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IN REPLY REFER TO: WASHINGTON 25. 

'7 1 1984 

-----. 
Honorable Lervis L. Strsuss 
Chair-mn 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dem M i .  S t r aws :  

I regret  t he  delay in reporting t o  you on the  June meeting of t h e  Advisory 
Committee on Bioloog and Medicine. 
summer and only now a m  I beginning t r ,  make subs tan t ia l  head.nay on t n e  mound 
o f  paper t h a t  awaited my return.  

c o i  1 e c t  i o;I 

----_ 
L. 

I was out of the  country nost of the  

It Has a pleasure t o  welcome a s  guests my o l d  collea,pes, I)r. Hastings and. 
Dr. Yearn, wno were thoughtfully invited by Dr. Bugher t o  a t tend  t h e  r ' i n a l  
neeting I would chair .  

I am enclosing a copy of the  agenda of the  meeting which, as you ; T i l l  observe, 
covered a grea t  ver ie ty  of subject matter. 
par t icu lar ,  t h a t  I f e e l  a r e  appropriate t o  be ca l led  t o  your atteiltioil. They 
concern t h e  gelletics program o f  the  Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission in Japzn, 
t h e  progress oL? t h e  Marine Bio lo@cd Laboratory a t  Eniwetok, and t h e  need 
f o r  cer ta in  specif ic  research i n  protective construction as it r e l a t e s  t o  t n e  
c i v i l  ci'efense program. 

There are three i t em,  i n  

Genetics Program of mCC. Dr .  Earl Green reported on the  gerletics 
pr0,orz-x of  t he  Atomic Bonb Casualty Conmission, follovri?g h i s  v i s i t  t o  Jupm 
i n  April, 1954. The basic question i n  the minds of t h e  ste-r'f of k B C G  i s  how 
long  the  Commission nay be expected to continue i t s  support of research in 
Japan and the  disposi t ion 01' t h e  scieiitii 'ic data. 
t h e  view of t he  Division of Biology and Medicine t h a t  the AkC i s  c o r d t t e a  
t o  leave the  basic  data  in Japan, even though me have duplicate compilations 
i n  tne United States .  
i n t e re s t  t o  t h e  Governmeniis of  t he  United S ta tes  and Japan. 
i s  a l s o  or' t he  view t h a t  the program i n  Japan and its counterpart in t h e  
United S ta tes  necessar i ly  must be considered of a long range nature. 
follows ilot only from the  genetics considerations but because of  t he  possi- 
b i l i t y  of delayed somatic e f fec ts ,  that is ,  r e s u l t s  of eqosu re  which may 
manifest themselves some 30 t o  45 years a f t e r  initid exposure. 

The Comaittee suppor ts  

Funaamentally, M C C  i s  a j o i n t  e f f o r t  or' autual  
The Committee 

This 

l?aimL- ' m u a b o r z i o r y .  He mere pleased t o  learn  r'rom 
D r .  Bugher t h a t  t he  Xarine Biological Lhbor;tory a t  Ehitvatok has become a 
v i t a l  link i n  t h e  whole marine b i o l o g i c d  progrsin. 
concerned about obtaining su i tab le  personnel t o  man the  leborztory. Iu'om, 
however, the  problem seems t o  be one oi r e s t r i c t i n g  the  nurnber ol' persons 
who would make use of  it. 
f a c i l i t y .  

I n i t i a l l y  we were 

It has proved t o  be an exceedingly valualjle 
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Research i n  i'rotective Con st- 'a. The Committee mns provided a 
report  on t h e  current f e d e r d  c i v i l  deiense program with emphasis being given 
t o  tliase phases of par t icu lar  i n t e re s t  t o  t h e  MC. 
impessed x i th  the changing concept of t a c t i c a l  d i s p e r s d ,  evacuation, and 
e s s e n t i d  protect ive measure flovdng from cer ta in  new phenonena of nigh yield 
xec.poiis. 
i r s j o r  a f f o r t  on pro tsc t ive  construction, giving pa r t i cu la r  consideration t o  
eerouynemic orinci;sles associated with dynaiic pressures. While t h e  Cormittee 
is . lo t  ce r ta in  t1ia.t the  AEC i s  the  appropriate agelicy t o  assume fd.1 responsi- 
j i l i t y  f o r  such research, w e  ore unanirnous i n  the  be l ie f  tlixit such resecrch 
shoulli be undertaken, and that t i e  AEC should at l e a s t  provide the  i n i t i a l  
stimulus . 

We .;rere pro2ounay 

Our a t ten t ion  xas invi ted t o  the  need f o r  basic researcn end a 

Now t h a t  I have attended my las t  meeting, as a member f o r  several  years and 
a s  chairman f o r  one year, I hope tht I may be permitted t o  make ce r t a in  
broed observstions, which, although possibly superfluous, are nevertheless 
considered and sincere.  

Dver t h s  years  I have v i s i t ed  most o f  the major AEC i n s t a l l a t ions  and have 
had t h e  opportunity or" meetiiig ilumeraus A.32 and contractor employees. I Imve 
founci the Commission and i t s  contractors and t h e i r  employees t o  be exception- 
a l l y  vigorous, conscientious, and umt in t ing  of t h e i r  time and e f fo r t .  

I hope t h r z t  I may not be considered presumptuous when I say t h a t  it i s  deeply 
grat i fying t o  a s c i e n t i s t  end c i t izei l  t o  :have so nuch an6 such concrete 
evidence Oi' s c i e n t i f i c  and sociologic vis ion as I have observed on the  pa r t  
oi' the  Comaission i tself  ana i t s  personnel. 
vir;,Uals throughout t he  country t h a t  it i s  veryheartening t o  r ea l i ze  t h a t  a 
governmental agency with the tremendous r e spons ib i l i t i e s  of  the  AEC s t i l l  has 
time t o  develop over-all vision and devise ways or t rans la t ing  the vis ion L r t o  
r e d i t y .  

I have sa id  repeatedly t o  inai-  

A s  concerns the  inembers oi' the  star"f of the  Division of  Biology and Ibleaicine, 
I nave never had nore in t e l l ec tua l ly  stimuleting, personally p lcasa i t ,  md, 
i n  my opinion, productive re la t ions  with a similer group. It i s  a rei 'lection 
of the gene rd  a t t i t u d e  a d  xisdom of t he  Commission t o  men a Division with 
men 02 such intel l igence,  a b i l i t y ,  and character. 

Final ly ,  I want t o  express t o  you my very deep personal appreciation f o r  the 
opportunity of having met ana associated with you. This essociation Tas not 
anly pleasant t o  me personally, but it a l s o  gave me a sense o f  securi ty  t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  so  important a f i e l d  of  work as thzt o l  t h e  AEC was i n  such good 
hands. 

Enclosure : Agenda 
-ce-, 
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signature (copy of reply to Sew,- 

For appmyriate handling 
(copy of reply to Chairman) 

,,/ For preparation of reply for Chairman's 
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For information ,/, 

/ Please prepare acknowledgment or r e p v  to 611- ' 
letters for  the Chairman's signature within I / ! 
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