
7 12906 0 8 2  

._ 

w 
0 
0 

cp' 
I t  
I .  

e a  B! 

k! 
3 9  LaGrona I Hanager 1 - 
Oak Rtdgr Operatfons Offfce 

Oak Ridge, TN 
FTS 626-4444 

FOLDER /%m 



October 3 ,  1984 
;tv 

fjonorablc Marylin Llo d 

Room 2334 
Washington, D.C. 20S15 

Rayburn Rouse Off ice i u f l d i n g  

Dear Representative Lloyd: 

A s  union Off icers  rapresent ins  irorkers a t  the Department Qf 
Energy'8 Oak-Ridge, Tenncasee Y - 1 2  r,sd X - l f :  facilities, the Rocky 
Flat6 Plant in GolUcn, Coloradc, t h e  Natlanal Lead Uranium 
f a c f l i t y  tn Ptrnald ,  Ohia and tbc P i A e t o r , ,  Ohio uranium 
etrrichlnent 
co-sponsors R . R .  5971, T h i s  leq s fz t ion ,  ntraduced by 

l +  effects 

Rap. Tim 'tfansfmr t o  t h d  SecBcttrc 
hman Servlces the authority o f  t h e  Secretary o 
conduct epidcrnfolo~ical atudieF - f  p L  
for other purpesom," 

The DOE'6 control over worke~ h e a l t h  5 ~ u d l e S  is distorting 
i r ip r tant  scientific research ar\d eroding the confidence of  DOE 
contract workers and the  genera: p . c  in the  federsl nuclcsr 
program. Wc a r e  appalled a t  eft-zr t:y "9?E and i t s  contractore 
t o  misrepresent scientific fizc'lrigs -f' wurSing pcbple who 
unknowingly bear the  d a i l y  risks of exposure t o  ionizing 
radiation and other substnncus* 
DOE and i t s  contcactors that  tfjcxe are no m 8 j O Z  heal th  pcoblcm 
i n  the PCE work force, evidence t o  t h e  contrary  has been 
accumulating since 1974 .  This behavior c l e a r l y  results from 
having t h e  employer direct  research w h i c h  u l t imate ly  a f f ec t s  
h e a l t h  and safety btandarda and rol;'-ed compensation. 
bepar tmcnt research a h 0  affects  t h *  general public since t h e i r  
s tudies  a m  used to determine c: ztliation exposure standards for 
corrmxcial naclcar power and mt d i c a l  applications, 

we are writing t o  UI c your 8u port and f P ?: 

Wh:.Le we a t e  being tea88UrOd by 

Energy 

The DOE and its' predecessor, t k  Atomic Energy Conmission 
( A E C ) ,  have  bean studying the potential long-term e f f e c t 8  of 
exposure t o  radiation and other substances on N E  contract .r 

workers since 1 9 6 4 ,  when the original contract w a s  given t o  DE. 
Tkomas Mancuso o f  t h e  UnlveFsiry of Pittsburgh. 
severed M Z I I C L S O ' S  funds after ne acd h i s  colleagues re 
the t iaks o f  r a d i s t  ion-induced cimc.zr among Some 30,00rnorkere 

In 1977, the DOE 
t t e d  that 

1 

a t  DOE'S Hanford, Washington EacALity may be 1 0  t o  30 times 7 
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greater than  current occupational e, Isare standards a68ume. The 
decislotl  t o  f i r e  Mancuso was made in 1974,  after he  t e f u s d  t o  
denounce an earl  stud by Ute w a s h i n ~ t o n  Sta te  llealth 

worker 8 .  
Depnrtmantr whic K i  foun txce96 cancer deaths among Ranford 

Mancuso's tre6earCh was g1Y"En t o  dat t t l l e  Northwest 
Laboratory ( B W )  t Oak-Ridge Asfioclatcd U n i v t r s i t i e a  (ORAO) and 

by t h e  Itouse COmnmecCe Committee on Iealfh and the Environment 
revealed that  Mancuso'6 atudy itas turned over t o  rasearchers who 
had no substantial experience in occupational cancer 
epidemiology. The ORAU, BNL and t A N t  contracts were also  issued 
without peer rerfew and wlthoct p e r q u i s i t e  etudy d e s i g n s  -= " 

Dcpattment c c  Health and Hurrrsr. Services ,  
contract officer who he: ed orchesttatt HanCum's f i r i n g  left h i s  

tos Alamos Natibnal Laboratory. A 1978  investigation conducted L 

etandard requirements for Easearch contracts issued b the  ; 
Moreovet, t t e DOE 

j o b  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  Banfot s 8tudy for B N L ,  

and Tim bee Carter found t h a t  the DOE'S j u s t  P fications for f 9 ring In the  course of the investigaticn, Con ressmen Paul Ro ers 

