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Dagr i'r. Strauss:

The Advisory Cazdttee for Blology and Medicine held its &lith neeting in
Washington an September 13 and 1. The Caxditee wes particularly gratified
that Ur. Fields uas able to take time out from his busy schedule to attend
the morming session on Septerber 13th and that Comdssioner Grehem wos

able to be presemt for practically the emtire meeting. This expression

of interest by the Cenersl Menager snd by Commissioner Orahen in its
deliberztions moant a grest deal to the Commditee and was, of course,
especially pratifying to the staff of the Division of Rlology end Hedicine.

The followiny statement was prepered by the Coamdtiee In exccutdvo session
as i expression of its considered opinion eomcerning the plinned expansion
of the program of ths Divigion of Bilology and ¥edleine, giving particular
exphasis to the biomoedical problems created by redioactive fallout from
nuclear woepons testst '

*Tho Advisory Cammittes for Blology and Medicine, mindful of the
responsibilities of the Atoemic Unerzy Compmission and of the widespreed
public concern with atorlc hazards, partienlarly fallout, as cxpressed
through the recent hearings befors the JCAS, the creation of the United
Natlions Scientific Cammittee on the Lffects of Atomdic Rodiation and similer
groups in other coutrles, and aware of the growing nsed for blomodicel
knowledge spplicable to foressesble powex spplications of stomic enerzy,
has revicwsd the total progrom of the Division of Blology nd Medicino.
The Corzdtice recomizes thet OB must make both a basic eppreqch to the
peeceful blomedicsl applications of ataric ensrgy and at the same time
extend its progrem to answer the urgent questions of today and the
immedinto future. The progren in the base budget and its proposed axpension
bambyymalyzadwtomtmm:wimdummfmcemdate.

The Comrrittes wishes to call to tho attention of the AEC that each
simificent advence in the atomic emergy progrsm hes made fresh denands
upon the Mvision without reliaving it of previous responsibilities.
Furthermore, more detelled answors to increasingly complex problers are
denmanded. Research plans anticipating thass problems in the earlier days
of the Commission could never receive the extent of financinl aupport or
menpowver necessary to obtain definitive snd adequately detailed answers.
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Particularly has this been true- of Biology and Hedicine, although we
recoznire Shat all Divisions are similarly affected. This has not come
about through failure of support either from the Comission or fron tke

-Congress. - )

) 2N
The ACEN belisves that the various programs should be sxpanded as plamned, 2 °
finds the dollar amounts realistic and econsiders adequate manpower to be
available. However, it feels the planmed construction program to bs
insdequate and foresees long delays in obtaining lmportent data if this
is not sugrwented.

Both national laborstoriss and wmiversities are faced with incressing space
8emands. The miversities will be forced to cut into research space by
gheer Presgure of increasing student populations. Time hos not been
available for detafled consideration of imdividual projects. In genseral,
acninistrative practices in revisw of productivity of research and control
of budget eppear adequate, perticularly in consideration of ths Division's
limited staff. Iravel is an importsat method by which the limlted staff
has guided a corplex program. The Cormittee feels this to be esaentinl.
However, this requires both adequate travel funds and persomnel.

We recommend that tha Division continue its scrutiny particularly of the
older and comtinuing types of research projects to essure adequate return
and appropriste pertinence to the AZC's mdssion. Cooperative programs with
other sgencies and Divisions as with the NSP on educetion, the USPHS on
environmental hygiens, the Department of Agriculture on the uptake of
radicactive matarisl by plants, and the Division of Reactor Development

on waste disposal, are of mutusl benefit to the sclentists luvolved and

prwideﬁsigﬁxaiﬁcant savings for the taxpayers.
71

There are no obvious omissions in the program, tut there are some categories
which #ad beem undertaken becsuse of the urgent need and becsuse no other
group was prepared to support them. Among these are certain phases of
oceanography, of geophysics, and of blaat studiea. It is hoped that the
Comission may be able to transfer thess important but somewhat extraneous
activities to more appropriate agencies in order that the DBM may concentrate
on the areas of its primary responsibilities.® ‘

Sincerely yours,

Shislds Warrem, M.D.
Vice«Chairmen, Advisory Carmitice for
Diology and Medicine
Hre. L. L. Strauss, Chalsman
U 57 Atomis IRTgy COrisnitn -
oFPOR. .WJWMW& ACBH
Washington 25, D. (. SUARREN: dme
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