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NEW MEDIA CONTACT: 
Sam Gr izz le ,  202/586-5806 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Ju ly  -, 1994 

DECLASSIFICATION OF DOCUMENTS REQUESTED BY 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ATOMIC VETERANS 

As p a r t  o f  Secretary O’Leary’s Openness I n i t i a t i v e ,  t he  O f f i c e  o f  
D e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  sent a team o f  exper ts  from Headquarters, Washington, 
D.C., t o  conduct a d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  survey o f  documents a t  t he  Nat ional  
Archives and Records Admin i s t ra t i on  (NARA) Regional Center a t  Laguna 
Niguel ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  on J u l y  7-8, 1994. The Nat ional  Associat ion o f  
Atomic Veterans requested access t o  approximately 600 l i n e a r  f e e t  o f  
documents (1 .7  m i l l  i o n  pages) concerning nuc lear  t e s t i n g  f rom the 1950’s 
and 1960‘s. 
c o l l e c t e d  were not c l a s s i f i e d  and are being made a v a i l a b l e  t o  the p u b l i c  
a t  t he  archives.  

The team concluded t h a t  t h e  vast  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  documents 

I There i s  a g rea t  i n t e r e s t  by many people i n  rev iewing Department o f  
Energy (DOE), Energy Research and Development Admi n i  s t r a t i  on, and 
Atomic Energy Commission documents a t  the NARA. The Nat ional  
Associat ion o f  Atomic Veterans requested access t o  these documents 
s ince they be l i eve  the  documents conta in  in fo rmat ion  pe r ta in ing  t o  
human r a d i a t i o n  exposures concerning nuc lear  t e s t s .  

I The team o f  experts,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  th ree  persons from DOE‘S O f f i c e  
o f  Dec lass i f i ca t i on ,  Washington, D.C., and the  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
O f f i c e r  from the  Department’s Oakland Operations O f f i c e ,  surveyed 
the  documents f o r  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  dur ing  a 2-day v i s i t ,  J u l y  7-8, 
1994, t o  the  Nat ional  Archives Regional Center. 

As a r e s u l t  o f  I ‘ th is  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  survey, approximately 600 l i n e a r  
f e e t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  documents are being released t o  the  p u b l i c  and 
researchers i n te res ted  i n  mat ters  concerning past  nuc lear  t e s t i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the  P a c i f i c ,  a t  t he  Nevada Test S i t e ,  near Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 

Access t o  copies o f  these documents can be arranged by contac t ing  
Ms. Diane S. Nixon, D i rec to r ,  P a c i f i c  Southwest Region, Nat ional  Archives 
and Records Admin is t ra t ion ,  24000 A v i l a  Road, Laguna Niguel ,  C a l i f o r n i a  
92656. Sa& a s  A-r-ObAlC 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Q. Who i s  the  Nat ional  Associat ion o f  Atomic Veterans? 

A. The Nat ional  Assoc ia t ion  o f  Atomic Veterans cons is ts  o f  
approximately 5,000 members, i nc lud ing  many h i g h l y  decorated 
serv ice  personnel, who are concerned over hea l th  e f f e c t s  from 
m i l i t a r y  se rv i ce - re la ted  nuc lear  weapon e f f e c t s .  I t  was founded i n  
1979 t o  a l e r t  veterans, Government, and the  Nat ion t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  
nea r l y  a qua r te r  o f  a m i l l i o n  serv ice  personnel were exposed t o  
r a d i a t i o n  from nuclear  t e s t s  which caused hea l th  e f f e c t s .  The 
members had m i l i t a r y  serv ice  r e l a t e d  w i t h  nuc lear  weapon t e s t s  i n  
the  P a c i f i c  as we l l  as a t  the  Nevada Test S i t e  and i n  o ther  
count r ies .  
t he  Hiroshima and Nagasaki nuc lear  weapon denotat ion s i t e s .  Other 
serv ice  personnel were invo lved w i t h  occupation, medical, and 
cleanup a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t he  Hiroshima. and Nagasaki nuc lear  s i t e s .  

Some o f  t h e  members were Pr isoners o f  War i n  Japan near 

Q. Whom should I contac t  t o  get  a l i s t i n g  o f  the  documents and order  
copies? 

A. Contact Ms. Diane S. Nixon, D i rec to r ,  P a c i f i c  Southwest Region, 
Nat ional  Archives and Records Admin is t ra t ion,  24000 A v i l a  Road, 
Laguna Niguel , Cal i f o r n i  a 92656. S i m i  1 a r  documents are avai  1 ab1 e 
a lso,  a t  t he  Coord inat ion and In fo rmat ion  Center, P.O. Box 98521, 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89193-8521. 
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