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TO : Lewis L. Strauss  

FROIi : John C. Bugher, H.D. 

SUBJXCT: 41st NEXTTITJG OF THE ADVIjOIiY CClI~~ITE?3 FOR BIGLOGY AiUn IBDICINE 

- 
d h e  Advisory Committee 

=and Xedicine on aspects  

- of--our-pmgrm-of-cuIlrent--interest7The -. Committee took several spec i f ic  
C r d L A  

act ions which I should l i k e  t o  repor t  t o  you on 5ehalf of Dr .  Stakman, 

Chairman of the  A C E ,  who i s  present ly  out of t h e  country. 

The Committee: 

1. Approved #'for administrative guidance11 i n  the  Atomic Energy 

program a proposed issuance by t h e  Division of Biology and Xedicine e n t i t l e d :  

. Limitations on t h e  Zelease of Radioactive Yaterials. 

issuance i s  (1) t o  def ine .for the guidance of those engaged i n  t h e  atomic 

The purpose of the 

energy progran the  objec t ives  i n  t h e  control  of t h e  r e l e a s e  of radioact ive 

wastes t o  the enviroment;  and (2) t o  jrovide p r a c t i c a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  

coz t ro l  of radioact ive wastes i n  response t o  requests f ron  Federal, j ta te ,  

md l o c a l  public hea l th  organizations. %t was the consensue of t h e  Cormittee 

. t h a t  the  statement prepared should be issued f o r  guidance, but not  f o r  

compliance f o r  t h e  follorring reasons: 

does n o t  pern i t  long-term e f f e c t s  of radiat ion t o  be p e d i c t e d  with c e r t a i n t y  

(a )  the present s t a t e  of knowledge 

and downward rev is ions  of p e m i s s i b l e  leve ls  may have t o  be nade i n  t h e  future;  

(b) i f  pr ivate  industry ir.vests c a p i t a l  and now cor.structt; f a c i l i t i e s  i n  
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r e l i ance  on current  permissible  leve ls ,  dowixard rev is ions  l a t e r  might 

prove embarrassing and expensive; (c)  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  re fer red  t o  i n  (b) 

would be vulnerable t o  p o l i t i c a l  pressures i n  an *ea now f r e e  of them, 

of the cost  of . respect  t o  permissible 

l e v e l s  of of the discussion 

on t h e  discharge of radioact ive wastes t o  the  environment. 

purpose of such a s tudy would be t o  determine t h e  re la t ionship  between 

The evident  

p e m i s s i b l e  l e v e l s  and p ro tec t ive  construction costs.  

formula or s l i d i n g  s c a l e  would evolve whkch would enable permissible l e v e l s  

t o  be set ,and modified Epward o r  downward 

evidence 1 of the  dol la r  impact of such a decision. 

Idea l ly ,  a working 

M 
new s c i e n t i f i c  
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3 .  * &domed t h e  proposed program t o  e s t a b l i s h  

a permanent medical f a c i l i t y  and medical research reactor  a t  Broo'khaven 

!:at i ona l  Laboratory. 

4. Endorsed the  proposal t o  loca t e  a medical research r eac to r  a t  

USLA and the  use of Biology and Kedicine fw,ds t o  assist i n  t h e  purchase 

and support of t h e  rezctor.  

5. Viswed t h e  motion p i c tu re  film "IVY ' I ;  complimented i t s  completeness 

and expressed t h e  view t h a t  it be givmas  wide d i s t r ibu t ion  2s possible  

consisten? with secu r i ty  regulations.  The view was expressed t h a t  s u c h a  

f i lm would serve t o  r e l i e v e  public apathy i n  the f i e l d  of c i v i l  defense. 

There was also the suggestion t h a t  a coqanion f i lm depict ing construcxive 

uses of atomic enery would co+m w v  . he President)m 
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k b d z z 3 k  before t h e  United liations. I 

6. R 5 l v e d :  1 "That t h i s  Cormnittee f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  subsidization of 
A - 

isotope d i s t r i b u t i o n  fo r  cancer research and therapy has Seen of subs t an t i a l  

benefi t  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  control and cure cancer, and t h a t  it has brought 

g rea t  c r e d i t  t o  the AEC. 

abandon t h i s  p ro jec t  and hopes t h a t  a way nay be found t o  continue it." 

The Committee recomaended t h a t  t he  reo lu t ion  be transmitted t o  the  Chairman, A X .  

The Committee views with regre t  t h e  proposal to 

3 
with you the  implications of t h e  ComAtteecs 

ac t ions  and t o  discuss  neans of inplcmentation. 

The next Ilieeting of t h e  ; L C E  i s  t o  be held on Friday and jaturday, 

February 1 2  3nd 13, 1954 a$ t h e  javannah River Xte .  
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