Irradiation Stndv at ORAU was initiated with two principal

objectives —- the first was to seek information that oight lead to improved
radiation therapy for: 1eukemias and lydphomas and the second to acquire'gn
radiobiolo&ic information.; . EANET . s o

M;n All patients with these diseases admitted‘to the Hedical Division hospital

during this period were considered for this therapeutic program. The -[ .-
diagnoses verc establisghed by clinical history, physical examination, and "
*'microscopic study of surgicnl ‘biopsies, bone marrow, and peripheral blood.
sarples. - The urbency for treatment was assessed, and those patients whose
condition reqnired gome other kind of therapy, oT no therapy at all, ‘were -
‘omitted. - If the clinical status was changing rapidly and 1t was anticipated "
that other additional treatment’ might be needed during the pOQtirradiation e
obqervation period, these patients were also excluded. If no clearly ¥
superior therapy wag available for a particular ﬁg@égﬁﬁnqnd the total- hod'
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2
radiation treatment was regarded as an acceptable way of nanagemcnt the ' e
patient was offered this form of treatment, following an explanation of concuRRer
the research protocol. . Informed consent was obtained in accordance with gﬁ:;f’
ethical practice te protect the ribhts of the indlvidual as a research R
subgect. - : . B L . T Lo IN yg
Under an interagency asreement betwcen NASA and AEC task 9 vas begun in
1964 to identify and compile information on effects observed in humans '
<. . . exposed to largc doscs of ilonizing radiation either accidentally or in ~
, 7% . the course of therapy for discase, and to organize and interpret this
e .informaciou to. cupport NASA's responsibilities for planning and conducting T
© . - - manned space flights. Testimouny at the hearings established that NASA'
7™ . d{nterest in this prospective study was solely in acquiring accurate -
L radiation dose-response data on a non-interfercnce basis from the AEC/ORINS
T clinical study of the effectiveness of low-level total body radiation ELY
1~ 7 - treating persons with certain types of ncoplastic diseases (lymphoma,:
; “*leukemia). No evidence was found that RASA had any role in the seléction
: v~ - of patients, selection of therapeutic modality, referral of patients, or |
R - ?.any other espect of the clindcal study.  NASA was interested only in o0
hL.l"acquiring data from adult human radiation exposure."izi R SEpL R
:’f LT . in the course of hia treatment at ‘the Medical Dlvision of ' -.&HH;;
' ORAU, was treated with several experimental procedures including oot . o
drradiation of extracted bone marrow, subsequent injection into his mother ' °”F
T and reinjection of her serum into him, as well as an experimental total S
~7 - . .  body irradiation in the Medium Ex“osure Total Body Irradiator. He wes ‘- RTG, STt
' B then transferred to a second. facility —— the Low Exposure Total Body RO
Tvradiator —— for intensive monitoring of his acute reactions to the | = [N
total body irradiation. . One witness, Dr. Peter Wiernik of the Baltimore”™ = |.....
Cancer Research Center, told Gore thac the treatment status for leukenia pate
S at the time was such that any new trcatgent could be tried. He had o, .
. -95% 77 problem with the treatment, “it was a good idea that didn't work., T RTG. Sviae
.-~ . Besides the scientific and medical experts testifying on the ‘medical - _fil‘ EE FOVETNN
*‘e‘é‘,‘need and acceptability of the treatments given, family mewbers of other . 'Mv“ys
. patients testified that thie facility offered their one last hope for ‘-; Py
S _saving a relative and also substentiatcd the quality of good care proyided.*.. )
. Lo A SRR —
'f'After the hearing, in responsc to questions of reportcrs, Albert Gorc, Jr.:i}‘ e
B - 7 “stated that he thought that the tes:inouy essentially refuted the chargea . " |
§ - ... . :(The Osk Ridger, September 24, 1981). There has been nothing subsequent Lo
‘ "to these hearings to alter the situation. This current lawsuit is: based SO oare
on eHe sane information thoroughly and adequately covered in ‘the hearings. N
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