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Dear tdr. Lil ienthal :  

October 14, i9L;I 

The Advisory Committee for Biology and Medicine held 
i t s  second meeting on Saturday, October ll, 194'7. A l l  the 

by the presence of yourself and MI-, Kilson, MI-. Deny, D r ,  
Bacher, Nr. Volpe, End Dr, Shields Karren, and w e  were glad 
that Mr. Kaymack and Ab-. Pike could, also attend. 

+members were present. Our work w a s  =de much eas i e r  and quicker 

I believe,  however, that more preparation must be 
given t o  our meetings, i f  they are t o  be thorough, decisive and 
not  too long, I propose t o  put fu r the r  emphasis on preparation 
of meetings and the more so  s ince occasionally requirements of  
secrecyjput special  l imi ta t ions  on the  p r e p r a t i o n  and circu- 
l a t i o n  of d.ocket material, 

Ths major subject of  the  meeting was the  appointment 
of a medical d i rec tor .  
hearing Dr .  Shields Rarren say t h a t  he did not  'believe that the  
bes t  of h i s  knowledge and energies could be given i f  he Rere 
t o  become medical director ,  the  Advisory Board unanimously 
urged D r .  Karren t o  accept a half  t i m e  appointment fo r  three 
zonths o r  niore, and we were much rel ieved to l ea rn  from h i m  
t h a t  he would be will ing t o  accept such appointment, i f  his 
hospi ta l  w i l l  consent. 
though D r .  Tkrren's services w i l l  be valuable f o r  even a short  
period'of t i m e ,  me must face the  poss ib i l i t y  that D r .  Farren 
w i l l  n o t  be ab le  t o  continue, It i s  c lear  t h a t  the-Advisorj  
Board considers Dr .  Kzrren an exce l len t  choice and that the 
sooner he can start work as kedical  Director t he  be t te r ,  

After the ini t ia l  disappointment of 

The Board realizes none-the-less t'hat 

I n  connection with the post  of  Medic&' Director 
the i3oard heard Kith advantage and rcithout any dissent ing com- 
ment s draft statzment of t he  functions and r e spons ib i l i t i e s  
of the Division of Biology and Medicine. 

Inspection of a d r a f t  of the  budgets f o r  FY 1948 and 
FY 1949 and a rea l iza t ion  of the  extent  t o  KMch these budgets 
would be affected by certain policies (e,g, f o r  educational 
buildings a t  various univers i t ies )  led t o  a long but not  complete 
discussion of the t ra ining program the  Board might be prepared 



. .  

t o  recommend. :,*e viere re luc tan t  t o  apprme exiuenditures nerely 
f o r  buildings and equipment when such fac tors  of recrv j tn~ent  as 
introau-ctory courses in biophysics, Lcivznced t ra in ing  opportunities 
a d  dependable careers a re  s t i l l  sericusljr i s ck ing  mfi widely 
ignored. 
t h e i r  considered vievs regardk-g a desirable t ra in ing  program. 
These views the  cheirman will c o l l a t e  for  presentation a t  our  
next  meeting on November 7. 

The Committee members agreed t o  send the chairman 

The Board rss informed of \ T h a t  measures Ere being 
taken t o  put the  recommendations of the Medical Board of Review 
i n t o  e f f ec t ,  and of some other decisions cur ran t ly  taken by the  
AEC administration in the zbsence of a medical director .  

The Board deferred fiction on 6. large number of in- 

These matters cen be handled o d y  by 
quir ies ,  pending requests and mztters of varying nagnitude re- 
quiring fu r the r  study. 
a medical d i r e c t o r  working with the Advisory Board. The most 
important among them was a l i s t  submitted by C a F ~ i n  Shilling 
f o r  the  ONR of projects  f o r  which s u p F r t  from the AEC funds 
might be cor,sidered to  be appropriate. 
tkt f i rs t  s t eps  i n  the working out of a c l ea r ly  defined and 
pract ical ly-  applicable policy are alrezdy overdue. 
throughout near ly  every phase of the Coinnittee Fie shall g r e e t  
the  services  of D r .  Karren K i t h  a r e l i e f  an6 enthusiasm t k a t  
I ho,p he may be made to f ee l ,  

It i s  qui te  evident 

Indeed, 

Yours s incerely,  

!dr, David L i l i en tha l  
Atomic Ehergy Commission 
Whshington. 25, D, C. 