Maneus0 wcte 'not 8UpPOfted' and t h a t  the decision to t r r n s f e t  
M ~ ~ ~ C U S O ~ S  research to *in-hc5usea grout?; was high1 qusotioaabZe 
a t  btot,. They concluded t h a t  the t rhd l l~  process re $ l ected  
g 8 ~ r i o ~ 8  mi6rmnagcracnt and i8 ?t t;lL*_ILI 

POEQ a parent lack s c i e n t 3 c  exaectfse  and objectivity 
hasn't been f e l p e d  by enthusiastic claims by some of t h e i r  
researchers t h a t  there no arsocf - ' - tm  between radiation and 
disease, In a ueationaire t o  2 2 4  * 3 t x r  plutonium workers, LANL 
cesearche; Dr. 8eorge Voelz  e t d t e d ,  'altboogb we do not expect t o  
find any evidence of any sort  due tc  plutonhm ertpaaure, we are 
cnrious t o  prove t h i s  i s  so.....pleam help us p r o w  t h a t  
txyosures to low-levels  Of plutonium axe not bafmful,a 

:pestionable legality. 

1 

.( 

I n  t h e  past few y e a m  004: cOn+cactors have  a l s o  p u b l i c a l l y  
misregresentod exceptional canzer f i ~ d i ~ y s  a t  t h e  ~ o c k y  F l a t s  
f a c i f i t  neat Denver, Colorado and t i le Savannah River P l a n t ,  neat 
Aiken, iouth Carolina. An indepecde:.t panel convened by Colorado 
Govctnoc Ric!rard Lam cOncludcC ir. t 3 e  spring of t h i s  y e s t  t h a t  
the Rocky F1at.s Study was released i r r  a way which 'eu g c a t d  that  
working a t  Rock Plat8 Cas 8 particularly bealtby act 1 r i t y m  when, 
in fact  the stu 5 y had found a si3rificant eXCe8S of bcain tumor 
deaths when compared t o  the (3er.eraf public;. Similar conclusions 
wece reached by a panel of hea l th  e+xtrb convened by the DOE r t  
the request of ths atate8 Of South Cl%olina and Georgia re la t ive  
to the Savannah Rivez Plant  ( S W ,  'C, was the unanimous view of  
this Committee t h a t  e f forts  by the  rlLPont Coil ( the  operator of 
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the SRP) , t o  erase f indings  d i s c c w  e6 In 1 9 7 6  of e x c a m  lung 
cancer8 and leukemias amng SRP work. re t:: c .inapprapciate.* 
Both panels have recommended that these I't. x a r c h  resgonsibilites 
be h e n  t o  an independent public h t e l t h  agency. Moreover, DOE 
off 4 C i a 1 6  and conwactors  were aware aE the Dupont findings cincs 
1 9 7 6  and f a i l e d ' t o  provide this information t o  a Bouse Science 
and Technology subcommittee which was reviewing DOE'6 worker 
studies in 1 9 8 2 .  In late 1 9 8 3 ,  a study w a ~  provided by DO& t o  a 
union officlal a t  The Oak-RiUgt Nat imal  Laboratory (ORNL) by 
CP?U on ORNL w o t k e t s  which concluded 'there were no c o n s b t c n t  
trrnda of causa specific mortality w i t h  eitber external or 
internal cadiation exposure By contrast we have 
obtained documents generated by DOE epidemiological contractors 
in Apri l  1 9 8 2  and May 1 9 8 4  which p a i I l t  a much d i f f e r e n t  pfcture -- one t h a t  indicates that  sextous h a l t h  ptoblerns are occuring 
a t  several DOE nuclear f a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  ORNL. 

o Workers a t  the Oak-Ridge lazional Laboratory, 
according t o  an ORAW P r o p 2 t  siimmdry, 8 h 0 ~  a 49% excess 
of leukemia when compared to the general public, The 
#unun;l:y 6 t a t e 6 ,  'leukenfa aortality d i d  demonstrate a 
gradient vlth lncreaoing radiation dose, but waa 
aesoclated with long-term cnployment in maintenance snd 
engineering jabs:" 

o Iir a .nested case-ccntrol. study of cancer deaths 
amon workers exposed to ionizing radiation a t  ORNL i t  
W B S  f bund that  %igni$icant excess rink was found forr 
workers in ~alntenencc/construc~i~n and jan i tod laborar  
job t i t l e  QKOUP8." 

