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Nr, David X. Lillenthel, Chalrman
U, 5, Atomic Znergy Commizalon

1901 Constitution Avenue M. ¥W. '™/~
¥ashington 265, D. C, ‘

Dear MNr. Lilienthalt

A spocial mesting of the Advieory Committee for Blology and Hedlecine
vas held on Thursday, October 20, 1949, at which the main considerations
were Civil Defense Planning end the program of the Atomic Bomb Casuslty
Oommiesion. All of the menbers of the Committee were present with the
exception of 4ts Chairman, Dr. Alan Grege.

Ve vere informed of recent developments in Civil Defense Flanning and.
of the Commission's mpproval of the program submitted by the Divielon
of Blology mnd Medicine. ¥e ars concerned se to the lack of definitien
of responeibility within the govermment and recognize the need for
further consideration of the problem, It 1s zpparent thet the Hational
Saecurity Resources Board $s directing 1ts major attention to manpowver
mobilization, oritical supplies and other problems of resources,

I have appointed a sudbeommittee consisting of Dr. Joseph I. Vearn,
Ohairman, Dr. Detlev ¥. Bronk and Dr.~E. 0. Stakman and have asked
them to prepare e statement concerning the bdiological, nedical and
health physiocs problems which sppropriately ere the Comuission's
responsibility in Civil Defense,

Yon‘will recsll that at our neeting on Beptember 1949, Dr, Bowsrs
reported on hie vigit to the Atomic Nomb Craeualty Commission &n Japan,
This report, as well as matsrial subsequently furnished by the HNational
Research Council, have raised several questions in our minde, We
wonder 4f there ie¢ not too much emphasis on research and too 1little
attention to screening the survivors for sequelame of the explosions.

In viev of the research advancesd that have been made since the initie-
tion of the program, perhape there {8 need for re-orientation., Alsgo
two years have elapsed in which relatively 1little information has
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been gained. Accordingly.--

“The Advisory Committea for Biology and Hedicine urgently
recommends that the Hational Research Council be reguested to
appraise the present statue of the Atomic Bomb Oasualty
Comnmi ssion progranm, appraise the prospectiye value of future
work, to recommend such mpdifications ae may be desirabdle in
viev of changed conditionsncmge the start of the program,
and to recommend a time scheduld Yor the program in order
that the Atomic Energy Commission may discharge 1ts responsi-
bilities in this area.”

In view of the above recomasndation it was the sense of the Gouittu
that 4t was desirable to continus in adeyance construction at
pending a report from the National Research Council onr the prograx,
The Comxittee considered the prodlem relating to the clearanae of
personnel engaged on unclassified ressarch contracts, They recognized
the unique pudblic and congreseional relations problems faced by the
Atomic Energy Commission in 4ts activities in unclassified areas and
they agreed that the Commission was right in principle 4n 4its reluct-
ance to see clearance and investigations procedures extended to
individusls working 4n unclassified fields. ' They were concernsd with
the delineation of sscret and non-secret data and were of the opinlon
that fundamental research in the fields of biclogy and medicine related
to atomic energy must Yo free from restraints, |
T It 1s our understanding that the Director of the Division of Biology
and Hedicine is preparing a staff paper vhich reflecte some of the
vieve of the Committee for submiesion to the Commission on the above
subjects,

The next meeting of the Advisory Commitise for Biology and Medicine
vill be held at Oak Ridge Operations Offica on November 11 and 12, 1949,

Sincersly yours,

Ernest ¥, Goodpasture, M.D.
Vice~-Chairman, Advigory Oommeittee
for Biology and Medicine
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