Data on employees who worked a t  t h e  Oak-Rid e 
U-32 Tennessee Eastman f a c i l i t y  between 11943 and 1 947 
fihow, W g n i f i c a n t  t x c e m  deaths fxoa lung cancez when 
coppared t o  0 , s .  white rash ra:.es." A f o l l o s - u p  report 
$ t a t a s ,  'relative risk was found to increase w i t h  
increasing o f  lung dose even qfter c o n t r o l l i n g  for age, 
a w k i n g  etatus and other uerk place exposures," 

A morta l i ty  study of workcis a t  the Y-12 weapons 
lant  operated by 'Jnlon Carbide Corp., has  found 

pcxcdab deatbr for cancer of lung,  b r a i n ,  rnd CWS 
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[central  netvous sylstsm] 
l y w b a t i c  t issua." 
wan reports4 by Dt. C,C. tusbbaugh a t  an o i n - b ~ ~ 8 e *  
meeting of DOE researchers t o  be W O %  t o  over 400% in 
exccm Of what'# expected i n  t h t  general publ ic .  

employed a t  the Oak-Ridge Gaseous D i f f u s i o n  Plant#  
dcmonetrated 'excess deaths due lo lung and brain 
cancers and tcspitataty diSease, , ,"  
ezposed t o  nickel  powder shows mcxl?ess deaths a from 
cancefa of the baccal cavity a-d p b l k ~ ~ n X , m  

~ o d g k i n ~ s  biseaae, other 
Brain tumozs anofig Y-12 wOckezct 

0 Arc epidemiologic study of d e a t h s  among wsrkeze 

Enrichment workers 

i 

o A t  DOE@r utanim ~ E D ~ C C S X . ~ ~  p h n t  in Fcrnald, 
Ohio, VRAU tru+archerr repact t h a t  **:%ex taking age a t  
dlagnosfs and age a t  hire into act- .-:* tbsre i s  bn 

dcvelogmant of non-mal YUX gnani r L api f atory disra8t .  
ansociation between ex 

Futhcrmclro 'd igest ive cancers &how 8 36% f x C e 8 S .  ,8 

which waa .'significant8 among wage tmplopees 

* tn urs,-!crn a d  the 
e 

o A study of 2,529 DOE! WQ 
fac i l i t i e s  who wcge Eqperted tp. cc- r ive  over 5 rem6 
bctween 1947  and 1978 sbowG 8 "sfq~ificantly elevated' 
excess for canccx of the :es tu i - -3  times tbc nhtLonal 
avez age 

i - t s  i t " .  w e t  20 

Nost e i g n l f i c a 3 t l y ,  the h y  1 3 8 4  O M U  Document s t a t e s  
I 'radiobiologic and epidemiologic e-:tdence suggest these risks may 

difEer' f ~ o m  curtent  studies whrch !nCerl ie  cadfat ien standnrds,  
Thc Summary a180 f i n d  that  t h e  workl r s t u d i e s  a l s o  are % basis 
f o r  evaluating tbe efficiency of cu. rent radiation protection 
standards." I f  t h i s  is indeed cucrkc,, then tesea:ch of such 
impoctance should not be 6ubject t o  &e confl ict ing interests T 

t h a t  DO2 has  in nuclear prowticin &d p u b l i c  b e a l t h  protec:io3, 
Workers, who take thesc risks #:lid who beat  the  burden O f  i 

these illnesses should have the r i9 l . t  t o  be f u l l y  and adequately 
informed, DOE'S e f f o c t s  t o  conceal. and mislead t h 2  p u b l i c  about 
radiation r i s k s  brings i n t o  question the integrity and s c i e n t i f i c  
object iv i ty  of t h e  federal  nuclear: program. 
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In the f i n a l  analys is ,  aanipuLation of important 

interest8 of the MEt b u t  i n  t h q  long run it can only undermine 
labor/management relat ions cnd pub1 . i~  sappast for a ftrong 
national defense. For these reasorx we believe that  Dr, Hancuso 
end h i s  rcsearch team should be Siver,  the funds t o  continue t h e i r  
s t u b h s  on other DOE workers. We strongly urge that  this 
problem be acknowledged and rezriffed by your e f f a r t s  t o  make 
LH. 5971  6 law, 

occupational health e f f e c t s  research may help the  short-tetm J 

Pr esidont 
Atomic Trades 6 Labor Council 
Oak-Ridge, Tennessee 

A l  U'Connor 
Pr csf dent 
Int'l Association of Machinists 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
& Aerospace Workers? D i s t r i c t  2 4  

4 

... 

Sincerely,  
5 r &  R r L -  -> 

Jerry Harden 
Pc csident 
U n i t e d  Steel Workers of 
America, Local 8031 

Rocky F l a t s  I Colorado 

President 

Pike ton ,  Ohio 
:tOrkerS, L o c a l  3-689 4 

I O l S l r q b  


